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Model A ’s in Blackville on June 17, 2017 (Jones)  

A big “thank you” goes out to 

the Palmetto A’s for 

organizing a fun lunchtime 

gathering of five local Model 

A Ford clubs. On June 17
th 

we  rendezvoused at Miller’s 

Bread Basket in Blackville, 

SC. The Aiken Model A’s 

met up with members from 

the Palmetto A’s (Columbia), 

the Shade Tree A’s 

(Augusta), the Lowcountry 

A’s (Charleston), and the Old 

96 District A’s (Ninety-Six) to 

enjoy a meal of home-style 

Amish-Mennonite cooking. 

The food was great and the 

fellowship even better. 

Five cars from the AMA’s 

began the tour from the back 

lot of Atlanta Bread, where 

we greeted other AMA’s 

members arriving for Cars 

and Coffee. On the tour were 

Roy, Dotti and Eric, Ken B., 

Greg and Vance. Don met us 

in Windsor and joined the 

procession.  

In all, the total count was 25 

or 26 Model A’s from the five 

clubs. Check out all of Greg’s 

photos on our website, here. 

Five Club Rendezvous 
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AMA’s Officers  

Fiscal Year 2017-2018 

President - Ken Bernacchi 

Vice  President –  

 Rachel  d’Entremont  

Treasurer - Woody Malone 

Secretary - Eric Shogren  

Director at Large -  

 Dotti  Shogren  

 

Club Helpers 

Webmaster - Pat Roberts 

Parade Coordinator -  

 Tom Roberts 

Membership Coordinator -  

 Pat Roberts 

Program Coordinator -  

 Greg Jones 

50/50 - Misty Hooker 

Nat’l Rep - Bill Cox 

Newsletter Editor -  

 Dotti Shogren  

 

WEBSITE: 

www.aikenAs.org 

CONTACT US: 

aikenmodelAs@gmail.com 

MEETINGS: 

The 1835 Room 

Cumberland Village 

3335 Wise Creek Lane 

Aiken, SC 

Monthly, First Tues. 7 P.M. 

Guests Welcome 

FOR SALE 
1931 Standard Coupe. Original 

engine. Rumble seat. New tires. 

Same owner for past 50+ years, 

always garaged. $10,000 OBO. 

Call Ken Jackson (803) 642-4623 

I would like to thank the members of the Aiken Model A’s 

for allowing me the privilege of holding an AMA’s officer 

position and I look forward to being of service in the 

coming months ahead. I want to always be accessible to 

the club’s members so please feel free to call me at any 

time for any reason at 803-514-4647. 

Through continued participation in local community events, 

supporting group/club tours, parades, festivals, and other 

local events, our primary goal of growth can be achieved. 

Through continued technical presentations at our monthly 

meetings and pursuing the development of a youth 

participation program we can commit to preserving the 

Model A heritage. 

Being the “new guy” I need to ask for all your support and 

past experience to help our club, Aiken Model A’s, to 

continue to cruise on into the year ahead.   

Thanking in advance,  

Ken Bernacchi, President 

The Spark 
Ken Bernacchi - President 
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Thoughts From the Editor 

It’s that time of year when South Carolina 

summer temperatures discourage all but the 

most tenacious Model A enthusiast from 

driving their car.  

The AMA’s event calendar is looking sparse 

and the newsletter reflects it. It’s a temporary 

situation, of course. There’s no problem 

finding interesting content to include, related 

to Model A Fords, while  our AMA’s activities 

pause.  

It IS hot, but do we really need another 

article about overheating? Maybe not or 

maybe so. This article by Ken Nelson does a 

thorough job of helping you diagnose causes 

of the problem.  

While looking for content for this issue, and 

finding Ken’s article, it gave me pause to 

think about the truly wonderful people I’ve 

been privileged to meet in this 

hobby. If you knew Ken you know 

why I miss him...and Linda. One of 

the blessings of this hobby are the 

amazing friendships. 

It was new friends, back in 2015 

while on the Social Security Run, 

that led me to the HCCA 

(Horseless Carriage Club of 

America) website. That’s where 

this month’s article about oven 

cleaner comes from. Yep; oven 

cleaner. 

So, enjoy Ken Nelson’s info, the 

several “Tiny Tips,” and other 

“stuff” I’ve included in this issue. 

Hopefully you’ll find something of 

interest to read here, while sipping 

a cold drink and enjoying your air 

conditioning.   

Happy motoring lounging!    

Vintage photo of  summertime antics.  To see more 
vintage photos go to shorpy.com 
Click here for this photo. 

Used with permission of The Restorer Jan/Feb 1970  Vol 14 Issue 

Dotti Shogren 
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Meeting Minutes 
Aiken Model A’s 

(AMA’s) 
June 6, 2017 

Cumberland Village  
1835 Room 

Present: Dotti & Eric, 

Woody, Rachel, Pat, Roy, 

Ken B., George, Rita, Misty, 

Jim, Ed, Charles, and Brian. 

At 7 p.m. Dotti welcomed 

everyone to the meeting. It 

was mentioned that Gloria 

and Tom were having health 

concerns. 

Reports 

Woody’s treasurer’s report 

stated that we have a 

healthy bank balance. 

In Tom’s absence, Pat 

reported that the AMA’s had 

been invited again to display 

cars at the Spring Branch 

fall festival on Sept 16
th
.  

There was discussion about 

taking a break from it this 

year and a vote will be taken 

at the next meeting.  

We are registered for the 

Trenton Parade which is the 

same day as the Blackville 

tour. 

Dues have been received 

from 13 families which is 

about half the club. 

Pat said that the website is 

up to date.  

Show and Tell 

Jim brought a copy of the 

newest MAFCA publication,  

“The Coupe Book.” Ed 

brought a steering wheel 

and there was a short 

discussion on how to restore 

or preserve it.  

Member’s Projects 

Eric reported that he had 

Ken J’s Coupe running; it 

was suffering from a rusty 

distributor. He added that 

after 18 months, he had his 

own Coupe back on the 

road and that he had started 

moving into his new shop.  

Tom had repaired a brake 

light. Rachel said that Brian 

had gotten her starter un-

stuck. Roy has been 

working on his doors and 

windows including drilling 

out hinge pins.  

Minutes 

Prior to approving the May 

meeting minutes there was 

clarification that the 

collection taken at the May 

meeting was to go toward  

MAYRA (Model A Youth 

Restoration Award) and not 

for scholarships (a note of 

clarification was to be added 

to the May minutes). 

Reference to “dollars for 

scholars” was to be deleted 

and Woody was instructed 

to send the donation to 

MAYRA. A motion was 

made and seconded to 

approve the minutes as 

clarified; the motion passed. 

Old Business  

The following were 

discussed: 

Trenton Peach Festival 

Parade 6/17; It was unclear 

as to whether anyone was 

planning to go. 

Blackville tour to Miller’s 

Bread Basket sponsored by 

the Palmetto A’s 6/17; Dotti 

asked that those planning to 

attend let her know by the 

9
th
. 

Election of officers; Roy 

tallied the 17 ballots and 

there were no eligible write-

in  votes. Unanimously 

elected were Ken B. -

President, Rachel - VP, Eric 

- Secretary, Woody -

Treasurer and Dotti  - 

Director at Large. 

New Business 

It was the consensus to hold 

the July meeting on the 11
th
 

rather than the July 4
th
 

holiday. President-elect Ken 

B. agreed to check with 

Cumberland to see if the 

room would be available. 

George won the 50/50 

drawing which he donated 

back to the club. 

Program 

Brian presented a power 

point presentation intended 

to show how area schools 

could partner with the AMA’s 

to develop a youth program. 

There being no further 

business, the meeting 

adjourned at 7:55 pm. 

 

Rachel d’Entremont, 

secretary  
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  News from MAFCA 

To get to the MAFCA home page, click here.  

To read the latest from Happy Begg, the 2017 

MAFCA President, click here. (new link!) 

To read the latest MAFCA Board Meeting 

highlights, click here. 

News from the  

Model A Restorers Club 

 

How To Restore Your Model A 
The best from The Restorer Magazine - Published by the Model A Ford Club of America 

 

The books in the series "How To Restore Your Model A" contain articles about restoration 
and maintenance of the Model A Ford which have 
previously appeared in The Restorer magazine over the 
past 50 years. 

Some past issues of The Restorer magazine may not be 
available to all its readers, but the restorer and Model A 
owner is now assured that he has in permanent book 
form, a collection of the same famous articles which help 
to establish The Restorer magazine nationally as a 
leading authority on Model A Restoration. Some of this 
restoration information is still found nowhere else but in 

these "How To Restore Your Model A" series of books. A must for every Model A owner. 

Many of our members have asked what topics are covered in the MAFCA-published 
series. The table of contents of all of these books may be viewed to help you find the 
articles you're looking for. Select the volume number below to see that table of contents: 

Volume 1 • Volume 2 • Volume 3 • Volume 4 • Volume 5 • Volume 6 • Volume 7 • Volume 
8 • Volume 9  

If you would like a copy of the combined tables of contents, you may click here.  

To purchase any of these books, visit the MAFCA Store. 

To get to the MARC home page, click here.  
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News from MAFFI 

 

From the MAFFI President: 

We are grateful for the support of our members who buy bricks 

or donate by checks but, there are many other ways to help 

MAFFI financially that do not affect your checkbook balance. 

After seeing to your family needs and security, perhaps you 

would consider one of these methods of gifting MAFFI: An IRA 

Charitable Rollover, a gift of a security or collectible, an 

unneeded paid-up life insurance policy or a gift placed in a will 

or trust. Look in our latest newsletter for the description of the 

first in this series: Gifting an IRA Charitable Rollover. Thanks to 

Art Callan, former Executive Director for this information.  
 

Gifting an IRA Charitable Rollover 

This plan may be of special interest to our 

charity-minded MAFFI members. It is 

particularly beneficial to those who take a 

Standard Deduction and do not itemize on 

Schedule A of the 1040 income tax return. 

 

“The Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes 

Act of 2015”, is now a permanent means to 

transfer an amount from your IRA without it 

being treated as an income. 

 

Some Requirements and Restrictions: 

Donor must be 70 ½ or older. 

The gift must be outright, and no material 

benefits can be received in return. 

The gift must be made DIRECTLY from the 

IRA to MAFFI. 

The gift can be made only from a 

Traditional IRA (not from a 401K or other 

plan). 

Benefits That May Make This Right For 

You: 

If you are required to take a minimum 

distribution from your IRA. 

If you do NOT itemize deductions, a RMS 

(normal distribution) will increase your 

taxable income. 

If your State has income taxes, but does 

not allow itemized charitable deductions. 

If you would like to make an additional gift, 

but are restricted by the 50% of adjusted 

gross income provision, the DIRECT IRA 

rollover is equivalent to a deduction. 

** THIS GIFT IS NOT TO BE INCLUDED 

IN YOUR TAXABLE INCOME.** 

You can arrange your special gift by 

instructing your IRA administrator, at 

ANYTIME during the year.       

  

               

  -Art Callan (Senior Tax Preparer) 

To get to the MAFFI home page 
click here.  
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New Use For Oven Cleaner 
Author: Ron Eyres  http://hcca.org/tech.php?6 

     Several years ago someone shared an 

idea with me that I have utilized on every 

restoration project since that time. It has 

proven to be quite effective and has saved 

me countless hours of scraping and cleaning 

baked on grease from engines, frames and 

accessories. Oven Cleaner is specifically 

designed to eat through baked on grease 

and cooking residue in your oven. Most of 

our Old Iron has baked on grease and oil, so 

it follows that Oven Cleaner would work on 

that as well. 

     I purchase the Bissel Brand of Oven 

Cleaner from BIG LOTS at a cost of 98 cents 

per can. For an engine, I spray a generous 

coat of oven cleaner, and then wrap the 

engine in plastic to keep the air from drying 

out the cleaner. I usually let it soak for a few 

hours, often overnight. Then use a pressure 

washer to blast off the loosened grease and 

grime. In many cases, it removes the paint 

as well. 

     For smaller parts, such as splash pans, 

air cleaners, etc. I place them in a BLACK 

plastic garbage bag and spray them 

generously. Fit in as many as the bag will 

hold, then seal it tightly. I place it outside in 

the direct sunlight so that the heat 

accelerates the cleaning action. After a few 

hours, I hit it with my high pressure water 

blaster. Again, most of the grease comes off 

along with the paint. I then go back and 

spray it again, sometimes three or four times 

until I have a part clean and shiny, ready for 

paint. 

     It is not magic, you still need to scrape off 

the heavy build up and let the oven cleaner 

work on the least amount of buildup as 

possible. It works great in tight corners where 

you cannot scrape the surface clean. I use it 

on just about everything. Won’t hurt 

structural copper or brass, but I wouldn’t use 

it on things like brass headlamps for 

example. It would likely damage the surface. 

Try it; I think you will like it. 

Courtesy of www.mafca.com 
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Used with permission from The Restorer Mar/April 2001 
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One of 25 reproduction postcards, circa 1917 of the Detroit Ford Plant. 
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Please support the businesses that support us!  

Call me today to insure that your classic car has the coverage that you need. 

Model A Ford Service and Repair 

(803) 215-3276   

“Keeping Model A’s Alive since 1960” 

ericshogren@gforcecable.com 

Guben’s Garage 
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About the Aiken Model A’s 
The Aiken Model A’s (AMA’s) is a chapter of the Model A 

Ford Club of America (MAFCA). We are a not-for-profit 

corporation, dedicated to the preservation and the 

restoration of the Model A Ford automobile. Owning a 

Model A Ford is not required for membership. An 

application for membership in the Aiken Model A’s is 

available at www.aikenAs.org. AMA’s annual dues are 

$50, with no dues for new members for the 2017-2018 

fiscal year. 

For information about the Aiken Model A’s, visit our web 

page, noted above, or contact Membership Coordinator, 

Pat Roberts at (803) 649-0054, or e-mail 

aikenmodelAs@gmail.com.  

To further the Model A Ford hobby, AMA’s members are 

encouraged to consider memberships in the hobby’s 

national organizations, MAFCA, (Model A Ford Club of 

America), MARC (Model A Restorer's Club) and MAFFI 

(Model A Ford Foundation, Inc.) For information on 

these organizations go to www.mafca.com and 

www.model-a-ford.org and www.maffi.org. 

About This Newsletter; © 2017 Aiken Model A’s, except 

as noted. Please contact aikenmodelas@gmail.com 

concerning reprinting of articles, illustrations, or photos.  

Aiken Model A’s 
PO Box 992 

Aiken, SC 29802 

Meetings 

The 1835 Room at Cumberland Village,  

3335 Wise Creek Lane Aiken, SC  

Monthly, First Tues., 7 P.M. 

GUESTS WELCOME! 

Cars and Coffee 

Join the AMA’s 10-11 a.m. on Saturdays at  

Atlanta Bread on Whiskey Road, Aiken  

for fun and fellowship, car-talk and comradery.  

GUESTS WELCOME! 

JULY 1 
FIRST SATURDAY BREAKFAST AT 

MASONIC LODGE 

JULY  4 HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY! 

JULY 11 
MONTHLY CLUB MEETING 

CUMBERLAND VILLAGE 

AUGUST 5 
FIRST SATURDAY BREAKFAST AT 

MASONIC LODGE 

AUGUST 8 
MONTHLY CLUB MEETING 

CUMBERLAND VILLAGE 

AUGUST 12 TUCKER GA, SWAP MEET 

SEPTEMBER 8-9 
PALMETTO A’S SWAP MEET AT 

SMITH AND JONES 

SEPTEMBER 16 INTERNATIONAL MODEL A DAY 

SEPTEMBER 30 CLUB PICNIC AT ODELL WEEKS 

Events Calendar 

NOTICE 
No Meeting on July 4th. It has been 

postponed to July 11 at 7 p.m. 




