
  

AIKEN MODEL A’S  

NEWSLETTER 
December 2016 Aiken Model A’s Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America 

It’s Christmas Time! 

Merry Christmas!  

Happy Hanukah!  

Season’s Greetings!  

Happy Holidays!  

Whatever salutation you 

prefer, it’s time to fire-up the 

festivities, deck the halls, put 

another log on the fire and 

start the celebrations. 

The AMA’s kicked off the 

holidays before Thanksgiving 

with a car display at a benefit 

breakfast for “Cure Polio Now” 

organized by the Aiken 

Rotary. We met at Fatz for a 

pancake breakfast on 

November 19th, supporting 

this breakfast fund-raiser for 

the second year. We enjoyed 

great pancakes and great 

fellowship.  

Early December will be hectic 

for the AMA’s, with three 

activities on December 3rd, a 

Christmas parade  on 

December 4th, and 

our Christmas party 

on December 5th. 

Check out Tidbits 

on pages 4-5 and 

the calendar of 

events on page 14 

for details of all the 

December events. 

We are fortunate to 

live where we don’t have to 

suspend our hobby in the 

winter months. I hope to see 

lots of members this weekend 

for the parades! 

See you behind the wheel! 

Cars at the Rotary’s pancake breakfast Nov. 19th 
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Meeting Minutes 
Aiken Model A’s (AMA’s) 

November 1, 2016  

Cumberland Village  

1835 Room 

Present: Dotti & Eric 

Shogren, Woody Malone, 

Rachel d’Entremont, Don 

Cerefin, Vance Coulthard, 

George Gordon, Rita 

Thornhill, Misty Hooker, Jim 

& Sheila McPherson, Pat & 

Tom Roberts, Ken Bernacchi, 

and Bill Cox. 

At 7 p.m. Dotti welcomed 

everyone to the meeting. It 

was noted that George is 

doing well after his cochlear  

implant. Pat said that she 

had heard from the 

Gormley’s - members who 

have yet to move to Aiken - 

who wished us well after 

reports of flooding in South 

Carolina. They are still 

thinking of moving to the 

area. 

Reports: Woody gave the 

treasurer’s report which 

included revenue from the 

50/50 and from the Polo 

Tournament outing. He 

reported a healthy bank 

balance. 

Eric made a motion, 

seconded by Bill, that the 

minutes from the October  

meeting be approved as 

printed in the newsletter;  

the motion carried. 

Show and Tell: Eric brought 

in some Canadian Model A 

wrenches and a grease gun 

unique to the Canadian 

Model A. 

Old Business: 

Polo on Oct 23: It was 

agreed that the polo match 

outing was lots of fun and 

that Bill did a great job 

setting things up. It was 

noted that one membership 

application was given out at 

the event. 

Rescheduling of the 

workday at the McMullin's: 

In Craig’s absence, and 

considering the many 

upcoming parades and other 

events, it was decided to 

postpone the Saturday work 

session until after the 1
st
 of 

the year. 

Rotary Pancake Breakfast & 

Car Display: Members displaying 

cars at Fatz on Nov. 19 

would park their cars at 7:45 

and eat in shifts so that 

there would always be a 

couple of members with the 

cars. 

Parades: 

Graniteville Dec. 3 at 3 p.m. 

Edgefield    Dec. 4 at 4 p.m. 

Aiken          Dec.11 at 2 p.m. 

New Business: 

Dotti received a request for 

a Model A to transport a 

commercial entry in the 

Aiken parade. After some 

discussion, it was the 

consensus that the AMA’s, 

for insurance and other 

reasons, would not transport 

commercial entries in 

parades. Any requests will 

be passed on to club 

members. Then, if an 

individual is interested, they 

should make arrangements 

so that the commercial entry 

is physically separate from 

our club, and there is no 

association with our parade 

entry or our club.  

Coffee and Cars Meeting 

Location: Because of some 

problems with the current 

meeting place, perhaps a 

new location should be 

considered. There was 

some discussion about 

suitable places to meet and 

it was suggested that people 

think about places that the 

group might meet. 

Masonic Lodge Breakfast: 

The next monthly breakfast 

is Saturday Nov 5
th 

at 8:30. 

Club Christmas Party: Plans 

for the Dec. 5
th
 party at the 

Cumberland Village Clubhouse 

were discussed including a 

6 p.m. starting time with the 

meal at 6:45 p.m. and no 

alcohol. Menu options were 

voted on. Dotti will send out 

a sign-up/RSVP form. The 

price range was about $18 

(Continued on page 3) 
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to $20 per person. It was 

decided that hors d’ourves 

were not necessary and 

table decorations would be 

done by those who had 

volunteered. 

There was discussion about 

the club’s donation of a  

charitable Christmas gift. 

Several suggestion were 

made and it was voted to 

again make the Hills at 

Cumberland (the memory 

care facility at Cumberland 

Village) the beneficiary. 

After further discussion, it was 

suggested that doing 

something for the facility 

around Valentine’s Day may 

be appreciated since the 

residents have interactions 

at Christmas but not so 

much the remainder of the 

year. Rachel agreed to 

coordinate it. 

Tech Seminar: Eric presented a 

program on removing 

stubborn engine studs.  

Door Prize & 50/50: George 

won the 50/50 which he 

donated back to the club.  

Eric and Tom each won a 

door prize. 

There being no further 

business, the meeting 

adjourned at about 8:10 

p.m. 

Rachel d’Entremont, 

secretary 

(Continued from page 2) 

 

Simple Fix 
by Eric Shogren 

The '30-'31 brake light 

switch has a spring loaded 

plunger that is released 

when the brake pedal is 

pressed. When the plunger 

moves forward it closes the 

two copper contacts that are 

"supposed" to be lined up 

below the plunger. The 

photo, top right, shows what 

I found inside a brand new 

brake light switch that was 

not working. You can see in 

the photo that the contacts 

are not lined up with the 

plunger and the disk on the 

plunger cannot possibly 

push the upper copper 

contact into the lower copper 

contact.  

I was able to align the 

contacts with the plunger 

(see lower photo). Now 

when the plunger is released 

the disk on the plunger 

pushes the upper copper 

contact into the lower 

contact. This closes the 

electrical circuit and 

provides power to the brake 

lights.  

Defective new  part 

Repaired and functional 

Come Join Us! 
The AMA’s meet for fellowship every Saturday morning from 

10-11 a.m. You’ll find us at the Atlanta Bread Company on 

Whiskey Road, unless there is another club event scheduled. 

Even then, members unable to participate in the conflicting 

event will likely be at A.B.C. Come by and join in the fun. One 

of the best parts of this club is that you do not have to own a 

Model A Ford to find common ground. All are welcome!  
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TIDBITS 
Saturday, December 3

rd
 Graniteville Christmas Parade  

Meet in the parking lot of Leavelle McCampbell Middle School at 2:00 p.m. (This is 

the normal line-up location for this parade). Remember to bring decorations and 

the AMA’s banner or your car. Parade starts at 3 p.m. 

 

Sunday, December 4
th 

Edgefield Christmas Parade 

A 3 p.m. start is earlier than in years past; fortunately for us it won’t be as dark for 

the drive home. We do not know our line up location yet, but have been asked to 

relay the following: “Do not wear a Santa Claus suit because there is only one 

Santa.” 

Meet in front of Meybohm’s on Laurens Street for a 1:15 p.m. departure and we will 

tour as a group to Edgefield. Remember to bring your decorations and tour banner 

for your car. 

Monday, December 5
th

 Christmas Party  

Our venue is the Club House at Cumberland Village; same location as last year. 

Members with reservations will begin the evening at 6 p.m. with punch and 

socializing before dinner is served. (No alcoholic beverages please). Dress to be 

comfortable and enjoy an evening of food, fun, friends and fellowship! Era fashions 

are encouraged, but optional.  

Directions to the Club House: Come in the main entrance of Cumberland Village 

and continue straight. (Do not make the left turn to the main building.) Go past a 

little pond on the right, and the Club House is the first building on the right. Park on 

the opposite side of the street from the Club House.  

December 11 Aiken Jaycee’s Christmas Parade 

This year’s theme is Rockin' Retro ‘80s Christmas. Line up is at 1 p.m. and the 

parade is at 2 p.m. The line-up position will be emailed to members as soon as we 

have it. Please display your AMA’s banner (see Pat if you need to purchase one) 

as well as decorate your car, incorporating the theme if you can. 

(Continued on page 5) 



Friday, December 16  Sage Valley Currier and Ives shuttle night  

This is the evening that we shuttle the members of Sage Valley Golf Club to 

their Christmas party in our Model A’s. They have been most generous to 

the AMA’s in the past, honoring us with a dinner at the hunting lodge, 

(usually in January or February) and a substantial donation. Please come 

support this important event. Even if your car is not used for transport, it will 

be appreciated on display.  

Plan to arrive at Sage Valley no later than 5:20 p.m., for a driver’s meeting at 

5:30 p.m. For those that use GPS, the address is: 80 Old Vaucluse Rd. 

Trenton, SC 29847.  

Everyone must be dressed in Model A era clothing for this event, and as a 

reminder, denim is not allowed. See the fashion article on pages 7-8 for 

simple tips on creating men’s era fashions. Call Dotti or check with Sheila if 

you need tips on dressing in Model A era fashions. 

Logo Wear and Tour Banners 

AMA’s embroidered ball caps are ready! 

If you need a cap contact Pat. The club’s 

cost was $13.00 each. Your cost is 

anything equal to or above $13.00, 

depending on how generous you are 

feeling the day that you buy!!! 

If you need to purchase a banner for your car, the club’s cost was $12.00 

each. See Pat to get yours. 

The club now owns a large 10 X 30 tent for our events, compliments of 

Woody! He saw a great deal on it and purchased it as a donation to the club. 

Thanks so much, Woody! 

Eric can’t find his copy of the Judging Standards, and he thinks he loaned it 

to someone...but can’t remember who! If you have it, just let him know; 

return it if you are finished with it. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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The Spark 
Dotti Shogren - President 

Tell me I’m not the only one 

asking, “How can it be 

December already?” On one 

hand it seems like just 

yesterday that I was writing 

this column for December 

2015. On the other, I 

remember thinking “will this 

hot summer never end?” 

Maybe there has been a 

glitch in the space-time 

continuum and I’ll wake up 

tomorrow to find out it’s only 

March or April...of 2016. 

Last year in this column I 

revealed our silly December 

tradition of watching “Rudolf 

the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” 

and many other Christmas 

movies. This past weekend 

Eric pulled out our stack of 

holiday DVD’s and the next 

thing I see is an animated 

snowman with Burl Ives’ 

voice singing “Holly Jolly 

Christmas!”  

At first I wasn’t “into” 

resuming our tradition, but 

the longer I watched the 

more the Christmas spirit 

started to seep in. The next 

day I was asking for help 

extricating Christmas décor 

from the attic, including the 

parade decorations for the 

Model A. 

It’s pretty hard to resist 

getting into the Christmas 

spirit when riding in a 

southern Christmas parade! 

Especially the ones we are 

privileged to participate in; 

the crowds are happy to 

wave and shout out “Merry 

Christmas” when we go by.  

There is no escaping the 

passage of time, so I might 

as well stop wondering where 

the days go, and just grab as 

much joy as I can out of what 

comes my way. When I 

remember what Christmas is 

really all about, I’m happy to 

think, “It’s here!” 

I hope the spirit of the season 

is filling your heart these 

days, too. Our world isn’t 

perfect, but there is a great 

deal to be thankful for and 

joyous about. And, a Model A 

Ford is a pretty good place to 

take in the view. 

 

 

 

AMA’s Officers  

Fiscal Year 2015-2016  

Dotti Shogren - President 

Tom Roberts - Vice President 

Woody Malone - Treasurer  

Rachel d’Entremont - Secretary 

Jim Hedges - Director at Large 

Club Helpers 

Parade Coordinator -  

 Tom Roberts 

Membership Coordinator - 

 Pat Roberts 

Webmaster - Pat Roberts 

50/50 - Roy Fischer 

Nat’l Rep - Bill Cox 

Mtg Tech Seminars - 

 Walker Crosby 

Meeting Setup -Woody Malone 

Newsletter Editor - Dotti Shogren 

Website 

www.aikenAs.org 

E-Mail 

aikenmodelAs@gmail.com 

Meetings 

The 1835 Room 

Cumberland Village 

3335 Wise Creek Lane 

Aiken, SC 

Monthly, First Tues., 7 P.M. 

Guests Welcome 
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From: Alex Janke, President  
Date: October 27, 2016 

The election for the MAFCA Board of Directors is over; this year 

we had seven candidates vying for five vacant positions on the 

board. These members have stepped forward to volunteer their 

time and experience to help keep MAFCA a world class 

organization. 

Please join me and the current members of the MAFCA Board in congratulating the 

following members who have been elected to the 2017-2018 Board of Directors: 

 Jim Cannon - Texas 

 Kay Lee - Illinois 

 Jay McCord - California 

 Garth Shreading - Texas 

 David White - Maine 

The new board members will be officially installed at the Awards Banquet in Reno. Read 

more about the new BOD. 

To read the latest from Alex Janke, the 2016 MAFCA President, click here.  

To get to the MAFCA home page, click here.  

To get to the MAFCA Store for your Christmas shopping, click here.  

News from MAFCA 

 

News from MAFFI 

Located in Hickory Corners, Michigan, on the campus of the Gilmore Car 

Museum, the Model A Ford Museum is the largest public museum 

dedicated to the Model A Ford. This 13,000 sq. ft. re-creation of a 1928 Ford dealership is 

complete with a service bay and vintage gas pumps. You’ll also find rare examples of the famed 

car, which was produced from 1928 through 1931, including Thomas Edison’s Model A, a school 

bus, mail truck, and tow-truck. 

The membership and the Phase II Endowment both continue to grow as support of the Model A 

Ford Foundation, Inc. and it’s mission of “Enhancing the preservation of the Model A Ford and its 

era” prevails.  The Model A Ford Museum sends out its appreciation of support of the 2016 Model 

A Day at the museum with “Thanks to all who attended. Model A Day 2016 was a successful day 

in spite of the early morning rain. All these things do not happen without a lot of hard work by a lot 

of people. Thank you all for your individual and collective efforts to make it a great event.” 

You can support MAFFI and the Museum with donations, membership, and purchases of 

engraved bricks and logo merchandise. Click here to learn more. 
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News from Model A Restorer’s Club 
To read the latest news from MARC, click here. 
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A note to the households of the Model A Hobby: Looking for a gift idea this 

holiday season? Check out what’s new from mafca.com. All the tips, 

techniques and information of the past 50 years of “The Restorer” WITHOUT 

any magazines in a pile! A gift for everyone... 
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Looks like the cooler weather 

may finally be working its way 

in. Holidays are here and the 

old cars will be put away for 

the winter. Here are a few 

tips to make sure your Model 

A is stored properly and will 

be ready to go again next 

spring. 

Cold Weather Storage Tips: 

-Make sure your gas tank is 

full. This will reduce the 

amount of moisture that can 

be absorbed into your fuel 

system. This also reduces the 

rate at which gasoline will 

turn to varnish. Like I’m 

always saying, use “Ethanol 

Free” fuel, especially for 

storage. 

-Use Anti-freeze. Not only will 

this keep your engine from 

freezing, but it will also keep 

rust from forming in your 

cooling system. 

-Wash the car and apply a 

good wax. Don’t forget to 

clean the interior too. Do this 

early in the day so it will have 

plenty of time to dry before 

you put it in the garage. 

-If you have a convertible top, 

leave it up. Convertible tops 

can develop some nasty 

creases when stored in the 

down position. Also store 

your car with the windows up 

tightly to prevent any insects 

or varmints from getting 

inside. Don’t forget to make 

sure your floorboards are in 

place for the same reason. 

-Now, take the car for a nice 

drive, 30 minutes or so, to get 

all the moisture from the 

engine and exhaust system 

before it is put away for the 

winter. This will also help 

keep rust at bay. 

-Change the engine oil before 

storage. Dirty oil is 

contaminated with acids and 

moisture which can cause 

premature damage to your 

engine. If you believe your 

car is going to sit for a year or 

more, then remove the spark 

plugs and pour some “upper 

cylinder lubricant” into the 

engine. I like Marvel Mystery 

Oil for this. 

-If you are storing your car in 

the basement or other damp 

location, then I would 

recommend spraying some 

WD-40 on all exposed metal 

surfaces under the hood and 

chassis. Don’t even bother 

wiping it off, just spray it on to 

keep the rust away. 

-To keep flat spots from 

forming on your tires, over 

inflate them slightly, or put 

the car up on Jack stands if 

possible.  

Winter Car Care Tips 

Our friend and advertising partner, Benny Bohanan, has sent out the following tips and advice 

about caring for your Model A this winter. Even though we don’t exactly “put our cars to bed” for 

an entire season, there is practical information pertinent to our region. Thanks, Benny! 
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This month we welcome a new advertiser, Guben’s Garage.  

Please support the businesses that support us!  

Call me today to insure that your classic car has the coverage that you need. 

Model A Ford Service and Repair 

(803) 215-3276   

“Keeping Model A’s Alive since 1960” 

ericshogren@gforcecable.com 

Guben’s Garage 
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DECEMBER 3  
FIRST SATURDAY BREAKFAST 

MASONIC LODGE  8:30 A.M. 

DECEMBER 3 

CARS AND COFFEE 

ATLANTA BREAD COMPANY 

WHISKEY RD. 10-11 A.M. 

DECEMBER 3 

GRANITEVILLE  

CHRISTMAS PARADE 

LINE-UP DETAILS ON PAGE 4 

DECEMBER 4 

EDGEFIELD  

CHRISTMAS PARADE 

LINE-UP DETAILS ON PAGE 4 

DECEMBER 5 

AMA’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 

CUMBERLAND VILLAGE CLUB HOUSE 

DETAILS ON PAGE 4 

DECEMBER 6 
NO REGULAR FIRST TUESDAY 

MONTHLY CLUB MEETING 

DECEMBER 5-8 
MAFCA NAT’L AWARDS BANQUET 

RENO, NV 

DECEMBER 11   

AIKEN JAYCEE’S  

CHRISTMAS PARADE.  

LINE-UP DETAILS ON PAGE 4 

DECEMBER 16 

SHUTTLE SERVICE FOR 

SAGE VALLEY CURRIER AND IVES 

DETAILS ON PAGE 5 

JAN 1, 2017 HAPPY NEW YEAR 

JANUARY 3 
MONTHLY CLUB MEETING 

CUMBERLAND VILLAGE 

JANUARY 7 
FIRST SATURDAY BREAKFAST 

MASONIC LODGE  8:30 A.M. 

Events Calendar About the Aiken Model A’s 

The Aiken Model A’s (AMA’s) is a chapter of the Model A 

Ford Club of America (MAFCA). A not-for-profit 

corporation, we are dedicated to the preservation and 

the restoration of the Model A Ford automobile. Owning 

a Model A Ford is not required for membership. An 

application for membership in the Aiken Model A’s is 

available at www.aikenas.org. AMA’s annual dues are 

$50.  

For information about the Aiken Model A’s, visit our web 

page, noted above, or contact Membership Coordinator, 

Pat Roberts at (803) 649-0054, or e-mail 

aikenmodelas@gmail.com.  

To further the Model A Ford hobby, AMA’s members are 

encouraged to maintain memberships in the national 

organizations, MAFCA and MARC (Model A Restorer's 

Club). For information on these organizations, go to 

www.mafca.com and www.model-a-ford.org.   

About This Newsletter, © 2016 Aiken Model A’s, except 

as noted. Please contact aikenmodelas@gmail.com 

concerning reprinting of articles, illustrations, or photos.  

Aiken Model A’s 
PO Box 992 

Aiken, SC 29802 

Meetings 

The 1835 Room at Cumberland Village,  

3335 Wise Creek Lane Aiken, SC  

Monthly, First Tues., 7 P.M. 

GUESTS WELCOME! 

 




