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The weather has heated up, up, up, and the calendar has slowed 

way, way down. There were so many activities to choose from in 

April and May that even a “die-hard” Model A enthusiast could have 

burned out. Taking a break can be a good thing, because it makes us 

appreciate all the more, the times that we do get the cars out on tour.  

Hopefully, your Forth of July plans will include a fireworks 

display and participating in the Lexington County Peach Festival 

and Parade in Gilbert, SC. If it isn’t ‘wicked hot’ after the parade we 

will stop for BBQ at Shealy’s in Batesburg-Leesville. At the very 

least, take a moment to contemplate and be grateful for the freedoms 

we enjoy everyday in the United States of America. Just for 

something interesting, check out the historical time line of the 

Declaration of Independence on page three and four. 



D O T T I  S H O G R E N ,  P R E S I D E N T  

 

Greetings AMA-er’s!  

In thinking about the club, I realized that 

it won’t be much longer before the club will 

be celebrating its one-year anniversary. I 

remember sitting in Rachel’s living room last 

August at the very first meeting of the Aiken 

Model A’s. We finalized our name and 

determined the amount of the annual dues. 

We agreed on a monthly meeting schedule 

and discussed various other details. We also 

elected our club’s first officers; actually, it 

wasn't so much an election as brave 

volunteers getting support from the rest of 

the group!  

We then received our MAFCA charter in 

September 2014, and here we are today...with 

20 families as I write this in mid-June 2015! 

As in-coming President, I am torn between 

not wanting to rock the boat on a club that is 

happily purring along, and pouncing on the 

opportunity to share new ideas. I sometimes 

have trouble with “follow-through” (I will 

need your help!) but when it comes to ideas 

you’ll find my spark needs to be retarded at 

times. Fair warning: you will need to let me 

know when my enthusiasm passes the 

contagious stage and borders on obnoxious! 

I know not every member wants to be 

deeply involved in club activities, and others 

are happy to help out, if only asked. We all 

joined this club for the love of the Model A 

Ford and that will remain our primary focus. 

Undoubtedly the fellowship found among 

members is one of the best parts of being in a 

Model A Ford club.  Throw two car guys (or a 

dozen) in a room and you will witness friends 

who just haven't met yet.  

The best experience of being in a hobby 

club happens when personal objectives are 

fulfilled, so let me know what yours are; be it 

long tours, short tours, more dining, less 

dining, more focus on technical and 

mechanical issues or on era fashions, or 

whatever would make the AMA’s fun for you. 

I would love to see us try an over-night 

tour, and to have more opportunities for 

getting together with other Model A clubs. 

Supporting MAFFI is a cause I hope the club 

will see value in, as well as becoming a MARC 

region. Having representation from the Aiken 

Model A’s at regional and national MAFCA 

events is another goal.  

Adding focus to era fashions is also a fun 

way to expand the Model A experience. I 

hope to ignite some interest during an up 

coming tech seminar on men’s hats. Just 

wearing a fedora in a parade adds a touch of 

“authenticity” for the spectators who always 

seem thrilled to see the old cars. Additionally, 

I will be checking in with the gals to see if 

there is interest in a Ladies Driving School.  

As you can see, I already have high hopes 

for making sure there is a variety of avenues 

to satisfy what members want to get out of 

being an AMA-er. It’s your club, so keep the 

lines of communication open, keep the ideas 

coming, keep the chairs filled in the monthly 

meetings and let’s get behind the wheel and 

drive a Model A Ford! 

 



 

Chronology of Events 
June 7 

Congress, meeting in Philadelphia, receives Richard Henry Lee's resolution urging Congress 

to declare independence. 

June 11 

Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman, and Robert R. 

Livingston appointed to a committee to draft a declaration of independence. American army 

retreats to Lake Champlain from Canada. 

June 12-27 

Jefferson, at the request of the committee, drafts a declaration, of which only a fragment 

exists. Jefferson's clean, or "fair" copy, the "original Rough draught," is reviewed by the 

committee. Both documents are in the manuscript collections of the Library of Congress. 

June 28 

A fair copy of the committee draft of the Declaration of Independence is read in Congress. 

July 1-4 

Congress debates and revises the Declaration of Independence. 

July 2 

Congress declares independence as the British fleet and army arrive at New York. 

July 4 

Congress adopts the Declaration of Independence in the morning of a bright, sunny, but cool 

Philadelphia day. John Dunlap prints the Declaration of Independence. These prints are now 

called "Dunlap Broadsides." Twenty-four copies are known to exist, two of which are in the 

Library of Congress. One of these was Washington's personal copy. 

July 5 

John Hancock, president of the Continental Congress, dispatches the first of Dunlap's 

broadsides of the Declaration of Independence to the legislatures of New Jersey and 

Delaware. 

 
(Continued on page 4) 



July 6 

Pennsylvania Evening Post of July 6 prints the first newspaper rendition of the Declaration of 

Independence. 

July 8 

The first public reading of the Declaration is in Philadelphia. 

Washington orders that the Declaration of Independence be read before the American army in 

New York 

July 19 

Congress orders the Declaration of Independence engrossed (officially inscribed) and signed by 

members. 

August 2 

Delegates begin to sign engrossed copy of the Declaration of Independence. A large British 

reinforcement arrives at New York after being repelled at Charleston, S.C. 

January 18 

Congress, now sitting in Baltimore, 

Maryland, orders that signed copies of the 

Declaration of Independence printed by 

Mary Katherine Goddard of Baltimore be 

sent to the states. 

http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/

timeline.htm 

http://www.ushistory.org 

(Continued from page 3) 

The above websites have a profusion 

of information on the Declaration of 

Independence, the Revolutionary War 

and many other topics. 

Where is the original Declaration? 

The original Declaration is now 

exhibited in the Rotunda for the 

Charters of Freedom in Washington, 

DC. It has faded badly, largely because 

of poor preservation techniques during 

the 19th century. The document 

measures 29-3/4 inches by 24-1/2 inches. 

http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/timeline.htm
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/timeline.htm
http://www.ushistory.org/


Aiken Model A’s (AMA’s) 

June 2, 2015 

Cumberland Village 1835 Room 

Pat Roberts, Acting Secretary 

 Members Present: Don Cerefin, Bill Cox, 

Walker Crosby, George Gordon, Misty Hooker, 

Rita Thornhill, Ken Jackson, Greg Jones, Woody 

Malone, Craig McMullin, Jim and Sheila 

McPherson, Tom and Pat Roberts, Eric and Dotti 

Shogren, and Dotti’s guest from Savannah, 

Rebecca Kahrs. 

President Greg Jones called the meeting to order 

at 6:55 p.m.   

There were no new members. Tom Roberts and 

Vance Coulthard have June birthdays. George 

Gordon, Rita Thornhill and Misty Hooker 

returned to monthly meetings after George’s recent 

surgery; they were happily welcomed. 

Don Cerefin gave the treasurer’s report. We’re 

starting to receive dues renewals and the bank 

balance is  healthy.  

The recent Memorial Day parade was well 

attended. There were 13 cars – 11 from the AMA’s 

plus 2 from the STA’s. We provided rides for 

Cumberland Village veterans and all involved 

agreed it should be something we do each year.    

The 4-Club picnic was remarked on.  

Ballots for new club officers for fiscal year 2015-

2016 had been turned in. We received 14 of the 19 

sent out. Tom Roberts and Woody Malone opened 

and counted them. Dotti Shogren will be 

President, Woody Malone, Vice President, Rachel 

d’Entremont, Secretary and Don Cerefin, 

Treasurer.  As immediate past-President, Greg 

Jones will be Director-at-Large. 

 New Business: 

June 6 – Shade Tree A sponsored Fuel Economy 

Run; see past newsletters for details. 

June 13 – This date was proposed to try again to 

go to Forest Manor Nursing Home.  Another 

possibility was a visit in the fall. 

June 20 – Ridge Peach Festival in Trenton.   

June 27 – Tech session. Meet at Auten’s Family 

Restaurant for breakfast at 8: a.m. Leave there 

about 9:00  to go to Greg Jones’ garage for front 

end alignments, brakes, tune-ups and other 

mechanical work as needed.  

July 4 – Gilbert parade. Eric attends every year.  

It is usually quite hot.  

September 19 is International Model A Day.  

Activities to be determined. 

We’re discussing a tour in mid-October, to Olar, 

SC for the Model T Festival. There are Model T, 

Model A and other cars on display.   

Annual club dues are due by June 30th.  Our 

new fiscal year begins July 1.  Dues should be 

mailed to Aiken Model A’s, Box 992, Aiken 29802. 

 Other Topics: 

There was discussion about the need for club 

tour banners similar to the Shade Tree A’s  “On 

Tour” fabric banners. Their club policy was to 

distribute one to each member and to have 

additional banners available for purchase. 

The by-laws may need further refinement to list 

specific duties of VP and to clarify how the 

Director at Large position is determined. 

 Craig McMullin presented a technical 

session on “Optimizing Engine Performance” of 

the Model A.  He had handouts, and time was 

taken to study and discuss them. Craig then 

quizzed  the membership, (how to aim headlamps; 

when to shift from 1st to 2nd gear; from 2nd to 3rd, 

etc.) and there was lively and jovial discussion. 

 There being no further business, the 

meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 



 

I spoke to a couple of people this 

morning who said, "Boy!!! It's going to be 

very hot out there" and of course, I couldn't 

disagree at all, and you know that at 9:00 

am, when we left Aiken, it was 84 degrees 

and sunny, and at 12:00 noon it was 94 

degrees and sunny, and as I write this in 

my sunroom at 5:00 pm, it is 104 degrees 

and sunny......so YES IT'S HOT OUT 

THERE..... 

That heat today didn't stop Walker 

Crosby, Tom and Pat Roberts, Don 

Cerefin, Ted and Becky Roberts, Brian 

Roberts and girlfriend Haley, Rachel 

D'Entremont and Bill and Liz Cox from 

striking out on a fun day trip from 

Meybohm Realty Office in downtown 

Aiken at 9:00 am destined for the Peach 

Festival in Trenton, SC. The ride up was 

uneventful, and after arriving at the 

staging area (in the shade) we were joined 

by STA’s members Gerald Melchiors and 

daughter Sharon with Steven and James in 

the rumble seat. Also, STA’s member Jim 

Dover joined us for the parade and other 

festivities following. Jim is a highly 

decorated veteran of WW II, Korea and 

Vietnam, and we were certainly pleased to 

have him join us for the day with his Model 

A. 

After the parade, the group elected to 

take some time and experience the Festival 

itself. We bought baskets of peaches, peach 

ice cream, arts and crafts, etc. The music 

was excellent, and the Festival was located 

in lots of shade. We formed up again at 

12:00 noon. 

The parade was great with Bands and 

lots of people on the sidelines.....a very 

enthusiastic crowd. After the parade, 

Walker led us on a little side trip trying to 

find our way out of downtown Trenton, 

without interrupting the parade, and 

finally, the route back to the staging area 

opened up and the rightful owners of 

modern steel were returned to their cars for 

the trip back home.  

This little trip was not without 

mechanical challenges, however, and it all 

started yesterday when Rachel went to 

start her Model A for a fill up of 

gas.....@&$)(? It wouldn't start!!!!!! Rachel 

decided to leave it in the garage until the 

starter can be fixed or replaced. Also, When 

Walker had his Model A restored a few 

years ago, one of the projects was to seal 

the gas tank to prevent leakage. 

Unfortunately, the epoxy sealant is now 

flaking off the interior of the tank, causing 

the flaking to make its way to and clog the 

filters between the tank and the 

carburetor....However, Walker had a 

temporary fix to it by taking a wrench and 

rapping the filter....back in the driver's seat 

and off we go. Someone mentioned to me 

that Gerald had some problems during the 

parade and had to pull out, but no one 

seemed to know what the problem was. It's 

too bad, because the boys were having 

great fun in the rumble seat when I last 

saw them... 

The return trip to Aiken was uneventful, 

and oh, 

Yes, it 

was hot, 

but, we 

had a 

g r e a t 

t i m e 

anyway! 

 

 

Trenton Peach Festival and Parade 
by Bill Cox 

mailto:gas.....@&$


LEFT: The 

Roberts’ clan; Tom, 

Bryan and Ted, plus 

Bill Cox wrestle 

with solving world 

peace before the 

parade, while 

Walker Crosby 

looks for 

government 

secrets in the 

rumble seat. 

ABOVE: Model A’s 

ready to roll as 

Rachel d'Entremont 

and Walker Crosby 

converse. 

RIGHT:  

Liz Cox checks out 

the vendors’ wares 

and says everything 

was ‘just peachy’ at 

the festival. 

ABOVE: 

Spectators wave as the Model A’s pass by at the Trenton 

Parade. 

BELOW: 

Bill Cox lifts the yellow “Do Not Cross” 

tape to let Walker Crosby out of the ‘do not park here’ 

area. No concern!!! It’s just our reserved spot where we 

park the cars each year while we explore the festival! 



 

1 

6 

5 

2 

3 

4 

1) Ted Roberts, Walker Crosby and Don Cerefin          

discuss the cars.    

2) Tom Roberts in his 1928 Roadster Pickup.   

3) The Roberts’ 1929 Panel Delivery.    

4) Walker Crosby and his 1931 Deluxe Roadster.    

5) Don Cerefin’s 1929 Coupe   

6) Ted Roberts in Tom’s 1931 SW Town Sedan. 



  

 

Members of the Aiken Model A’s send out a wholehearted WELCOME to or newest 

members Roy and Gloria Fischer. We first met Roy as a guest at the monthly club 

meeting in March, and visited with him again at the Spring Tractor Show. Roy and 

Gloria drive a 1930 Tudor Sedan. 

 

 

 

 

Greg Jones had surgery for carpal tunnel syndrome on June 26th. Hopefully this 

will restore his hand to as good a condition as a newly restored Model A! Send him 

some encouragement and get well wishes. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lexington County Peach Festival is held annually in Gilbert, SC.  Despite the 

typically hot day, there are always lots of parade spectators. Eric Shogren will lead a 

tour to Gilbert on July 4th starting from the Waffle House at the intersection of 

Highway 1 and I-20, at 7:30 a.m. Tradition has it that we stop for breakfast and a rest 

room break at the Hardee’s in Batesburg. The parade begins at 9:30.  

If it isn’t ‘wicked hot’ and depending on the desires of club members, we may stop 

for a BBQ lunch at Shealy’s in Batesburg-Leesville; another tradition associated with 

this parade. According to their website, “Shealy’s Bar-B-Que is a landmark restaurant 

known for its All You Can Eat Buffet, Barbecue, Fried Chicken and Home-Cooked 

Vegetables.”  

 

 

 

The AMA’s meet for Cars and Coffee at Atlanta Bread Company on Whiskey Road, 

from 10 to 11 a.m. on Saturdays. The crowd may be larger or smaller (some of us may 

be participating at another event on the club’s calendar) but drop by and pull up a 

chair. We welcome anyone with a passion for old cars, especially Model A Fords, of 

course. Drive your ‘A’ Model if you have one, or not...come check us out! 
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MODEL A ITEMS FOR SALE 
I have a few Model A parts for sale. I have a new zenith carb. Still in the box, never 

been installed. I also have an older used zenith carb Along with water neck. If anyone in 

the club is interested, make me an offer. You can reach me, Travis Jackson, at (803) 653

-2673. Email: jacksontrav2@gmail.com  I am located in the Aiken area. Thank you. 

My first Model A was a 1929 Town Sedan purchased for $50 in 1973 in the small town 

of Brady, Washington. The car was about a half mile from where we lived, and was the 

only car my Dad would let me buy.  

This poor old sedan was driven into a 

chicken coop in 1963 and had 

chickens roosting in it ever since.  

Needless to say, it was not in the best 

of shape and no matter what I did, it 

had that aura of “chicken coop” ever 

present. Of course, chicken droppings 

are not friendly to sheet metal either.  

I suspect that the car was being held 

together primarily with paint. I 

ultimately sold the car to a man 

named Bud Keith from somewhere in Grays Harbor County, Washington. 

One day while cleaning out layers and layers of dirt, chicken feathers, and guano I was 

digging around in the driver side cowl section and discovered some type of card. Upon 

cleaning it a bit, I was able to discern that 

this card was originally presented to the 

purchaser of the car new in 1929.  The card 

attests to the fact that one E. J. Cota of 

Hoquiam, Washington purchased a new 

1929 Town Sedan, motor serial number 

A238160… and is “entitled” to have service 

performed by a number of service stations.  

It is amazing to me that the card survived 

all those years.  It also appears to have been 

saturated with oil so it is slowly decaying. I 

thought you would be interested in this little 

historical artifact.   

How many of you can name the original 

purchaser of your Model A? 

by Greg Jones 

tel:8036532673
tel:8036532673
mailto:jacksontrav2@gmail.com


  

Tinkerin’  Tips 

This month starts a two part series of excerpts from Model A Ford Construction Operation Repair 

for the Restorer by Victor Page`, copyright, 1961, originally published in 1931. Eric was given this 

book by “ a man from our neighborhood” when he was about eight years old and living in Des 

Moines, Iowa. The man had heard that Eric had a Model A in his Grandfather’s barn in Minnesota, 

and kindly passed this book along to Eric. Though the illustrations are not actual Model A engine 

components, these simplified sketches make it easy to understand the author’s thorough 

descriptions. The first installment will be 6 pages. Alert: This is not “light” reading. If you are just 

perusing this edition of the AMA’s Newsletter, you may want to come back to this article when 

you have time to fully grasp its content. 

 
Chapter II 

The Model A Engine and its Parts 

The principles of action of all internal 

combustion engines are easily understood if one 

compares the effect produced by the explosion 

of the gas in the interior of the engine with the 

known effect obtained by firing any other 

explosive, such as gunpowder. Gasoline, when 

mixed with air and compressed, is highly 

explosive, and can easily be ignited by an 

electric spark. An explosion results from violent 

expansion which occurs where confined gases 

are fired. Combustion may exist in a number of 

different states, slow combustion, as the rotting 

of wood or rusting of iron; fast combustion, 

such as the burning of wood, coal or other fuels, 

and practically instantaneous combustion, 

which is that produced by igniting gunpowder 

or other explosives.  

How the Engine Works -The manner in which 

a compressed gas can be made to give power 

may be easily understood by using as an 

illustration the difference between the noise of a 

firecracker that is in good condition and the 

"fizz" which results when an unexploded 

firecracker is cracked open by an economical 

child and the gunpowder thus exposed is 

ignited. The reason we have noise when the fire 

cracker explodes is because the rapid 

combustion of the gunpowder in the confined 

spaces of the firecracker interior bursts the 

containing walls and produces a loud noise. In 

other words, the gunpowder has been 

compacted or compressed to a degree before 

ignition. When the powder is lighted in the 

firecracker that has been broken open, there is 

no noise to speak of because there is nothing to 

restrain the gases produced by burning the 

powder which have  free access to the air. 

Engine Compared to Gun -Another illustration 

that simplifies the method of operation of a gas 

engine is to compare it with a muzzle-loading 

gun or cannon. After the charge of gunpowder is 

introduced at the open end of the barrel it is 

necessary to ram this tightly in place in order to 

compact it before the shot is introduced.  After 

the fuse is lighted or firing-pin depressed the 

powder explodes with great energy and as the 

parts of the gun barrel surrounding the 

combustion chamber are sufficiently strong to 

withstand the force of the explosion, the 

movable member or shot is violently ejected 

from the gun barrel. If the same amount of 

gunpowder used to charge the gun was placed 

on a piece of paper and set afire, the only result 

would be a sudden flash or flame that would not 

be accompanied by an explosion, nor would it 

have any appreciable concentrated force, 

because the gases are not confined and the 

(Continued on page 12) 



  

 

energy produced is dissipated over a 

considerable area. 

In any internal combustion engine the gas 

charge is first drawn into a cylinder (which may 

be compared with the barrel of a gun) by the 

suction effect of a downwardly moving piston 

member, and when the piston has reached the 

limit of its travel in one direction its motion is 

reversed and it moves back and starts to 

compress the gas previously inspired. As soon as 

the gas is properly compressed, which means 

that its volume has been reduced to one fourth 

or one fifth of that it previously occupied and 

its pressure increased, an electric spark takes 

place in the interior of the combustion chamber 

and the resulting explosion of the gas and a 

further rise of pressure sends the piston 

violently downward, and this motion, through 

the medium of a connecting rod, imparts a 

rotary movement to a crank member. 

The difference between an internal 

combustion engine and an external combustion 

engine is easily understood if one knows that 

the steam engine operates on the latter 

principle. With the steam engine, power is 

derived by admitting steam to the cylinder, 

which is obtained from a separate boiler 

member. This is produced by the evaporation of 

water by a fire under the boiler.  It is evident 

that the power is really obtained by the 

combustion of fuel, the steam being only a 

flexible medium that has transformed the heat 

of the fire into the power. The steam bears 

against a movable piston member in the steam 

engine cylinder, and the movement of the 

piston is transformed into mechanical energy at 

the crank shaft in the same manner as in a gas 

engine. Wherever the fuel is burnt directly in 

the cylinder instead of under another part of the 

power plant so that its heat may be expended 

directly to produce piston movement with 

minimum power loss, the engine is called an 

"internal combustion engine." 

How Explosion Generates Power -It is evident 

that burning powder in the air will produce a 

certain amount of energy, but as the explosion 

takes place in the open there will be nothing to 

restrain the pressure, and just as soon as the 

powder is lighted, any energy evolved by the 

combustion is dissipated into the atmosphere in

-stead of the force being directed against a 

yielding member such as a shot. This bullet is 

forced out of the gun barrel, not only by the gas 

pressure which results as soon as the powder is 

exploded, but also by the expansion of the gases 

generated by combustion which tends to 

accelerate its motion toward the open end of the 

barrel, as the shot moves toward the end and 

the gas occupies more space its pressure 

becomes less, and when the ball leaves the 

mouth of the gun there is very little power 

remaining in the moving gas. There is sufficient 

pressure, however, so that the gas rushes out of 

the interior and the barrel is thus cleared of 

inert products which have no more useful force. 

The action of a modern repeating rifle is 

somewhat different than that of a muzzle-

loader, because the powder is already 

compressed in metal shells which are introduced 

at the breech of the gun instead of at the 

muzzle. A number of shells are carried in a 

magazine, and after one of these explodes the 

recoil due to the explosion of the gas supplies 

another charged shell to the breech and the 

operation of firing the gun may be repeated as 

long as the supply of ammunition in the 

magazine lasts and the trigger is pulled. 

Principal Elements of Gas Engines -The 

modern four-cycle gasoline engine follows the 

action of both the old type muzzle-loader and 

the more modern form in which the shell is 

introduced at the breech. Referring to sketches 

at Fig. 12 we can compare the action of a simple 

four-stroke engine with that of a gun. The 

principal elements of a gas engine shown are not 

difficult to identify, and their functions are 

easily defined. In place of the barrel of the gun 

one has a smoothly machined cylinder in which 

(Continued from page 11) 



   



  

 

a movable barrel-shaped element fitting the 

bore closely may be likened to a bullet or shot. 

It differs in an important respect, however, as 

while the shot is discharged from the mouth of 

the gun the piston member sliding inside of the 

cylinder cannot leave it, as its movements back 

and forth from the open to the closed end, and 

back again, are limited by simple mechanical 

connection or linkage which comprises a crank 

and connecting rod. It is by this means that the 

reciprocating movement of the piston is 

transformed into a rotary motion of the crank 

shaft. The flywheel is a heavy member attached 

to the crank shaft which has energy stored in its 

rim as it revolves, and the momentum of this 

revolving mass tends to equalize the 

intermittent pushes on the piston head 

produced by the succeeding explosions of 

gasoline vapor in the cylinder. If any explosive 

is placed in the chamber formed between the 

piston and closed end of the cylinder and 

exploded, the piston would be the only part 

that would yield to the pressure which would 

produce a downward movement.  As the piston 

is forced down, the crank shaft is turned by the 

connecting rod. This part is hinged at both 

ends, so it is free to oscillate as the crank turns, 

and thus the piston may slide back and forth, 

while the crank shaft is rotating or describing a 

curvilinear path. 

Other Engine Parts -In addition to the simple 

elements described it is evident that a gasoline 

engine must have other parts. The most 

important of these are the valves, of which 

there are two to each cylinder. One valve closes 

the passage connecting to the gas supply and 

opens during one stroke of the piston in order to 

let in the explosive gas into the combustion 

chamber. The other member, or exhaust valve, 

serves as a cover for the opening through which 

the burnt gases can leave the cylinder after 

their work is done.  

The spark plug is a simple device which may 

be compared to the percussion cap of a gun 

cartridge or the igniting fuse of the old muzzle 

loader. It permits one to produce an electric 

spark in the cylinder when the piston is at the 

best point to utilize the pressure which will be 

produced when the compressed gas is fired. The 

valves are opened one at a time, the inlet valve 

being depressed from its seat while the cylinder 

is filling and the exhaust valve is opened when 

the cylinder is being cleared. They are normally 

kept seated by means of compression springs. In 

the simple motor shown at Fig. 12, the inlet 

valve is operated by means of a pivoted rocker 

arm moved by a tappet rod riding on a cam 

which turns at half the speed of the crank shaft. 

The exhaust valve operates in a similar manner, 

as will be explained in proper sequence, except 

that the push or lift action of the cam comes 

directly against the valve stem. On Ford Model 

A engines both valves are actuated by direct 

cam follower lift and the valves are placed side 

by side in a pocket extending from the cylinder. 

Charging Stroke -Considering the view shown 

at Fig. 12, A, the first necessary operation is 

charging the cylinder with explosive material. 

The piston is at the top of its stroke and it 

moves toward the open end of the cylinder. The 

engine works as a pump and the piston draws in 

a charge of combustible gas through the open 

intake valve which is in connection with the 

vaporizer or device which furnishes the gas. The 

valve opening is assisted by a light vacuum or 

suction existing when the piston has traveled 

down a certain portion of its stroke, this 

supplementing the cam action, as the outside 

air pressure is greater than that in the cylinder. 

The mechanical pressure produced by the cam 

is greater than the tension of the spring, which 

tends to keep the valve closed and that member 

is depressed from its seat and gas drawn in by 

the piston. At the end of the intake stroke, the 

start of which is shown at Fig. 12, A, and after 

the cylinder has filled with gas, the pressure 

inside and outside is the same, the cam pressure 

is released, and the valve spring closes the 

intake valve. 

(Continued on page 15) 



  

 

As the exhaust valve spring is very strong, this 

member has not been lifted from its seat by the 

difference in pressure during the suction stroke. The 

exhaust valve is opened by mechanical means solely 

and only when operated by the cam and push-rod 

mechanism.  As a matter of fact, the exploded gas 

offers back pressure that really opposes valve 

opening. The condition in the cylinder of the gas 

engine after the piston has reached the bottom of its 

stroke is very much the same as that which obtains 

in a gun of the muzzle-loading type after the 

explosive charge has been introduced. 

Compression Stroke - We have learned that to 

obtain power from gunpowder that it was necessary 

to compact it firmly in the combustion chamber of 

the gun. The gasoline gas which has been taken into 

the engine cylinder must also be compressed before 

it is ignited in order to obtain power. It is 

compacted into one-fourth or one-fifth of its former 

volume, and whereas its pressure is about fifteen 

pounds per square inch before the volume is 

reduced, at the end of the compression stroke of the 

piston the pressure will be increased to forty-five, 

sixty, and even seventy-five pounds per square inch. 

Explosion and Exhaust Strokes-At the end of this 

compression stroke, 

the start of which is 

shown at B, Fig. 12, 

the conditions in the 

engine cylinder are 

the same as those 

which prevail in the 

barrel of the gun 

after the powder has 

been tightly rammed 

in the closed end of 

the gun barrel and 

the wadding and ball 

forced in on top of it. 

The explosion of the 

gas by the electric 

spark is shown at C, 

while the beginning 

of the exhaust stroke 

is depicted at D. 

With a one-

cylinder, four-cycle 

engine it will be 

apparent that we 

have one useful power stroke in every four strokes of 

the piston. These four reciprocating movements are 

transformed into two complete rotary movements of 

the crank shaft to which the connecting rod is 

fastened. If we have a two-cylinder engine we can 

obtain one explosion for each revolution of the fly-

wheel or crank shaft and a more even turning effort 

and steadier power application will result. 

Advantages of Four-Cylinder Engine- By using 

four cylinders it is possible to have one delivering 

power right after its neighbor leaves off and so a 

reasonably constant turning moment or more steady 

power delivery is possible than can be obtained. 

with either a one- or two-cylinder engine. In the 

Ford four-cylinder engine one obtains two 

explosions for each revolution of the fly-wheel. The 

position of the various pistons and their relation to 

each other when the front cylinder is about to fire is 

clearly shown at Fig. 13. Pistons Nos. 1 and 4 are at 

the top of the stroke, as the crank pins operating 

them are on the same plane. Pistons Nos. 2 and 3 

are at the bottom of the stroke, as their crank pins 

are on the same line. It will be evident that the 

crank shaft of a four-cylinder engine must have four 

crank throws, one for each piston member. 



  

 

Ford Model A Firing Order -In the Ford engine the 

firing order is 1, 2, 4, 3, which means that the front 

cylinder fires first, then the second cylinder, then 

the fourth cylinder, and lastly the third cylinder. 

The four operations of the cycle-suction, 

compression, explosion and exhaust-are repeated in 

regular order in each of the four cylinders, according 

to the firing order. The pistons move downward 

during the explosion and intake strokes and they 

move upward during the compression and exhaust 

strokes. As can be readily ascertained from Fig. 13, 

when piston No. 1 is at the top of its stroke with the 

gas above it in the combustion chamber fully 

compressed and ready for ignition, piston No. 2 is at 

the bottom of the suction stroke and just at the 

beginning of its compression stroke. Both valves in 

cylinders Nos. 1 and 2 are closed. When the piston in 

cylinder No. 3 starts moving up, it will force the 

burnt gas out of cylinder No. 3, through the open 

exhaust valve. Piston No. 3 is starting on its 

exhaust stroke while piston No. 2 is moving in the 

same direction, only performing its compression 

stroke. Piston No. 4 is moving in the same direction 

as piston No. 1, which is about to be forced down by 

the pressure of the exploded gas, and as the inlet 

valve is opened in cylinder No. 4 a charge of gas will 

be drawn in from the carburetor when the piston 

moves down.  

How the Cylinders Supplement Each Other -We 

have different conditions in the various cylinders as 

follows: During the first half of the first revolution 

of the motor crank shaft, piston No. 1 is on its 

explosion stroke, No. 2 is compressing the gas, 

piston No. 3 is pushing out hurried gas, while piston 

No. 4 is drawing in a fresh charge. During the 

second half of the first revolution of the crank shaft, 

during which the pistons reverse from the position 

shown in Fig. 13, piston No. 1 is about to clear the 

cylinder of burnt gas, piston No. 2 is to receive the 

force of the explosion, piston No. 3 is to draw in a 

fresh charge, while piston No. 4 is about to compress 

the gas taken in on the preceding down stroke.  At 

the beginning of the first half of the second 

revolution of the crank shaft the pistons are again in 

the positions shown at Fig. 13, though the functions 

they are performing are not the same. Piston No. 1 

is about to draw in a fresh charge of gas. Piston No. 

2 is about to force out exhaust gas. Piston No. 3 is 

about to compress a charge, while piston No. 4 is in 

position to be acted on by the explosion that is to 

take place in cylinder No. 4 as soon as the gas is 

ignited. During the second half of the second 

revolution, piston No. 1 is compressing a charge, 

piston No. 2 is sucking in gas, piston No. 3 is being 

acted on by an explosion, while cylinder No. 4, in 

which a charge has exploded on the previous stroke 

of the piston, is being cleared of burnt gas. It will be 

apparent that by using four cylinders, as in the Ford 

motor, practically steady power application is 

obtained. 

NEXT MOTH: Engine Parts and Their Function 



 

Several years ago I purchased a vintage publication; The Household Magazine, October 1930. It 

was probably found in an antique store while on a Model A tour, maybe on the way to Jacksonville, 

Florida. My collection of original publications is small, but extremely useful for studying first-hand, 

the fashions of 1928-1931. In looking for ideas for this month’s Era Fashions feature, I ran across 

this fun story on sleeves and necklines.  I’ve done my best to ‘piece together’ the original layout of 

captions and illustrations. 

FASHION IS IN THE DETAILS 

This season 

there is no set 

style for the 

cut of sleeves, 

yet one style tendency is clearly 

evident: every sleeve, no matter 

what its cut, has some touch of 

elaboration. The sleeve trimming is 

almost always repeated in some 

form or other at the neckline. So 

important are sleeves that one 

never thinks of their being trimmed 

to match the neck of a dress. It is 

always necklines to match the 

sleeves. 

We are hearing a great deal 

about leg o’ mutton sleeves. There 

are two kinds, you know. Some are 

wide at the bottom and tight at the 

top, while the other sort is full at the 

top and 

f i t t e d 

below the elbow. Both are to be seen in a very 

modified form among the new season’s frocks. There 

are little puff sleeves, too, that are extremely youthful 

for the smart, pretty frock. 

Separate collar and cuffs to be worn with tailored 

dresses are always a happy 

way to lend variety and are 

universally becoming. The 

newest of these are white or 

cream lawn or organdie and 

have a strong leaning toward 

frills. Touches of color are 

sometimes used to trim them. 

Lace collars and cuffs are also 

good and lace trimmings are 

used at neck and sleeves of 

many silk and velvet dresses 

to add femininity.  

(Continued on page 18) 

  

by Dotti Shogren 



 

 

Smart neckline and sleeve 

touches offer delightful possibilities 

to the woman who must make over 

or freshen up the old frock 

inexpensively.  

Drapery effects are prominent in 

the new fashions. This theme 

frequently echoes in sleeve and 

neckline trimmings, the cut of the 

sleeve drapery being repeated in a 

jabot or collar treatment. Closely 

allied with draperies and jabots are 

tie cuffs and scarfs. Intriguing bow-

knots may appear on sleeves at the 

most unexpected points. 

Deep cuff are used with either 

full or tight sleeves. They are 

frequently cut in irregular lines and 

then a yoke-line or other neck or 

shoulder trimming is pretty sure to 

match them. Cuffs may be from one 

to ten inches deep. 

The sleeve puffs in the first 

sketch are just straight gathered 

pieces. You can cut a little puff like 

those in the taffeta party frock 

illustrated, by slashing a plain short 

sleeve pattern lengthwise through 

the center and spreading the 

pieces about six inches to add the 

necessary fullness. For the leg o’ 

mutton sleeve your plain loose 

sleeve pattern may be used for the 

upper part and your tight sleeve 

pattern for the lower part. Lace is 

cut out to follow the pattern and 

applied on the dress fabric. 

 In cutting draperies, cuffs, 

jabots, and scarfs, try them first in 

muslin. Its fun to experiment. 

(Continued from page 17) 

Are there celebratory events coming up in your household? Birthdays? Anniversaries? 

The MAFCA website has your gift giving needs covered at the MAFCA STORE!  

Books on Model A’s, How-To DVD’s, Jewelry, Era Fashions Guides and  

MAFCA embroidered Clothing, to name a few.  

Undecided? A Gift Certificate is a 

always a good idea! 

www.mafca.com 

 

http://www.mafca.com/


 HISTORICAL TRIVIA 

Fill in the blanks: The 1931 (year) Victoria Sedan (body style) was the first Ford Model 

A body style which eliminated the exterior visor and introduced the interior sun visors.  

Source: Page 170   The Ford Model A  “As Henry Built It”  by George DeAngelis, Edward 

P. Francis and Leslie R. Henry 

If a RADIATOR radiates, and a CARBURETOR carburets, an ALTERNATOR 

alternates, and a GENERATOR generates, what does a PISTON do? 

YOUR BUSINESS AD  

COULD BE HERE! 

$100 ANNUALLY/12 ISSUES 

MAIL CHECK TO: 

AIKEN MODEL A’S  PO BOX 992 

AIKEN SC 29802 

TRANSMIT AD COPY TO: 

DOTTISHOGREN@GFORCECABLE.COM 

Historical Events in July 1928 

   7 - Sliced bread is sold for the first time by the Chillicothe Baking Company of Chillicothe, Mo. 

 29 - Walt Disney's "Steamboat Willie" is released 

 30 - George Eastman shows 1st color motion pictures (US) 

Historical Events in July 1929 

 1   - US cartoonist Elzie Segar creates "Popeye" 

 3   - Dunlop Latex Development Laboratories made foam rubber  

10 - US issues newer, smaller-sized paper currency 

Historical Events in July 1930 

  7 - Construction begins on Boulder (Hoover) Dam 

29 - 115°F (46°C), Holly Springs, Mississippi (state record) 

30 - 1st broadcast of "Death Valley Days" on NBC 

Events in February 1931 

  1 - Ice vending machines introduced in LA 25 lbs, 15 cents 

15 - Clive Cussler, Aurora Illinois, writer (Raise The Titanic, Sahara) 

18 - 1st air-conditioned ship (Mariposa) launched 
 

mailto:dottishogren@gforcecable.com?subject=AD%20COPY%20AMA'S%20NEWSLETTER
http://www.historyorb.com/events/january/31
http://www.historyorb.com/events/january/31


  
Events Schedule 

JULY 4

LEXINGTON COUNTY PEACH FESTIVAL 

AND PARADE, GILBERT, SC 

BBQ AT SHEALY’S 

DETAILS ON PAGE 9 

JULY 7  

 

AMA’S MEETING 

1835 ROOM CUMBERLAND VILLAGE 

AUGUST 8 

SEVENTH ANNUAL  

MODEL A PARTS SWAP 

MEET  

TUCKER, GEORGIA  

HOSTS: GEORGIA CHAPTER, MAFCA 

Details on the MAFCA calendar at 

www.mafca.com 

AUGUST 9 

6TH ANNUAL  

FORD MODEL A PARTS SWAP MEET  

LILBURN, GEORGIA 

SEPTEMBER 18-19 

9TH ANNUAL ALL 

MODEL A & T SWAP 

MEET 

HOST: PALMETTO A’S  

AT SMITH AND JONES  

WEST COLUMBIA, SC 

Details on the MAFCA calendar at 

www.mafca.com 

SEPTEMBER 19 

INTERNATIONAL MODEL A DAY 

SAVE THE DATE   

AMA’S DETAILS TBD 

OCTOBER 17 
OLAR MODEL ‘T’ FESTIVAL AND CAR 

DISPLAY 

NOVEMBER 7 
RICHLAND CREEK 

ANTIQUE FALL FESTIVAL 

DECEMBER 1 AMA’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 

DECEMBER 2-5 

MAFCA ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET 

MEDFORD, OREGON 

www.mafca.com 

DECEMBER 18 
CURRIER AND IVES SHUTTLE  

NIGHT AT SAGE VALLEY 

TO HAVE YOUR EVENT ADDED TO THE 

CALENDAR CONTACT  

dottishogren@gforcecable.com  

SUBMISSIONS WILL BE INCLUDED AT THE 

DISCRETION OF THE CLUB OFFICERS 

http://www.mafca.com
http://www.mafca.com
http://www.mafca.com
mailto:dottishogren@gforcecable.com
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ABOUT THE AIKEN MODEL A’S 

A I K E N  M O D E L  A ’ S  N E W S L E T T E R  

“Coming together is the beginning. Keeping together is 

progress. Working together is success.”  

― Henry Ford 

Meeting Tech Seminar Topic Presentation By 

July 7 Brakes Eric Shogren 

August 4 
Bent  

Starter Armature  
Tom Roberts 

September 1 
Men’s Hats from the Sheila McPherson and 

October 6 TBD Greg Jones 

Page 3-4 http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/timeline.htm 

Page 6-8 Photos by Bill Cox, Pat Roberts 

Page 11-16 Story and Illustrations: Model A Ford  

 Construction Operation Repair for the Restorer 

 by Victor W. Page`copyright 1961 

Page 19 www.historyorb.com 
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A message from the editor… 

 

WHAT is a page that looks like it matches 

last month’s issue, doing in the July issue, you 

ask?  Well, after I hit the ‘send’ button to e-

mail the June edition of the Aiken Model A 

Newsletter, it dawned on me...I had not seen 

one of the pages I had created...the one with the 

write up of the four-club picnic at River’s 

Bridge and the Memorial Day picnic at 

Cumberland Village! Where had it gone, and 

when did it go missing? A mystery I will never 

solve…or maybe someday I will open a dusty 

file on my computer and figure out I had 

misfiled it long, long ago. 

I cannot re-create the page the way it should 

have been for last month’s newsletter. It has 

been too long. But, it was important to say how 

much the AMA’s appreciated being included in 

the Four-Club picnic and how we wished our 

arrival had been more timely to enjoy longer 

fellowship with the other clubs. The 

Cumberland Village picnic was delightful to 

have shared with the residents, and Ken, 

Woody, Greg, Tom and I had fun watching the 

joy a Model A ride could give on a beautiful, 

May afternoon. 

 

RIGHT: 

Tom Roberts 

shares his 

Model A 

with 

Cumberland 

Village 

resident, Roz 

Sorgen, for a 

spin around 

the “Village” 

in his 1931 

SW Town 

Sedan. 

TOP: Cars lined up at the Club House at Cumberland 

Village. ABOVE: Residents enjoyed a picnic menu and 

dining ‘al fresco’ on the lawn. 


