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Goodbye 2014, Hello 2015 
The beginning of a New Year is 

always a time for reflection, not only 

on the year just ended, but the goals 

and objectives for the year ahead.  

Though our MAFCA Charter 

declares September 6, 2014 as the date 

the Aiken Model A’s became an 

official club, uncounted hours of 

planning and discussions went into 

launching this “new chapter in an old 

story.” The wi l l ingness  and 

persistence shown by members in 

g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n 

incorporation, (including hours and 

hours of bureaucratic red tape!) 

writing by-laws, renting the post 

office box and finding a meeting 

room, researching websites, designing 

logos, and countless other details is 

commendable.  

The objectives of this club may not 

be spelled out on paper, but anyone 

who hangs around for awhile becomes 

aware of an underlying current of 

cooperation in the business of running 

this club, in the technical and 

mechanical aspects of keeping these 

cars on the road and in the spirit of 

fellowship in finding activities to meet 

the members’ interests. Going 

forward,  it  is  part ic ipat ion, 

community service, camaraderie and 

generosity of spirit that will fulfill the 

prophecy of this quote; 

“If everyone is moving forward 

together, then success takes care of 

itself.” 
Henry Ford 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/henryford384400.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/henryford384400.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/henryford384400.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/henryford384400.html
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Another Christmas is upon us, and for those 

with Model A Fords that means Christmas 

parades.  Lots of small (and not so small) towns 

surrounding Aiken hold a parade in December 

and the Aiken Model A’s have participated in 

some of them.  Several cars participated in the 

somewhat damp Graniteville parade, and the 

very next day at the Edgefield parade.  Then 

of course there is the home town parade of 

Aiken on December 14.  I really believe those 

of us with Model A’s enjoy the parades as 

much as those watching.  Our cars are decked 

with “boughs of holly” and various other types 

of Christmas decorations.  It is a delight to 

move slowly through the parade and watch the 

reactions of young and old.  You can tell that 

the Model A still retains its timeless attraction, 

for who on earth doesn’t love an old Model A 

Ford! This year at the Aiken parade, Stephanie 

Turner and her mother are riding in the parade 

and doing an interview of club members for an 

article in the Aiken Standard.  I believe the 

article is scheduled to be printed in the 

December 18th edition of the Aiken Standard, 

so be watching for it. 

I want to make a special point of thanking 

Dotti Shogren for picking up the chores of 

putting out the newsletter.  When I opened her 

first newsletter the first words out of my 

mouth were “Wow!”  Dotti has a background 

in interior design and you can tell she knows 

what she is doing.  I do want to reinforce to all 

members that we need to contribute to the 

newsletter effort-even just an email to Dotti 

letting her know what you are doing that is 

Model A related.  Even just a sentence, such as:  

“I spent the weekend hand-sanding my wire 

spoke wheels to prepare for paint.  I got them 

done and they will be off to the paint shop.  I 

decided that I would paint them Aurora Red to 

match the body color.”  I think you get the 

idea.  Even though you might think it is 

mundane, believe it or not we are all interested 

in these little nuggets of information.  

Additionally, if you have an idea for an article 

or even pictures of something Model A related 

(or era fashion, too!) please submit them. 

In early January we are planning to go wake 

up a “Rip Van Winkle” Model A that has been 

sitting for quite some time in Trenton.  Craig 

McMullin is making the arrangements for 

getting a work party together for early 

January.  I don’t know how we could be 

anything but successful in getting the car 

started, with all the expertise in the Aiken 

Model A’s.  Plus, we have the added bonus of 

being obstinate and won’t quit ‘till it runs! 

At our January meeting we need to start 

serious discussion on a future meeting place for 

the club.  The Odell Weeks center is convenient 

of course but does cost the club $20 per month.  

More importantly, I think many of the 

members would like to hold the meeting in a 

“Model A environment” such as someone’s 

shop.  Tom Roberts has mentioned the use of 

his place and we should talk about it and what 

we might need to do to help Tom make it a 

good meeting place.  Tom has noted that he is 

not “centrally located” and we can discuss that 

aspect as well. 

In closing, I want to thank all of the 

members of the Aiken Model A’s for helping 

get this new MAFCA chapter off the ground.  I 

think we have a bright future.  Have a merry 

Christmas with your loved ones, and I wish 

you a happy, healthy, and prosperous new 

year! 

Pratterings from the Prez 
Greg Jones  
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GASTON LIVERY STABLE TOUR  

up to the second floor loft for storage 

and maintenance. The metal roof of 

the building and heat rising from 

below made the loft a suitable place 

to work on carriages in the winter 

months. The loft could house up to 

ten carriages. 

While our Model A’s were lined up 

for display, adding a nice ambience 

to the open field in front of the barn, 

club members took the opportunity 

to shop. Vendors at the Faire 

included local artisans displaying 

hand-crafted jewelry, pottery fired 

on-site,  works in wood, goat cheeses, 

hand-made soaps and candles, art 

and other interesting items suitable 

for holiday gifting. A portion of the 

proceeds from the sales will go to 

support the continuing work of 

preserving the Gaston Livery Stable. 

The AMA’s supported the Shop 

Small Business Saturday campaign in 

November by attending the Gaston 

Livery Stable Art, Artisans and 

Equestrians Faire on November 29th.  

Ten members met for Cars and 

Coffee and afterwards toured in five 

Model A’s and two modern vehicles 

to the downtown Aiken historical 

landmark. There, we were joined by 

an additional Model A and two more 

club members. 

The barn was built in 1893 and is 

the only one still standing in South 

Carolina (and possibly in the U.S.) 

with a carriage lift. To save the barn 

from demolition, Friends of the 

Gaston Livery Stable was formed in 

2011 and has worked ever since to 

restore and preserve the old 

structure. 

AMA members were 

treated to a tour where 

we saw the original 

carriage lift.  In it’s day 

the lift was counter-

balanced so that a single 

man could lift a carriage 

TOP: Original 

windows will be 

repaired. 

LEFT: The original 

barn and metal roof. 

BELOW: Original 

hardware operates 

sliding barn doors. 

BOTTOM: The 

original carriage lift is 

undergoing 

restoration. 

 Members’ cars are lined up and on display. 
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PARADES  PARADES  PARADES  PARADES  PARADES   

December parade season is a special time in a 

warm winter climate. You won’t find children 

standing on city streets, pumping a bent arm up 

and down, signaling their desire to hear the 

“aroohga” of a Model A horn just anywhere on a 

December weekend! But in the south, on a 

pleasant winter’s day older parade patrons call 

out, “I had one just like that in high-school” and 

captivated “wanna-be-mechanics” teens holler 

“Nice car, dude!” December parades are a great 

time to share these wonderful automotive 

antiques with appreciative fans. The Aiken Model 

A’s did just that at this year’s Graniteville, 

Edgefield and Aiken Jaycees’ Christmas Parades.  

Participating in the Graniteville parade on 

December 6th were six cars driven by; Don 

Cerefin, Greg Jones, Larry Lamb with Cheryl, 

Rachel d’Entremont with friend Ike Carpenter, 

Eric Shogren with Dotti, and Bryan Roberts with 

girlfriend Haley Vandervort. 

The rain had threatened the Graniteville 

parade, but the weather cooperated and it was a 

gorgeous day at the Edgefield parade. The AMA’s 

had four cars in attendance on December 7th in 

Edgefield. Members included Eric and Dotti 

Shogren,  Rachel d’Entremont, Larry and Cheryl 

Lamb, and Vance Coulthard and Louise Mellon. 

The largest turn-out of Model A Fords was at 

the unseasonably warm Aiken parade on December 

14th. For a short while there were 12 Model A’s 

waiting for the parade to begin...then...a strange 

jinx fell over our group. Craig McMullin's 1930 

Fordor convinced him not to temp fate, but to 

limp home before real trouble struck. A short 

while later, just after we were given the word that 

we would be rolling soon, the Roberts’ 1928 

Roadster Pickup conked out.  Next, a block into 

the parade, we came to a long standstill and Larry 

and Cheryl Lamb’s 1930 Tudor Sedan vapor 

locked!  Nine other cars representing both the 

Shade Tree A’s from Augusta, Georgia and the 

Aiken Model A’s completed the parade, including;  

Don Cerefin - 1929 Coupe 

Tom and Pat Roberts - 1931 Slant Window Town 

Sedan  

Ted and Becky Roberts in Tom’s 1929 Special 

Coupe 

Bryan Roberts and Haley Vandervort in Tom’s 

1929 Panel Delivery 

Ken Jackson - 1931 Standard Coupe 

Rachel d’Entremont and Ike Carpenter - 1928 

Roadster 

George Gordon and Rita Thornhill - 1929 Closed 

Cab Pickup 

Eric and Dotti Shogren - 1931 Slant Window 

Town Sedan  

William Gordon - 1929 Sport Coupe 

ABOVE: Greg Jones, Don Cerefin and Tom Roberts’ cars at the 

Graniteville parade 

ABOVE LEFT: Rachel d’Entremont, Bryan Roberts and Eric Shogren 

at the Graniteville parade on December 6th. 

Continued on page 5 
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Left: 

Six Model A’s 

paraded in 

Graniteville  

on 

December 6th 

Edgefield Line Up 

Four cars participated in the Edgefield parade. Club members Cheryl and Larry Lamb with their son Ryan, 

Dotti and Eric Shogren with their three dogs, Rachel d’Entremont, and Vance Coulthard with Louise 

Mellon and her two dogs, enjoyed a sunny Sunday in Edgefield. 

Left and Right: 

Edgefield Christmas Parade 

December 7, 2014 

Louise Mellon’s Pembroke Welsh 

Corgi “Ruffles” was all decked out 

and riding with her in the rumble 

seat of Vance Coulthard’s ‘31 

Roadster. 

Rachel d’Entremont’s view of the parade. 

Continued on page 6 
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 LEFT: George Gordon’s 1929 Closed Cab 

Pickup is dressed and ready for the admiring 

Aiken crowds, followed by George's Sport 

Coupe driven by his son, William. Next, 

Cheryl decorates the Lamb’s 1930 Tudor 

Sedan. 

CENTER: Spectators at the Aiken 

Parade wave and raise cameras as the 

Model A Fords pass by. 

ABOVE: Jolly elves ride in style on Roberts' 1929 Panel Delivery 

at the Aiken parade. 

BELOW: Ken Jackson leans 

to see down the street 

where the parade is in 

progress. “Is it time to get 

into the cars yet?” 

LEFT: Pat Roberts’ decorates their Roadster Pickup for the Aiken 

parade. 

 

BELOW: Rachel d'Entremont cleverly made festive door hangings 

for her 1928 Roadster by cutting a table runner into two panels! 



Don Cerefin attaches decorations to his ‘29 Coupe 
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OUR NEXT 

TOUR IS JAN. 3RD  

FOR A WORK 

DAY IN 

TRENTON  

JANUARY 3RD  

WORK DAY AND BROWN BAG LUNCH 
The Aiken Model A’s have a mission this month to “rescue” a 1930 pickup 

that is stored on a farm in Trenton, S.C. Craig McMullin has been in contact 

with the wife of the truck’s owner and learned that the pick up has not run in 

several years.  No longer physically able to work on his Model A it is his dream 

to see his truck running again. The AMA’s will work to get the ‘old girl 

purring again’ and bring New Year’s joy to this Model A owner. 

  Club members are encouraged to dive their Model A and meet at 9:30 in 

front of Meybohm Realty on Laurens Street, on Saturday, January 3rd. We 

will tour to the location, meeting Craig there about 10 a.m. Members are asked 

to bring any tools and parts they think they might need for this type of job. 

The owner will reimburse you for any parts used to get his truck running 

again. All participants are encouraged to bring a brown bag lunch and their 

beverage. Rachel will bring a pot of chili to share! 

Important note about January 3rd Cars and Coffee! 
Because a large contingent of AMA members are participating in the work day described above, 

the group at Saturday morning Cars and Coffee may be quite small...or none at all! 

The Aiken Model A’s are “Celebrities!” 
One of the highlights at the Aiken Jaycees’ 

Christmas Parade was our “back seat guests” 

that rode with Eric and me. Stephanie Turner, a 

reporter with the Aiken Standard, accompanied 

by her mother from Evans, Georgia, arrived 

during line-up and met with several club 

members.  Stephanie captured detail after detail 

about the Aiken Model A’s and wrote an 

outstanding article that was published in the 

Aiken Standard on December 18, 2014.  Eric and 

I viewed the digital edition on an iPad, which 

included several photos of the cars, but I have yet 

to see a print version since we were away from 

home for the holidays. 

If you can bring a copy of the news article to 

the January 6th club meeting to share with 

others who may have also missed seeing it, please 

do so. 

As it turns out, Stephanie and her mom are not 

strangers to Model A’s as there has been one in 

the family for many years and Stephanie’s 

mother recently inherited it. 

A big thank you to Stephanie for an 

exceptionally well written article! — Dotti Shogren 
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Currier and Ives Old Fashioned Christmas  

at Sage Valley Golf Club 

Sage Valley Golf Club is a private national membership golf club located in 

Graniteville, South Carolina. Each Christmas season for the past eight or so 

years, the Sage Valley members have enjoyed “specialty” transportation as 

they are escorted to the main club house for their annual Currier and Ives 

Old Fashioned Christmas celebration and dinner event. This year the Aiken 

Model A’s were on call, replacing horse drawn buggies and tractor-pulled 

wagons used in the past. 

On the evening of December 19th, Aiken Model A’s members dressed in era 

fashions, arrived for chauffeur duty at the Sage Valley Golf Club. Each AMA 

member made about seven round trips in their Model A to transport the Golf 

Clubs’ members from the parking area to the Club House. The passengers 

were delighted with their experience of riding in a Model A Ford. Even 

though the Tudor and Fordor models presented easier access, it was the 

rumble seats of the Roadsters and the Coupe that were in highest demand!  

Participants and cars were: Rachel d’Entremont-1928 Roadster, Walker 

Crosby-1931 Deluxe Roadster, Greg Jones-driving the Shogren’s 1931 SW 

Town Sedan, Vance Coulthard-1928 Tudor, Larry Lamb and son-1930 Tudor 

Sedan, Tom Roberts-1931 SW Town Sedan, Tom’s grandson Bryan-1929 

Special Coupe, and on display was Roberts’ 1929 Panel Delivery.   

The Golf Club provided coffee and hot apple cider for the drivers, Ted 

Roberts assisted passengers into and out of vehicles, and Larry Lamb made 

fresh kettle corn, sending every AMA member home with a generous bag! 

Larry is the Equipment Manager at Sage Valley Golf Club and coordinated 

the event. He reports that the management at the Golf Club was very 

pleased. So much so, that 

the AMA’s will receive a 

donation from the Golf 

Club and already have an 

invitation to provide 

chauffer services for the 

2015 Currier and Ives 

event! 
 

 

 

 

The line-up 

of Model A’s 

with club 

members 

gathered by 

a warm fire 

waiting for 

instructions. 
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Present: Greg Jones, Dotti & Eric Shogren, Don 

Cerefin, Rachel d’Entremont, Pat & Tom Roberts, 

George Gordon, Rita Thornhill, Misty Hooker, 

Vance Coutlhard, Craig McMullin, Jim & Sheila 

McPherson,  Larry Lamb. 

President Jones called the meeting to order 

shortly before 7 pm by welcoming  everyone to 

the meeting. He reminded those present that the 

minutes had been distributed via e-mail and that 

they were in the newsletter. No amendments 

were offered. 

There was discussion about the dues for new 

members and whether there should be a date 

after which the dues would be included in the 

next year’s dues. Rachel made the motion, 

seconded by Dotti, that those joining April 1st or 

later would not owe any dues for the remainder 

of the fiscal year (July 1 through June 30). The 

motion passed. There was concern expressed that 

this would be confusing because MAFCA (Model A 

Ford Club of America) dues are paid on the 

calendar year and has a different grace period. 

Because the AMA’s does not collect MAFCA dues, 

but rather leaves it to the individual member to 

pay, it was decided that there was no problem. 

There was clarification that Pat’s position of 

Membership Coordinator is not an office and that 

the draft By-laws should reflect that. Greg 

commented that the By-laws would be discussed 

and hopefully approved at the next regular 

meeting. 

Dotti asked if the club’s newsletter should 

have a name and several ideas were mentioned. A 

comment was made that often it was difficult to 

know to what club a newsletter is attached if it 

has a name other than that of the club.  

There was discussion about whether the club 

should sponsor a brick at the Gilmore Museum.  

There was some concern that although it was a 

worthy cause, that the club needed to conserve 

its resources until it was better established. It 

was noted that if three club members join Model 

A Ford Foundation, Inc a.k.a. MAFFI (for a year's 

membership) AND all three checks are mailed in 

one envelope, the club is eligible to include in 

the SAME envelope, a completed "brick 

engraving form" and MAFFI will give the club a 

free brick. Otherwise, individuals may purchase 

an engraved brick for $150. Membership is 

separate from bricks, and starts at $25, though 

there are increasing levels of "giving." 

There was discussion about MARC (Model A 

Restorer’s Club) membership and it was 

suggested that at this time the club not be 

affiliated but that the topic may be revisited at a 

later time. Individuals may join if they wish. 

Greg reported that he had sent eleven letters 

to possible advertisers for the newsletter and had 

received two ads. It was agreed that it would be a 

good idea for those advertisers and those who 

had not yet responded to receive copy of the 

newsletter. Dotti was complimented on the 

excellent job she had done with the newsletter. 

Greg agreed to provide Dotti with a list of those 

to whom he’d sent his letters. 

Don reported that we had a healthy balance 

and that if people had bills to submit, they could 

do so.  Tom and Pat said that they did not want 

reimbursement; they said the 6-month rent at the 

Weeks center and the Post Office Box rental for 

the first year had been their donation. They were 

thanked for their generosity. 

It was noted that we were halfway through the 

6-month rental of the room at the Weeks Center 

and that a new “less sterile” meeting place 

needed to be found. 

The first two tours of the AMA’s, a drive to 

Ridge Spring for lunch and the display at the 

Gaston Livery Stable, were deemed to be 

successful. Greg said that he hoped for at least 

one tour per month. Craig offered to arrange for 

the next tour which would be a work day at the 

garage of Clarise Wise in Trenton.  There is a long

-neglected Model A that the club will attempt to 

get running. Those in Aiken will leave from 

Meybohm Realty on Laurens Street at 9:20 a.m. 

with a plan to start work at 10 a.m.  Craig will 

find out what year the car is and provide a map. 

Larry agreed to provide a generator. We will plan 

for a picnic lunch. 

Dotti reminded everyone that she needs 

information and articles for the newsletter and 

that the next deadline is Dec 14. 

Larry said that he would like to know what 

cars and how many passengers they can take by 

Dec 8 for the Sage Valley event at which we will 

be chauffeuring people from the parking lot to 

the clubhouse. He said that if people did not want 

others in their car, it could be used for display- 

just let him know. He offered to take us over 

there after the Graniteville parade (Dec 6) so that 

we could see the layout. Cars may be left 

overnight after the event if anyone does not want 

to drive back in the dark. 

Upcoming parades were mentioned: 

Graniteville Dec. 6, meet at Roses at 2 p.m. for 

3:00 parade; Edgefield on Dec 7, 3:00 lineup for a 

4 p.m. parade; and Aiken on Dec 14 with a 1:00 

lineup for a 2 p.m. parade. 

A sign-up sheet for tech sessions was passed 

around. The impromptu topic for the evening was 

wobbly wheels. There was discussion about 

adding a washer. Another possible cause was the 

need to balance the wheels. Craig suggested 

Eubanks on Walton Way. 

Pat reported that she is making progress in 

setting up the website and that she will be 

meeting with her website mentor after the first of 

the year.  

Everyone was reminded that Rachel is keeping 

a file of tour ideas. Craig suggested that we 

include the Edgefield Prohibition raid scheduled 

for Sept 18, 2015. 

Dotti asked if there would be a discount for 

members who wanted to run ads in the 

newsletter. The consensus was that all ads, 

members or non-,  would be $100 and would be 

for the entire year. Model A related items may be 

advertised for free. 

 There being no further business, the meeting 

was adjourned at about 8:15 pm. 

 

Rachel d’Entremont 

Secretary 

 



  

 I participated in the Gaston Livery Stable outing, driving my Cooper Mini. Eric wasn’t in town and I 

haven’t regained the confidence to take my Fordor out “solo” due to last year’s surgeries. Because the 

fellowship is as much of an incentive as is the fun of riding in the car, I wasn’t going to miss out! I want 

to extend “kudos” to other AMA members who tour without driving an ‘A’ either for health reasons, or 

their car isn’t running or because there isn’t one in their garage — YET!  

The newsletter distribution list includes several people who have an interest in the cars, but have yet 

to “check us out.” I extend a big WELCOME to anyone wanting to know more about our club, but are 

waiting because they don’t have a car yet. Come try out our club as a guest at a monthly meeting, or 

better yet, just join!  Having the support and knowledge of the club’s members is a great way to locate 

your first Model A. Just a warning, that’s how members end up with more than one Model ‘A’ in the 

garage!  — Dotti Shogren     

 

HOW ONE MODEL ‘A’ BECAME FOUR 
BY PAT ROBERTS 

Listed among the secretary’s duties in our Bylaws is “overseeing the upkeep of a roster of 

the…membership.”  I offered to assist our secretary, Rachel, with this responsibility along with 

answering inquiries from potential members, distributing membership items to 

those who’ve just joined, etc.  The main reason I volunteered is that 1) I have 

the software on my computer that generates these rosters (important!) and 2) 

I’ve been doing this type of thing for several years with our sister club. 

But...that’s why I’m the “membership coordinator.” Why Tom and I are in a 

Model A Club in the first place goes w-a-a-y-y back...to at least 1955 when Tom 

wrote in his Pennsylvania yearbook ‘I want a souped up Model A’.  Over the 

years, the ‘souped up’ part of his wish disappeared, but fast forward 40+ years. 

When we retired to Aiken in 1997 I felt he needed something to do (and told him 

so, of course!).  The Model A interest was still there, so he began to develop it. 

Model A #1 was a 1928 Roadster pickup.  I won’t soon forget its arrival at our 

house – Tom and our son Ted came home with a (modern) pickup full of boxes 

and parts...and a valuable item….a picture of what the pickup was to look like 

when it was finished.  Oh, they learned a lot from that truck and did all of the 

work, including the painting. Today, it’s the vehicle I drive in parades, etc., 

eliciting such comments as “Look!  Granny’s driving” and “You go, girl!” 

Success breeds success, they say, and it seemed it was time for Model A #2.  

By this time Tom had met Jim McPherson, and from him he purchased a 1929 

Special Coupe.  It came home black, but now it’s a beautiful shade of red.  Again, Tom and Ted 

did all the work (except for the top) and again, they were learning and learning and learning! 

I could tell when the Coupe was finished it was time for Model A #3.  This car spent the last 

years of its life out in the woods with trees growing through it. When it arrived at our ‘stable’, it 

was rough indeed (get Tom to show you its picture) — a 1931 Slant Window Town Sedan. The 

Fordor is now a nicely-restored, comfortable and roomy sedan.  The Roberts team was still 

restoring and still learning! 
                                              Continued on page 11 

That goes  

w-a-a-y-y 
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Pennsylvania 

yearbook  ‘I 

want a souped 

up Model A’.   
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Model A #4 is different – it’s a 1929 Special Delivery.  Tom built and finished the wooden body 

himself, though he had help with the windows in the back.  

On its side panels we recognize Myers Mill, a Pennsylvania 

grist mill that had been in my mom’s family since the 

1800’s.  This vehicle made its debut at an Aiken Christmas 

parade.   

The help and friendship we both have received from the 

Model A clubs over the years has been enormous.  We’d like 

to encourage anyone who has an “A” that isn’t running, or 

who has maybe just thought about getting a Model A, to 

jump right in with both feet…it’s a great, fun and rewarding 

hobby. 

HOW ONE MODEL A BECAME FOUR  continued from page 10 

 



  HISTORICAL TRIVIA 

What is the historical significance of these 

three photos as they relate to our hobby? 

Think you know? E-mail me at 

dottishogren@gforcecable.com with the 

subject line, “Trivia” and correct submissions 

will be recognized and the answer given in the 

next newsletter. 

(Photos via Pinterest) 

Historical Events for January 1928 

January 1st US air-conditioned office building opens, San Antonio 

January 31st Scotch tape 1st marketed by 3-M Company 

Historical Events for January 1929 

January 2nd US & Canada agree to preserve Niagara Fall 

January 6th Mother Teresa arrives in Calcutta to begin a her work amongst India's poor. 

January 29th Seeing Eye Guide Dog organization forms in USA 

Historical Events for January 1930 

January 5th Bonnie Parker meets Clyde Barrow for the first time at Clarence Clay's house 

January 6th 1st diesel engine automobile trip (in a Packard sedan) completed 

January 20th 1st radio broadcast of "Lone Ranger" (WXYZ-Detroit) 

January 23rd George Washington Birthplace National Monument, VA established 

January 23rd WIS-AM (now WOMG) in Columbia SC begins radio transmissions 

Historical Events for January 1930 

January 6th Thomas Edison submits his last patent application 

January 26th Hungary-Austria sign peace treaty 

P A G E  1 2  

http://www.historyorb.com/events/january/31
http://www.historyorb.com/date/1929/january/2
http://www.historyorb.com/people/mother-teresa
http://www.historyorb.com/date/1929/january/29
http://www.historyorb.com/people/bonnie-parker
http://www.historyorb.com/date/1930/january/6
http://www.historyorb.com/date/1930/january/20
http://www.historyorb.com/date/1931/january/6
http://www.historyorb.com/people/thomas-edison
http://www.historyorb.com/date/1931/january/26
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VEHICLE WEIGHTS    

‘A’ CHASSIS 1650 SPORT COUPE 2283 

OPEN CAB PICKUP 2073 TUDOR SEDAN 2375 

ROADSTER 2155 PANEL DELIVERY 2416 

PHAETON 2212 FORDOR ( 3 window) 2462 

CLOSED CAB PICKUP 2215 FORDOR (2 window) 2467 

STANDARD COUPE 2257 TOWN SEDAN 2475 

CABRIOLET 2273 STATION WAGON 2482 

DELUXE DELIVERY 2282 TAXI CAB 2500 

BODIES    

ROADSTER BODY 465 TUDOR SEDAN BODY 726 

PHAETON BODY 549 
FORDOR (2 window) 

BODY 
782 

CABRIOLET BODY 575 
FORDOR (3 window) 

BODY 
786 

COUPE BODY 591 TOWN SEDAN BODY 810 

SPORT COUPE BODY  596   

MISCELLANEOUS 

PARTS 
   

BUMPERETTES 46 TIRE/TUBE (19”) 20 

COWL TANK & DASH 43 TIRE/TUBE (21”) 18 

FRONT BUMPER 34 WHEEL (19”) 21 

RUMBLE SEAT 55 WHEEL (21”) 22 

TOOLS (“A”) 14 WHEEL CARRIER 10 

 

Model A Weights  
by Bob Rentz, Albuquerque, NM 

Many of us are curious about the weights of Model A Fords. Below are some sources that have been 

published.  

Source: The Restorer Magazine, Volume 33, Issue 1, Pages 30 - 33 

VEHICLE WEIGHTS 

Continued on page 14 
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BUFFALO BRANCH DEALERS: 
Jun 18 1931 

 
Supplement to General Letter #1 (Sales) dated 4-30-31 

FORD SHIPPING WEIGHTS 

We are reweighing automobile chassis, etc. as shown in our General 
Letter #1 (Sales) dated April 30th, and are showing below the new 
weights for the types weighed up to the present time.  

With Front and Rear Bumpers  

 
Your attention is directed to the weight of the Victoria which has 
the metal back and is 62 lbs lighter than the model with the fabric 
back. 
 
FORD MOTOR COMPANY  
EAK Sales Department  

Deluxe Phaeton 2192 

Deluxe Roadster 2150 

Standard Coupe 2220 

Sport Coupe 2248 

Deluxe Coupe 2218 

Victoria 2310 

Tudor Sedan 2315 

Deluxe Tudor 2336 

Standard Sedan 2462 

Town Sedan 2476 

Deluxe Sedan 2460 

Convertible Sedan 2335 

Cabriolet 2278 

Town Car Delivery 2462 

Letter from Ford Motor Company to Buffalo Branch Dealers, 1931  

Continued from page 13 



 Model A Ford Ignition Diagnostic 

by Tom Endy  (revised 2010) 

 

Ammeter "Jiggle": 
Once upon a time I was rolling down the road in Miss Vic, my Model A Ford Victoria A-190, when 

out of the blue the engine quit. As I coasted to the side of the road I tried to contemplate what had 

gone wrong. The car is well maintained and therefore there was no reason for this outrage. The 

problem had to be a lack of spark or a lack of fuel. Nine times out of ten it's usually a lack of spark. 

Before I climbed out from behind the wheel, I decided to perform a diagnostic test. With the ignition 

still switched on, I cranked the engine over a few times, not expecting it to start, but intently 

watching the ammeter. The ammeter needle did a small rain dance, that is it "jiggled" from left to 

right a couple of notches in each direction as the engine turned over. 

A wealth of knowledge: 

This visual indication provided a wealth of information. I now knew that the battery was alive 

and well and still attached to the car and that the primary side of the ignition circuit was functional. 

Functional means that the ignition switch and pop-out cable was not shorted out or open-circuited, 

the points were opening and closing and were connected to the circuit, the condenser was not shorted 

out, the primary side of the coil had continuity and was still connected to the battery at one end and 

to the points at the other end, and Henry's wayward wire that connects the upper distributor plate 

to the lower distributor plate had not broken or shorted out. Without even getting out of the car, I 

had ascertained that the primary side of the ignition circuit was working properly. 

Under the hood investigation: 

But since the car wouldn't start, it was time to get out and look under the hood. The problem had 

to be in the secondary side of the ignition circuit, or it had to be a lack of fuel. When I looked under 

the hood I found that the high tension wire that plugs into the bottom of the coil had fallen out. I 

plugged it back in and the engine fired right up. The high tension wire is in the secondary side of the 

ignition circuit along with the secondary winding of the coil, the distributor cap, the rotor, the 

copper spark plug wires and the spark plugs themselves. Volumes have been written about the 

Model A Ford electrical system, and the Jiggling ammeter has been mentioned numerous times. But 

for those folks who aren't electrical types, much of the explanation is meaningless. 

Jiggling explanation: 

What the jiggling ammeter is all about, is that with a properly functioning ignition switched on 

and the engine turning over (but not running), the points will open and close as the engine rotates. 

Each time the points close electric current flows through the ammeter causing the needle to move 

two notches to the left. Each time the points open the needle returns toward the center, but since the 

needle movement is undamped, it swings past center to about two notches to the right much like 

pendulum. As engine cranking continues, the ammeter needle appears to jiggle back and forth and it 

is telling you that all is well in the primary circuit of the ignition. 

Catch 22: 

There is a catch! Not all Model A Fords are wired so that the ammeter will jiggle. The early 

production cars up until November 1929 were wired such that the ignition primary circuit was not 

wired with the ammeter in the circuit. There was no jiggling! The later cars were wired with the 
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TINKERIN’ TIPS 

Continued on page 16 



How many ways 

can a Model ‘A’ 

make you smile? 

Garage door mural done by 

member Woody Malone’s niece, 

Janet Stearns, for a friend on 

Middle Bass Island, Ohio (Lake 

Erie) 
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 ammeter in the circuit (Ford Service Bulletin, page 390), and this now provided the desired 

diagnostic jiggling. All is not lost though; you can easily convert your non-jiggling Model A 

Ford to a jiggling version. All you have to do is move one wire. 

Determination: 

First determine which way your car is wired. To do this pull the high tension wire out of the 

bottom of the coil. Switch the ignition on and crank the engine over. Watch the ammeter 

needle. If it jiggles, your car is wired to the later configuration. If it does not jiggle, your car is 

wired to the early configuration. It is an easy matter to convert from the early wiring 

configuration to the later. 

How to convert: 

Remove the two broken-looking wing nuts on the front cover of the terminal box on the fire 

wall that a number of wires go to. Remove the cover and locate the small black wire that runs 

from the coil to the terminal box. On the non-jiggling cars it will be connected to the threaded 

post that is toward the right side of the car (right as in the passenger's side). Remove this wire 

and put it on the other threaded post. This one will be on the left side of the car (as in the 

driver's side). Before you do this, disconnect the battery, or better yet remove the fuse if you 

have one installed (look for it on the top of the starter). This will prevent an undesired rain of 

sparks. It's as simple as that; you now have a diagnostic Jiggling Model A Ford. 

More information: 

If you want to learn more about this diagnostic phenomenon, there is an excellent two-part 

article that appeared in the Restorer in the 1987 November-December and 1988 January-

February publications. Both articles were written by the late Paul Moller of Evergreen Park, 

Illinois. The two articles were also reprinted in "How To Restore Your Model A", Volume 5 

(1994). 

Continued from page 15 



These vintage images were found on 

http://vintagepatterns.wikia.com, another 

interesting site to research era fashions. 

 by Dotti Shogren 

Just recently I stumbled upon a most interesting website with all kinds of information on vintage fashions. Not just the Model A years, but decade by 

decade 1900 through 1970. I have been totally fascinated by the depth of information available on www.vintagedancer.com. I find it very helpful to study 

not just the Model A years’ fashions, but the entire decade of the 1920’s. Being able to see how the shapes and details of women’s clothing changed every 

couple of years over the course of the entire decade makes it easier to spot “era look” fashions in a store or thrift shop, 

and know if it is adaptable to “Model A attire.” Here’s a list sampling the information I’ve been reading related to 

fashions of the 1920’s on www.vintagedancer.com: 

 Hair styles and makeup   Decorating a plain cloche to match an outfit 

 Men’s clothing and accessories  Links to shopping sources for era-look fashions 

 Shoes and accessories  1920’s Plus size women's fashions 

From what I have read so far and what I remember from studying Model A era fashions several years ago, the 
information is accurate. Bear in mind though, that the author is addressing an entire decade in each topic.  I would be 
happy to help club members learn which fashion details pertain to 1928-1931.  

For thoroughly researched, definitive knowledge and bucket-loads of era fashions info, we have the Era Fashions 
Committee of MAFCA at our fingertips. Go to www.mafca.com and on the side-bar, click on “Era Fashions.” There you 
will find numerous articles on just about any aspect of the topic you can think of. These ladies have hem-lines, hip-
lines, collars and cloche hats running through their veins and are wonderful sources of information. There are books for 
purchase from the MAFCA Store that cover everything from Fun Fashions to Fashions Judging. 

I do love the cars, but the guys can keep their grease and tools! I would rather study the “feminine” side of the hobby!  

Cover, January 1928 

Woman’s Home 

Companion as seen  

on Pinterest 

Online Resources for Era Fashions Studies 
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1922 Madame Weigel’s  McCall’s Quarterly 1926 

McCall’s patterns from 1928 

Published in Madame Weigel’s Journal of 

Fashion Nov.1, 1924 



  

CARS AND COFFEE 

ATLANTA BREAD COMPANY   1944 WHISKEY RD.  

EVERY SATURDAY   10 TO 11 A.M.  

ANY and ALL CAR ENTHUSIASTS WELCOME 

JAN. 3 

WORK DAY 

IN EDGEFIELD 

MEET IN FRONT OF MEYBOHM REALTY ON  

LAURENS STREET 9:30 A.M. TO TOUR TO EDGEFIELD 

BRING YOUR TOOLS, PARTS, BROWN BAG LUNCH 

JAN. 6 

AIKEN MODEL A’S 

MONTHLY MEETING 

7:00 - 8:30 P.M. 

ROOM 1 ODEL WEEKS CENTER 

1700 WHISKEY ROAD, AIKEN SC         

MAY 16  

MUSIC AND ARTS FESTIVAL 

PARADE AND CAR SHOW 

BLACKVILLE, SC 

PARADE IN A.M.  

CAR SHOW TO FOLLOW 

PLAN TO DISPLAY YOUR MODEL A 

SEPT. 18 

Edgefield Prohibition Raid 
DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

SEPT. 19 

INTERNATIONAL MODEL A DAY 
DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

UPCOMING  

EVENTS 

ABOUT THE CALENDAR 

TO HAVE YOUR EVENT ADDED TO THE CALENDAR 

CONTACT  dottishogren@gforcecable.com  

SUBMISSIONS WILL BE INCLUDED AT THE DISCRETION OF 

THE CLUB OFFICERS 

JJJANUARYANUARYANUARY   201520152015   

Su Mo Tu We Th Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Corrections to calendar published in December’s newsletter:  

Disregard Picnic in the Park, Ninety-Six Swap Meet and other events 

from last month’s newsletter that are not listed above. Oops! Those 

were the 2014 dates!  
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https://onedrive.live.com/redir.aspx?cid=f9dbdd35af0f3e70&page=play&resid=F9DBDD35AF0F3E70!204&parId=F9DBDD35AF0F3E70!202&type=1&Bsrc=Photomail&Bpub=SDX.Photos&authkey=!AKU660ZTl_Qqt5Q
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Greg Jones 
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(720) 272-7907 

Dotti Shogren 
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(803) 649-6023 

Don Cerefin 

Treasurer 
(803) 644-4437 

Rachel d’Entremont 
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PO BOX 992 

AIKEN SC 29802 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 The Aiken Model A’s are a chapter of the Model A Ford 

Club of America (MAFCA).  We are a not-for-profit corporation 

dedicated to the preservation and the restoration of the Model A Ford 

automobile. Owning a Model A Ford is not required for membership. 

Annual dues are $50. Aiken Model A’s club members are also 

required to maintain membership in MAFCA ($40 annually). MAFCA 

membership includes a subscription to The Restorer Magazine, 

technical support and other benefits. A MAFCA membership 

application is available at www.mafca.com. For information 

concerning membership in the Aiken Model A’s, contact Membership 

Coordinator, Pat Roberts at (803) 649-0054, or e-mail 

aikenmodelas@gmail.com.  

About This Newsletter © 2015 Aiken Model A’s, except as noted. 

Please contact aikenmodelas@gmail.com 

concerning re-printing of articles, 

illustrations, or photos.  

ABOUT THE AIKEN MODEL A’S 

A I K E N  M O D E L  A ’ S  N E W S L E T T E R  

“Coming together is the beginning. Keeping together is 

progress. Working together is success.”  

― Henry Ford 

Meeting Tech Seminar Topic Presentation By: 

January 6        Horns Walker Crosby 

February 3 T.B.D. Greg Jones 

March 3 Turn Signals Tom Roberts 

April 7    

MEETING SCHEDULE  

& TECHNICAL SEMINARS 
 

Meetings are held on the  

first Tuesday of each month   

Room 1    Odell Weeks Center     

1700 Whiskey Road, Aiken SC         
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Page 15 Model A Ford Ignition Diagnostic 
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Page 16 Mural photo courtesy of W. Malone 
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