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Above: Members toured to Juniper 
Restaurant in Ridge Spring, SC. Left to 
Right: Dolores and Don Cerefin, Rita 
Thornhill, Gorge Gordon, Sheila and 
Jim McPherson, Dotti and Eric 
Shogren, Rachel d’Entremont, Craig 
and Theresa McMullin, Tom and Pat 
Roberts, Marilyn and Ken Jackson. 
Seated, Greg Jones. 

Left: Coming up with a “game plan.” 

Right: Unique art on a building in 
Ridge Spring. 

November is fading fast and it’s time to get ready for a 

busy December! There are lots of local parades and 

holiday cheer to be had this season. Don your Santa 

hat, drive your “A” and show your holiday spirit. 

GREETINGS AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS!  
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a southern flair in a unique and 

unpretentious setting of diner styled 

furnishings. 

After the noon meal we proceeded to 

poke around the shops where there 

were trinkets, treasures, dust and do-

dads. We even found Calvin LeNeve of 

the Palmetto A’s, Columbia, S.C. He 

wasn’t in his model A, but was sporting 

a beautiful ‘57 Chevy. 

The tranquility of wandering and 

shopping on a full stomach came to an 

end, and it was time to tour back to 

Aiken. Though we didn't get to 

experience a roadside technical 

seminar, the Ridge Spring tour was a 

fine beginning for the Aiken Model A’s 

scrapbook. 

The Aiken Model A’s have officially 

put “rubber to the road” and it can be 

put in our history book that our first 

tour was a success.  

The destination for our first tour 

had been discussed in November at the 

inaugural meeting of the club. It was 

suggested that the nearby town of 

Ridge Spring had a unique restaurant 

and some quaint shops to prowl for 

antiques. Because only a few members 

had been there it was the ideal 

destination. 

Though early morning started out 

cold for November in Aiken, it was 

crisp and sunny by the time 7 Model 

A’s cranked their engines and 

proceeded north on Whiskey road, with 

additional members joining the tour in 

modern steel. Having met at Atlanta 

Bread Company for the regular Saturday 

morning fellowship of Cars and Coffee, 

and with everyone satiated on coffee and 

pastries, 17 Model A enthusiasts took off 

for the day’s adventure. 

It was, thankfully, an uneventful drive 

along Aiken county roads which brought 

us to the town of Johnston where Craig 

and Theresa McMullin joined the group. 

A short time later we arrived at Juniper 

Restaurant in Ridge Spring. Owner 

Brandon Velie had the backroom set up 

for us and the kitchen was hoppin’. 

House specials like Juniper corn chowder 

and good ol’ stand-by’s like French Dip 

and Reuben sandwiches were served with 

WHEN THE RUBBER HIT THE ROAD 
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WHO CAR 

Cerafin 
Don/Dolores 

‘29 Coupe 

D’Entre-
mont 

Rachel/Ike C. 

‘28 Roadster 

Gordon 
George/Rita 

T. 

‘29 Closed Cab  
Pickup 

Jackson 
Ken/Marilyn 

‘31 Std. Coupe 

Jones 
Greg 

‘30 Cabriolet 

Malone 
Woody/Lynn 

Modern Steel 

McMullin 
Craig/Theresa 

‘30 Fordor 

McPherson 
Jim/Sheila 

Modern Steel 

Roberts 
Tom/Pat 

‘29 Special Coupe 

Shogren 
Eric/Dotti 

‘31 SW Town Sedan 

The Ridge 

Spring area 

was settled 

over two 

hundred and 

fifty years ago 

by settlers 

who received 

land grants in 

the mid 1700s.  

The town of 

Ridge Spring 

was 

incorporated 

on December 

23, 1882 

P A G E  2  



“I have about  

600 miles  

on it now  

and it seems 

broken in  

so I have  

had it up to  

55 mph.   

Everything seems 

to be doing  

OK at this point. “ 

 

and it seems broken in so I have had it up to 55 mph.  

Everything seems to be doing OK at this point.  My black 

coupe needs some bearing adjustment so that will be a 

winter project requiring the removal of the engine.  Why 

do I have to remove the engine? It needs to be removed 

because of counterweights on the crankshaft that block 

access to the rear main bearing. 
Dotti Shogren, bless her heart, has jumped in and 

offered help with putting out the newsletter.  We are 

hoping to get contributions from the members of the 

club to help make the newsletter informative and lively.  

Each month send her a short statement of what you have 

been doing with your Model A. 

At the December meeting we will finalize the bylaws.  

Make sure you have looked at them and are happy with 

the contents. 

Thanks, 

Greg 

I am excited that the Aiken Model A’s has completed 

their first tour to Ridge Spring, South Carolina.  It was a 

brisk November 15th day but the cold weather did not 

seem to dampen any spirits.  We had 8 cars participate, 

and there were no roadside seminars needed.  I took my 

own Cabriolet and was still breaking in the engine, so I 

asked Rachel in the lead car to keep it around 45 mph.  

Once in Ridge Spring we dined at the Juniper Café (good 

food!) and toured the small down town area which 

included a number of antique stores.  After a short visit, 

we returned uneventfully back to Aiken (and in some 

cases, Augusta and Hephzibah).  

We are coming up on the busy Christmas parade 

season.  As you all know, several towns hold an annual 

Christmas parade at varying days throughout the month 

of December.  We need to discuss which ones we will be 

participating in. Since this is already near the end of 

November, we will probably have to make some 

decisions and get the word out by phone and/or email 

as to which parades we are actually going to participate 

in. Join the parades if you can!  

I have been ironing out the bugs in my Cabriolet 

engine since I had some work done to it recently.  It had 

a crack in a valve seat that extended to the #2 cylinder.  

I had that metal stitched and other work done including 

new main bearings.  I have about 600 miles on it now 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 
 
 
 
 

SATURDAY MORNING CARS AND 

COFFEE 

JOIN US ! 
Saturday mornings 

from 10 a.m. until 

about 11 a.m. all car enthusiasts are welcome to join 

the Aiken Model A’s at Atlanta Bread Company for fun 

and fellowship as we share our common interests in vintage automobiles.  Unless 

there is a scheduled tour, parade or activity, you can count on a good turn out. 
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I never would have guessed I would have become a gardener. I hate being hot. I hate sweating, and I really hated 

hoeing rows of vegetables in the family garden as a kid. I am “as pale as a sheet,” and for the most part, I am not an 

outdoor girl. But, nine years ago I decided I wanted to watch birds and needed a birdfeeder. That led to studying 

what birds do and what birds eat, and that led to adding bird-friendly plants and shrubs to my yard. That then led to 

falling in love with growing flowers. At dusk the other night, having heard about the first serious freeze warnings of 

the season, I was in my yard cutting the last hydrangeas, gerbera daisies, coneflowers, dahlias, veronica and any other 

bloomin’ thing I could stick in a vase as a last salute to the flower gardening season.  

Growing up there were no “car buffs” in my family. So I never would have guessed that I would come to love old 

cars. But, when Eric and I got our first Model A Ford things changed in a hurry. I now appreciate just about any car that 

is early 1960’s and older.  I was mad when the cable line up changed last year and I was “jipped” out of hours of the 

Barrett-Jackson auction. Back in 1982, newly married, and wearing a diamond ring Eric had purchased by selling his 

grandfather’s dilapidated ‘28 Special Coupe, I never would have guessed we would buy that car back 19 years later. 

I would never have guessed how much fun there is to be had in this hobby. “Who’d-a-thunk it?” is a goofy phrase 

Eric and I often share as we ride along in our “A” with dumb grins on our faces, loving the sound of the motor, the 

vibrations, the smell of the old upholstery and the sight of Model A’s on tour, going around a curve in front of us. We 

never saw this coming, but we couldn’t be happier than when we are riding in that old Model A Ford. 

NNNEVEREVEREVER   SAYSAYSAY   “N“N“NEVEREVEREVER”””   
Dotti Shogren   Vice-President 

“I never  

would  

have 

guessed  

that I 

would 

come to  

love  

old cars.”  

Best flower I ever grew! 

 
 
 
 
 

S earching for gift ideas for the Model 

‘A’ enthusiast in your life?  

The MAFCA web site can help!  

Check out the store at www.mafca.com 

for technical publications, DVD’s, hats, 

shirts, jewelry, travel mugs, era fashions 

guidelines and more. Gift certificates are 

also available if you aren’t sure of sizes 

or can’t decide which publication would 

be of the most help. 
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MINUTESMINUTESMINUTES   OFOFOF   THETHETHE   NOVEMBER MEETINGNOVEMBER MEETINGNOVEMBER MEETING 
 

Present: Greg Jones, Dotti & Eric Shogren, Don Cerefin, Rachel d’Entremont, Pat & Tom Roberts, George Gordon, Rita 

Thornhill, Woody Malone, Jim & Sheila McPherson, & Ken Jackson. 

President Greg Jones called the meeting to order shortly before 7 pm by welcoming  everyone to the meeting. He 

commented that the October meeting minutes had not been distributed and it was decided that for the near future,  draft 

meeting minutes would be e-mailed directly to the members. Pat asked that he acknowledge  all e-mail correspondence in 

some way so that those sending it know it was received. 

When asked about the photos and newspaper article to announce the new club, Greg responded that he was drafting an 

article and would send it to Rachel for proofing and that Rachel would submit it to one of her contacts at the Aiken Standard. 

Regarding old business, Greg said that the proposed By-laws had been revised to address the concerns of the October 7th 

meeting  but had not yet been approved by the membership. He said that  he would e-mail the draft to members for 

comment and that approval of the By-laws would be on the December 2 agenda. 

Articles and photos were solicited for the newsletter. Advertising space for the newsletter was  discussed and  the consensus 

was that $100 per year  for a business-card-sized ad  would be appropriate and if anyone wanted a larger ad, Greg should be 

contacted regarding the price. Greg offered to draft a letter to send to prospective advertisers. 

Pat reported that she had someone willing to assist her on setting up the website and that she was looking forward to the 

challenge. It was agreed that Pat should proceed. 

Dotti  said that she had spoken with Louise Mellon about the design of a club logo suitable for embroidery. Pat suggested 

that  we have a shirt or tote bag embroidered for Louise as a thank you. 

The club’s first tour, a November 15th trip to Ridge Spring, was discussed. Those planning to go should contact Dotti (803-

649-6023) so that she can let the restaurant know how many to expect. A sign-up sheet was circulated. The plan was to meet 

for the usual “Coffee & Cars” meeting @ Atlanta Bread  on Saturday at 10 and leave from there about 11:00 for Ridge 

Spring. The club would have lunch and explore the town’s antique shops before returning to Aiken mid-afternoon. 

Dotti offered to coordinate the technical programs for the monthly meetings but said that the club members needed to 

come up with ideas. 

It was also determined that Dotti would be the receiver of parade and other invitations; all request /invitations should be 

forwarded to her. She will either respond to the requests or designate someone else to do so. Pat agreed to register the club 

for the Aiken Christmas parade; the theme is “a star-spangled Christmas”. 

Don reported that there was a “healthy” balance in the checking account. 

A new meeting location was discussed. The club has paid for 6 months at the Weeks Center in order to give time to find a 

suitable location. Tom said that once he gets the facilities in their garage repaired, it could be considered as a possible 

meeting place but was not centrally located. 

There was discussion of possible community service projects for the club. It was decided that it was too late to do anything 

meaningful for the Thanksgiving or Christmas season and that perhaps something planned for the spring would be better as 

most charitable activity is done in November and December with the rest of the year ignored. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at about 8:50 pm. 

Rachel d’Entremont 

Secretary 
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EARLY BIRDS, AR’s and Our NEW CHAPTER 

Hub cap and wheel lug same as Model T 

THE  EARLY  BIRDS 
By  H.  S.  "DOC"  KALINKA 

With absolute certainty the Aiken Model A’s will go through many changes as a club. Some will be barely noticeable as we evolve from our “early  bird” 

days into an established organization. Formative decisions such as establishing a standardized meeting agenda to more difficult obstacles like getting a 

website up and running will all fall into place...eventually! We are all anxiously awaiting the moment we can put on our logo-embroidered shirts. 

Club member Pat Roberts is bravely forging ahead and learning the process of creating a 

web site. Member Louise Mellon has graciously accepted our request to design a club logo 

that will represent both our beloved town of Aiken, SC and our club. Only time will reveal 

our story-line as a club and at some point things will feel “standardized” without needing 

formative decisions at every turn. 

 Henry’s automotive empire was also an evolution.  Keeping track of thousands of parts, with ever-evolving 

technology, required constant change. The following excerpts from www.abarnyard.com discuss the 

nomenclature “AR” which designated changes in part numbers. 

  “Throughout Model A production various parts books were sent to the dealers to inform them of parts 

availability, changes and pricing. Some parts were obsolete without having a similar replacement, 

for example, the A-2473 brake equalizer operating shaft pin. When the brake system was redesigned 

eliminating the need for this part in late 1928 it became A-2473-R brake equalizer operating shaft pin. The 

"R" suffix showing that it was no longer used in production, but available through service. Suffix changes 

such as A,B,C,D only occurred when a part was redesigned significantly enough to make it incompatible with 

associated components. Minor redesigns didn't require a change in the part number, therefore, can only be 

dated with the use of Ford records, blueprints, Service Bulletins, Branch letters and observations of original 

cars. To read the article in it’s entirety, see http://www.abarnyard.com/workshop/partnum.htm   

The following article, “The Early Birds” reprinted with permission, appeared in The Restorer Volume 12 Issue 3 September/October 1967 

“You can't learn in school what the world 

is going to do next year.”  
― Henry Ford  

Body Style 50-A 1928 Sport Coupe. Photo dated  
11-25-1927. Courtesy of MAFFI Photo Collection 

Forty years ago the first of our beloved 

Model A Fords was produced. Records relate that 

nearly five thousand complete 1928 Model A 

Ford cars were actually built in 1927. From 

pictures and present day articles on the “early 

birds” we find that many errors and false ideas 

have been created concerning Henry’s first. It is 

not my intention to create more argument and 

confusion but to simply set forth some of our 

findings, as compiled from the 1928-Owner 

Questionnaire which has been sent out to 

interested owners over the past two years. 

The basic intention of the questionnaire 

was to tabulate, if and when possible, the 

appearance and disappearance of certain 

features related to the 1928 Model A. Definite 

emphasis was placed on the early left-hand 

emergency brake models. More than two 

hundred questionnaires were sent out; with a 

fifty percent return rate. 

The first misconception I would like to 

bring up concerns the position of the emergency 

brake handle. Contrary to some beliefs, the left-

side emergency brake handle and single brake 

system is found to appear in the month of June 

1928. The changeover took place between the 

10th and 22nd of June that year and involved 

engine numbers A-155,000 thru A-177,486. This 

data does not apply to commercial vehicles or 

1928 passenger cars produced outside of the 

United States. 

Next, it seems appropriate to discuss some 

of the ramifications appearing on some of the   

Bumper with flat, rounded, open end without the 

usual bolt, is one of the more obvious features of a 

true “early bird.” Also notice round center bumper 

clamp with Ford script and “Made in USA” same as 

Model R.   

continued on page 7 

http://www.maffi.org/factoryphotos/002-28.jpg
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/203714.Henry_Ford
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1927 models that we have records of, some six 

reports, I have on file. 

We suspect that some or perhaps all of the 

assembly plants used up stocks of late Model T 

parts where and when they were compatible on the 

very first very early Model A’s. Despite Ford 

directives, many of the early Model A’s sported 

Model T center bumper clamps, with “Made in the 

USA” in block letters beneath Ford script. 

I hesitate to comment on the following, but at 

least two-thousand pairs of open-end front bumpers 

were released, the vast majority going to foreign 

assembly plants, especially to Canada. 

Many of the sheet metal body components on the 

early A’s were actually bolted and screwed together 

instead of being spot welded or riveted. Many of the 

floor panel patterns and rear fender well patterns 

differed not only from car to car but also from one 

side of the car to the other. 

In retrospect, from forty 

years away, one might 

summarize that the 

assembly plant did not 

receive a full stock of 

parts to build a complete 

car at first. Thus 

necessitating the use of 

whatever they had on 

hand or could acquire in 

order to make it saleable 

and roadworthy. It cannot 

be denied that the first 

days were not difficult 

and trying, since from 

mid-October to  

December 31, 1927, only five-thousand vehicles 

were manufactured. Compare this to the near 

record production rate of nine-thousand units per 

day in 1929. 

After only a little research on the subject, one 

begins to imagine that the Model A must have been 

designed as it was being assembled. The number of 

changes evident on the first early five-thousand or 

even twenty-thousand Model A Fords manufactured 

defies imagination or description. I will describe, 

however, just a few of the most obvious deviations 

from what may be considered a “typical” 1928-

1929 Ford. 

The radiator shell lacing, or webbing, was not 

riveted onto the shell but was interwoven on the 

shell (like Model T radiator shells). 

Clutch and brake pedals were completely 

smooth, with no ribbed pattern or raised boss on 

the ends to keep your foot from sliding off. Upon 

casual inspection one might think that these pedals 

were worn smooth -  like an “A” with the odometer 

around a couple of times. Actually, these smooth 

clutch and brake pedals appeared on at least the 

first 70,000 or 80,000 Model A Fords. 

The “powerhouse” generator, which is 

considered by some as a trademark of the 1928’s, 

actually appeared in three different forms. The very 

early A’s had a cadmium plated adjusting arm 

which held the generator in position. The cutout 

was located on the side of this powerhouse 

generator. The most significant difference, 

however, was the finish of the back or end cover on 

the generator. The end cover was either unpainted 

aluminum or metal plated with dull nickel or 

cadmium, again, unpainted. 

Another early item was the ignition cable with 

the long five inch solid end; the end which screwed 

into the distributor. This solid portion was integral 

with and included the forged conduit clip (15/16” 

thick) through which it is bolted tight to a head 

bolt. A rectangular Briggs and Stratton patent plate 

is riveted to the solid end. 

Other “early bird” features are the fan shroud, 

the offset starter rod, metal conduit, short choke 

rod, a smooth running board apron just forward of 

the rear fender (instead of the bump which clears 

the emergency brake rod), and a very subtle 

difference in the contour of the front fenders where 

they sweep down to the frame, etc. 

These differences will be found when comparing  

the early 1928 with a later 1928, or a 1929. But as 

mentioned before, even the early ones will vary 

from car to car. Do not expect two cars of similar 

dates to look  alike. We previously discussed one 

cause for this - the problem of factory changeover 

and parts shortages– but another factor would of 

course be the matter of parts replacement. When as 

car was returned to a Ford agency for service, or 

especially for repair, it would be modified with the 

latest part then being issued by the factory service 

department. Naturally, after thirty or forty years of 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Early Birds , continued from page  6 

REAR BUMPER  CLAMPS  have  Ford  
script. 

Running board apron is smooth and straight along the 

top. Later car would have slight raise (or “bump”) to 

clear the emergency brake rod underneath at point just 

forward of rear fender, about where streak of sun reflec-

tion in photo begins. 

EMERGENCY BRAKE  HANDLE  with pistol grip gooseneck, located at 

far left, next to door on  driver side. 

 

EARLY  RADIATOR   CAP   at  left  
has deeper recess around top 
than later model at right. 

continued on page 8 

P A G E  7  

http://www.maffi.org/factoryphotos/002-28.jpg


wear and accumulated grime, that replacement part is going to look 

just as legitimate and original as all the other parts of the car. 

One of the earliest cars in our questionnaire file is a Tudor 

belonging to Andy Baudino of Tustin, California. The engine number is 

QA-1149. It has almost all of the “early bird” features described here 

and was used as the model to illustrate this article. Incidentally, it is 

beautifully restored; a first place trophy winner at the Albuquerque 

National Meet and a recent “Award Winner” in The Restorer. (Vol. 11-6) 

 
The Early Birds , continued from page 7 

12 Earliest Early Birds 
As recorded by the Kalinka Questionnaire 

 
A-797  PHAETON 

Joe Crum-Oceanside, California 
A-1149  TUDOR 

Andy Baudino-Tustin,  California 
A-1639  PHAETON 

Ken Webber-Manhattan,  Kansas 
A-3064  COUPE 

Bill Strum-Neenah,  Wisconsin 
A-3182  TUDOR 

Jim Lewis-Modesto,  California 
A-4568  ROADSTER 

John Buesing-St. Paul, Minnesota 
A-5877   ROADSTER 

John Xifos-Granite Springs, New York 
A-5961 TUDOR 

Logan Whitehurst-Gilroy,  California· 
A-7529  TUDOR 

Philip Adkins-Monterey,  California 
A-10677   TUDOR 

John Tremble-San Luis Obispo, Calif. 
A-13727  PHAETON 

H. S. Kalinka-Chilton,  Wisconsin 
A-18992   TUDOR 

Ralph Busby-Merced,  California 
 
SHORTER  CHOKE  ROD 

 
OFFSET  STARTER   ROD 

Above right: Several features of early Model A can be seen in this view. The fan shroud, the hood 

lacing woven through the radiator shell, the “powerhouse” generator with side mounted cutout 

and the metal conduit. 

Above: Number A-1149 seen on engine block of the Baudino Tudor dates it within the first few 

days of December 1927. 



“What I  

found was lots  

and lots  

of scarves 

and,  

boatloads 

of tunics.” 

Butterick’s 

Quarterly 

Summer 

1928 

 
 
 
 
 

PUTTING TOGETHER FUN FASHIONS FOR 2015 

Ladies, I think we may be in luck this season when it 

comes to assembling the look of the late 1920’s, at 

least with casual and day-time dresses. I was in 

Dillard’s last week and looked to see what the current 

fashions had to offer in the way of adaptability to the 

look of the Model A era. What I found was lots and 

lots of scarves and boatloads of tunics. 

This is great news for those of us aiming for a look 

like those seen below. Why, just look at the headline 

of the Butterick Quarterly Summer 1928; “Kerchiefs 

and the Cardigan!” (Just a note: The additional quote 

“Are Worn with Many of the Smartest Costumes for 

Sports” could be translated into today’s nomenclature to 

read “Are Worn with Many of the Stylish Outfits for Casual 

Wear”)  

To get started, study the image in red on the right-hand 

page below. See how this is a small patterned, straight cut, 

loose-fitting, long top with sleeves? Add a flared or pleated 

skirt that is just below knee-length and a coordinated scarf 

knotted as shown. Match your belt with your cloche hat 

and shoes and wear that belt low, over your hip-bones. 

Granted, finding gloves will be next to impossible, but 

remember, we’re thinking about Fun Fashions here, not 

Era Fashions Judging. 

Next, on the left-hand page scan the details of the image 

with the similarly tied scarf, in yellow. While out shopping 

I also saw lots and lots of long-length cardigans, many with 

matching sleeveless sweaters. Again, look at the skirt; see 

the length and the style? This time the skirt is straight 

when paired with this open-front cardigan, the “hip-line 

detail” is done under the cardigan with a loose, narrow 

belt, resting just about over the hip-bones. The cloche is 

coordinated to the detailing on the cardigan and the 

decoration on the cloche is matched to the scarf.  

You may be able to find matching skirt, sweater and 

cardigan coordinates in a ladies suit department. Or, you  

could find a solid color skirt, straight or pleated, that 

accents the details on your cardigan/sweater set. You can 

continued on page 10 

By Dotti Shogren 

P A G E  9  



“Comparing 

these two  

key points  

is a good 

way to  

know 

whether  

you are 

looking at  

Fun 

Fashions  

for the  

late1920’s 

or the  

early 

1930’s.”  

 
 
 
 
 

continued from page 9 

 

visualize what the pictured ensemble would look 

like with a solid brown skirt. 

To begin learning to recognize the details that make 

a Fun Fashion simulate a particular year of the 

Model A era just look for a few key elements:  

1. Length of hem compared to position of “waistline.” 

Generally speaking, in 1928 and 1929 it was “hem-

up, waist-down.” For comparison, I have inserted 

the photo at left that shows style details for 1930 

and 1931. Notice how the details have changed to 

“hem-down, waist-up.”   

2. Loosely fitted tops compared to shapely, feminine 

styling above the waist. The Butterick Quarterly 

Summer 1928 shows the “fit” is a straight sided, loose 

fitting, boyish silhouette from top to hem, while the photo at 

left, indicative of the early 1930’s has the more fitted, 

feminine silhouette with flared hem. 
Comparing these two key points is a good way to know 

whether you are looking at fashions of the late 1920’s or 

the early 1930’s.  

Of course these drastic changes did not happen over 

night. When looking at dated illustrations you will find it 

isn’t as cut and dried as I have described. Well-to-do 

consumers purchasing expensive outfits or clothing for 

special occasions would likely be at the forefront of fashion 

while the woman purchasing clothing from a Sears catalog, 

or constructing home-made dresses, didn’t necessarily 

have access to the European trends. The average woman of 

the era did the best she could to keep up with the styles.  

If you study this topic, you will as an example, run 

across a picture dated as 1930, that still may have 

traces of details from the previous decade, such as a 

slightly dropped waist. But in general, if you know 

how the shapes and styles shifted from “baggy” to 

“fitted” and how waist-lines and hem-lines “moved” 

you will be well on your way towards recognizing 

the differences in clothing styles between the two 

decades.  

Why should you care, you might ask? Two reasons 

come to mind. First, some ladies like to dress for the 

year of their car. For instance, coordinating a Fun 

Fashions outfit depicting 1928 with their 1928 Model 

‘A’. Secondly, some ladies would prefer to select their style 

based on their body type rather than their car.  

Modifications to an outfit can blend these two methods 

together. For example, are your lower legs one of your best 

features while the loose bodice of the ’28-’29 dress helps to 

camouflage a thicker waist? The shorter hemline might 

appeal to you, but then thinking about hip-accentuating 

detail is unappealing? This is the time to ignore the label 

size! Be sure that the fabric at the hip doesn’t fit too tightly 

and that it isn’t a contrasting color or fabric such as the 

blue and white ensemble on the left-hand (Butterick) page 

above. In other words, don’t draw attention to your, er…

posterior, with a bright accent color! Keep things all one 

color from top to bottom, with contrasting colored accents 

closer to your face. 

Is the contouring shape of a belted waist not your thing 

but you prefer the longer hemlines of the 1930’s? You can 

imitate the early ‘30’s silhouette by wearing a waist-length 

jacket over a fitted dress that flares a bit, or a blouse and 

skirt, with the ‘30’s era hem length. If the bottom edge of 

the jacket ends right at your waist, you still have that 

horizontal detail at the natural waistline, without a belt.  If 

there are details on the jacket that emphasize this 

horizontal line, all the better. Use other elements of the era 

(that I cannot go into for reasons of article length) such as 

type of fabric, accessories, etc., to carry the your theme. Of 

course, if you don’t have figure challenges, kudos to you-

enjoy any of the styles! 

Most of all, just have fun with dressing up for club 

events. There are 

l oads  of  era 

fashions articles at 

www.mafca.com, as 

well as wonderful 

reference books for 

sale about era 

fashions on the 

MAFCA website. 
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Distributor Roadside Seminar 
by Tom Endy 

A spare distributor: 
On any long club tour sooner or later one of the Model A's will pull over to the side of the road and up will come the 

hood. The first component to be attacked is the distributor, and it is probably the most likely source of the problem. For 

this reason it makes sense to carry a spare distributor with you that has been rebuilt with the points already set, and most 

important, tested on the same running car. It is a lot easier to swap out the distributor than to be standing 

along side the road fooling around trying to determine what's wrong with it and to attempt to change out 

numerous parts. You do not have to reset the timing as long as you do not disturb the cam screw and you 

are installing it in the same car it was tested on. 

Distributor failure: 

The three most likely things that tend to go wrong with a distributor are (1) the condenser failing, (2) the 

lower plate wire breaking or shorting, or (3) the point gap closing up. 

The points: 
The point gap should be the first thing to check and they can be easily set without changing the distributor. Points tend 

to close up as the rubbing block wears. This is especially true on a new set of points. The points will close up considerably 

during the first 100 miles, until a glaze is worn into the rubbing block. So if you just installed new points before starting 

out on the big tour, be prepared to have to reset them sometime soon. After that you only need to reset that at about 1,000-

mile intervals. Points are set at .018 to .022, so be sure to carry a set of feeler gauges with you. 

Henry's wayward wire: 
The wire that connects the upper and lower distributor plates together is also 

prone to break and/or short out. The arrangement wasn't one of Henry's 

better ideas. The wire is supposed to be a very flexible 80-strand wire to be 

able to better withstand the constant movement imposed by the driver's use 

of the spark advance lever. Most distributors by now do not have the proper 

wire installed, and even with the proper wire, they will still eventually break 

due to the constant flexing. Be wary of the "modern" lower plates being 

offered by most suppliers. They will eventually fail (after about 1,000 miles) because of the constant sparking and erosion 

of the contacting parts. Bratton sells the correct 80-strand wire and is really the only best solution. 

The condenser: 
The condenser is usually the first thing everyone wants to replace. I have seen countless numbers of them replaced over 

the years, but I have only seen one that actually failed. Many years ago era condensers were susceptible to failure due to 

heat, and in the present day due to inherent poor quality. The condenser is located in close proximity to the exhaust 

manifold where it is extremely hot under normal conditions. If your engine becomes over heated due to high ambient 

temperatures and/or running out of water, or driving around with the spark handle all the way up you could do damage to 

the condenser. The poor quality of many condensers on the market is the bigger problem though. Look at the end of the 

condenser where the strap is attached. If it has a 1\4" round circle and is soldered on to the base of the condenser, don't 

use it. Temperatures can get high enough to melt the solder. Look for a condenser that has the strap stake welded on, they 

will have three small dots on the strap where it attaches to the base of the condenser. These are the better quality 

condensers. Bratton's Antique Auto stocks them. 

TINKERIN’ TIPS 

“The point 

gap  

should be  

the first  

thing to check  

and they  

can  

be easily set  

without 

changing  

the 

distributor.” 

 
continued on page 12 

P A G E  1 1  



 
 
 
 

Continued from page 11 

Roadside distributor replacement: 

It is never a good idea to break the torque on any one of the 14 head bolts as it can cause the head to warp and 

allow water to leak into the oil pan. Unfortunately Henry came up with a fool proof anti-theft scheme that works very 

well even in the modern day, but involves one of the head bolts. An armored cable from the ignition switch to the 

distributor protects the integrity of the wire providing power to the points. The cable has a clamp around it and is 

bolted to the #8 head bolt making it difficult to remove the distributor to insert a hot wire. It is not a good idea to 

break the torque on the #8 head bolt either out on the road or in your garage. A prudent thing to do is to remove 

and discard the clamp and allow the cable to be free. You also need to put a spacer under the nut of the #8 stud to 

take up the space vacated by the clamp. The #8 stud is slightly longer than the other studs. With this arrangement it 

is an easy task to replace the distributor alongside the road without risking creating more problems by inducing a 

warp in the head. 

Distributor tools and support: 

A couple of other items that are a must besides the spare distributor is a cam wrench, part number A12210-W. 

They sell for about $1 at most any Model A Ford supply house. The other item is a small inspection mirror, like a 

dentist uses. After you think you have located the timing mark, check with your mirror to see if the hole in the 

timing gear is really on the mark. One last consideration is the type of distributor shaft installed. There are two types, 

a long shaft and two short shafts. My recommendation is to install only the short shaft when rebuilding a distributor. 

The short shaft requires that another short shaft of similar length be installed down in the engine block. The second 

shaft is easy to install; just drop it down the hole in the engine block and rotate it with a screw driver until it locks in 

the slot. The two-shaft arrangement provides some amount of U-joint action which is easier on the distributor shaft 

bushings. It's also a good idea to carry an extra short engine shaft with you (part number A12249). This is in case a 

fellow club member breaks down, he needs to borrow your spare distributor, and the one in his car has the long 

distributor shaft installed. You will also have to reset the timing if you install your spare on someone else's car. 

“My  

recommendation  

is to  

install only  

the short  

shaft when 

rebuilding a 

distributor.”  

October 20, 1927 
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NOV. 29 

Gaston Livery Stables  

Car Display & Gift Faire  

1315 RICHLAND AVENUE, EAST  

AFTER CARS AND COFFEE 

PLAN TO DISPLAY YOUR MODEL A 

DEC. 2 

AIKEN MODEL A’S MEETING 

7 P.M. FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH 

O’DELL WEEK’S CENTER, WHISKEY ROAD 

DEC. 6 

CARS AND COFFEE 

ATLANTA BREAD COMPANY   1944 WHISKEY RD.  

EVERY SATURDAY   10 TO 11 A.M.  

ANY and ALL CAR ENTHUSIASTS WELCOME 

DEC. 6 

GRANITEVILLE 

CHRISTMAS PARADE 

LINE UP AT 2 P.M. 

PARADE AT 3 P.M. 

DEC. 7 

EDGEFIELD  

CHRISTMAS PARADE 

LINE UP AT 3 P.M. 

PARADE AT 4 P.M. 

DEC. 7  

JACKSON CHRISTMAS PARADE 

LINE UP AT 1:30 P.M. 

PARADE AT 3:30 P.M. 

DEC. 14 

AIKEN JAYCEE’S CHRISTMAS 

PARADE 

LINE UP AT 1 P.M. 

PARADE AT 2 P.M. 

DEC. 19 

CURRIER AND IVES CHRISTMAS 

SHUTTLE SERVICE 

SAGE VALLEY GOLF CLUB 

MARCH 22, 2015  

19TH ANNUAL PICNIC  

IN THE PARK 

 SALUDA SHOALS PARK, IRMO, SOUTH CAROLINA  

HOSTS: PALMETTO A’S  

APRIL 25-26, 2015  

9TH ANNUAL ALL MODEL A 

PARTS SWAP MEET 

GREENWOOD SC  

HOSTS: OLD 96 DISTRICT MODEL A FORD CLUB 

MAY 16, 2015  

MUSIC AND ARTS FESTIVAL 

PARADE AND CAR SHOW 

BLACKVILLE, SC 

PARADE IN A.M.  

CAR SHOW TO FOLLOW 

PLAN TO DISPLAY YOUR MODEL A 

UUU P C O M I N GP C O M I N GP C O M I N G       

EEE V E N T SV E N T SV E N T S  DDDECEMBERECEMBERECEMBER   201420142014   

Su Mo Tu We Th Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

27 29 30 31    

YOUR BUSINESS AD  

COULD BE HERE! 
$100 ANNUALLY/12 ISSUES 

MAIL CHECK TO: 

AIKEN MODEL A’S  PO BOX 992 

AIKEN SC 29802 

TRANSMIT AD COPY TO: 

aikenmodelas@gmail.com 

ABOUT THE CALENDAR 
TO HAVE YOUR EVENT ADDED TO THE CALENDAR, CONTACT  dottishogren@gforcecable.com 

SUBMISSIONS WILL BE INCLUDED AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CLUB OFFICERS 

FOR DETAILS OF EVENTS OVER 30 DAYS OUT, ATTEND AN AMA MEETING OR CONTACT DOTTI SHOGREN 
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“Coming together is the beginning. Keeping together is 

progress. Working together is success.”  

― Henry Ford 

Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month   

Room 1    Odell Weeks Center     

1700 Whiskey Road, Aiken SC         

7:00-8:30 p.m.    

2014 Tech Seminar Topic Presentation By: 

December 2       

2015   

January 6        HORNS Walker Crosby 

February 3 T.B.D. Greg Jones 

March 3  Available 

MMMEETINGEETINGEETING   SSSCHEDULECHEDULECHEDULE   & T& T& TECHNICALECHNICALECHNICAL   SSSEMINARSEMINARSEMINARS   ACKNOWLEDGEMNETS 

PAGE 1  Photo “Going Home” by Barry Ready. 

 A tribute to his late father, Wayne 

 Ready 

PAGE 1-2 Ridge Spring Tour photos courtesy 

 of Pat Roberts and Greg Jones 

PAGE 4  “The Early Birds” reprinted with 

 permission from The Restorer. Author, 

 H.S. “Doc” Kalinka 

Page 8   “Throughout Model A…” quote  from 

 www.abarnyard.com    

Pages 9-10 Fashions photos from Pinterest 

Page 11 Distributor Roadside Seminar 

 reprinted with permission of the 

 author, Tom Endy of the  

 Santa Anita A's.  

 Photos: Greg Jones 

Page 12 Henry Ford photo from https://

 autos.yahoo.com/blogs/motoramic/october

 -20--henry-ford-stamps-the-first-model-a-

 engine-on-this-date-in-1927-

 123310911.html 

 

 

 The Aiken Model A’s are a chapter of the Model A Ford 

Club of America (MAFCA).  We are a not-for-profit corporation 

dedicated to the preservation and the restoration of the Model A Ford 

automobile. Owning a Model A Ford is not required for membership. 

Annual dues are $50. Aiken Model A’s club members are also 

required to maintain membership in MAFCA ($40 annually). MAFCA 

membership includes a subscription to The Restorer Magazine, 

technical support and other benefits. A MAFCA membership 

application can be printed at www.mafca.com. For information 

concerning membership in the Aiken Model A’s, contact Pat Roberts 

or aikenmodelas@gmail.com. 

About This Newsletter © 2014 Aiken Model 

A’s, except as noted. Please contact Greg 

Jones concerning re-printing of articles, 

illustrations, or photos.  

Greg Jones 

President 

Co-Editor 

720-272-7907 

Dotti Shogren 

Vice-President 

Co-Editor 

803-649-6023 

Don Cerefin 

Treasurer 
803-644-4437 

Rachel d’Entremont 

Secretary 
(803) 508-4744 

Pat Roberts 

Membership Coordinator 
(803) 649-0054 

AIKEN MODEL A’S 

PO BOX 992 

AIKEN SC 29802  
aikenmodelas@gmail.com 

CCCONTACTONTACTONTACT   IIINFORMATIONNFORMATIONNFORMATION   ANDANDAND   OOOFFICERSFFICERSFFICERS   

AAABOUTBOUTBOUT   THETHETHE   AAAIKENIKENIKEN   MMMODELODELODEL   A’A’A’SSS   

A I K E N  M O D E L  A ’ S  N E W S L E T T E R  
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