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It’s pretty obvious 

that as the editor I have 

a good time putting the 

graphics and color into 

this newsletter. When I 

did a web search on 

“September images” the 

theme of image after 

September image was fall 

colors, falling leaves, 

cooling temperatures and 

a general slow-down in 

the pace of life.  

It made me think that 

we are lucky to live in 

Aiken and the C.S.R.A. 

We have at least a couple 

more months of warm 

temperatures and the 

leaves won’t need raking 

for several weeks yet. 

Since some of the best 

weather for driving our 

cars is ahead of us, the 

“slow-down” for our club 

is just now passing with 

those triple-digit heat 

indexes passing too. In 

fact, the past few days 

have been downright 

beautiful, with cool 

mornings and moderate 

daytime temps. Though 

it’s very uncharacteristic 

for the end of August, I’ll 

take it!  

Get ready to gear up 

for a fun, busy Model A 

driving season.  

See you behind the 

wheel,  

Dotti 
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D O T T I  S H O G R E N ,  P R E S I D E N T  

 
The Aiken Model A’s are an awesome bunch! As I 

think about the individuals in our club, I realize what 

an interesting mix of traits and talents we represent. 

For a club that is only a year old, we have already 

come a long way! Reflecting on the things the club 

accomplished in its first year, the places we’ve gone, 

the lives we have touched and the bonds of 

friendships formed, it’s all I can do not to “bust my 

buttons!” Not because I’m President this year; 

because I’m a member of this great group of friends. 

You should be proud too!  

We have been on tours, participated in parades too 

numerous to count, displayed our cars at an historic 

stable, a tractor show and a retirement community. 

We have shared breakfasts, dinners and picnics, and 

shared our time and talents to get an old pickup truck 

running, simply for the pleasure of a man we had 

never met before. We have given joy and memories to 

young and old alike, provided transportation for 

veterans and dinner guests, connected with members 

from other Model A clubs, the public and each other. 

We have shared knowledge at meetings and weekend 

technical seminars, and we have created this 

impressive résumé in just 12 months! 

Being in this Model A club is a lot of fun, and just 

one reason we are all here. Why does someone join a 

Model ‘A’ Ford club? The reasons are many and 

varied…a source for information on restoration... or 

for access to help with mechanical issues…comradery 

with like-minded individuals and a sense of 

belonging…the security of driving with a group and 

having “roadside assistance” available…recognition 

for preserving a slice of history...and of course, fun! A 

passage from the MAFCA booklet titled “Chapter 

Starter” basically says that each member benefits 

from club membership in one way or another. Each 

member, in turn, has an obligation to serve the club 

so that others may benefit. As an AMA’s member, 

why did you join and are you getting what you need 

from the club? I really want to know! 

What is it that you find fun about the AMA’s? 

What keeps you coming back? Are you willing to give 

as well as receive…in service to the club, to individual 

members in need of help with their car, or a ride to a 

meeting, or a phone call during illness?  

I see an admirable spirit of cooperation flowing 

through the AMA’s, and I think the club is on-track 

to continue growing; in size as well as character. We 

get to enjoy these cars, these friends and these 

experiences. We can also continue to make a 

difference to others through our member’s generosity 

of time and talent. I said it before, and I’ll say it 

again, the Aiken Model A’s are an awesome bunch!  

That said, it takes an input of effort from more 

than just a core of members to keep a club 

enthusiastic, fresh and interesting. There will always 

be leaders and followers - it would be a boring world if 

we were all the same. But there are many ‘jobs’ 

within this club that don’t require leadership, just 

willingness.  

We are still a small club and our bonds of 

friendship are still intimate because of our size.  It’s 

wonderful to grow, but as we do it will get harder to 

really know each member personally. Consider using 

this time of closer friendships to trust...that you can 

speak up at a meeting, even if you suspect your idea 

may be unpopular; it may be something that needs to 

be said...that these friends are more interested in 

kindness than judging......that these friends “have 

your back”...that the trepidations you may feel about 

your skills or abilities to serve your club is 

common...that what benefits you as a club member is 

the result of another member’s service and your 

service completes the circle. 

Did you know you already serve the AMA’s even if 

you are not in a ‘position’ of service? If you come to 

meetings and join in the discussions, you are playing 

an important role. Coming to Cars and Coffee to share 

mechanical knowledge and participate in the 

fellowship is also of service to other members. Are you 

willing to stretch just a little and try something that 

may feel uncomfortable? You won’t be on your own 

with any project or job, no matter how large or how 

small. Someone in this club will be there to guide you 

until you’re saying, “OK, I got this now!”  

I love this club and I love our members; their 

enthusiasm and their appreciation of the Model A. I 

can’t wait to see how we grow in the coming year. 
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Present: Dotti Shogren, Pat & 

Tom Roberts, Don Cerefin, 

Rachel d’Entremont, Ken 

Jackson, Ken & JoAnne 

Bernacchi, Roy & Gloria Fischer, 

Craig McMullin, Larry & Cheryl 

Lamb, and Louise Mellon. 

At 7 pm President Dotti 

welcomed everyone to the 

meeting. She asked for an update 

on Jim McPherson who had been 

in the hospital for over 10 days. 

It was reported that Jim was 

making progress and had been 

moved to the physical therapy 

section of the hospital. 

Dotti asked for a motion to 

approve the July meeting 

minutes as published in the 

newsletter. The motion was 

made, seconded, and carried that 

the July minutes be approved. 

The secretary, treasurer, 

membership coordinator, and 

webmaster were each given an 

opportunity to make comments. 

Rachel circulated a card 

received from the Roberts 

thanking the club for the gift 

card presented to them at the 

July meeting. She said that she 

had a card for Jim but left it at 

home. She promised to send it 

with the regards of those in 

attendance. 

Dotti reminded everyone of the 

dinner at Louise’s house and said 

it was not too late to sign up. 

There was a  brief report on the 

progress toward the Model A 

Day/Anni versar y cookout 

scheduled for September 19. 

Larry estimated that the cost for 

gas and charcoal would be about 

$30 and Dotti estimated the cake 

would be about $60. Misty had 

been asked via e-mail to find out 

how much the meat would cost. 

Roy was asked to be in charge of 

parking the Model A’s. A sign-up 

sheet was passed around. 

Dotti explained the trouble she 

had had in getting the touring 

banners made and printed. She 

explained that the ties on the 

blank banners were too short and 

they were returned to the maker. 

She said that in the long run, the 

banners would be less expensive 

than those originally ordered but 

that the club needed to decide 

whether to have all 50 printed at 

once or whether to go with the 

original 30, and that the 

minimum print order was 25. 

Ken B. made a motion, seconded 

by Tom, that all 50 be printed at 

the present time. The motion 

carried. It was noted that 

although the Weeks Center 

w o u l d  n o t  p e r m i t  a n 

International Model A Day 

banner, we could put the 

individual banners on the cars. 

Dotti said that when the by-

laws were drawn up last year, she 

and Greg didn’t have the minutes 

from the first meeting and 

therefore some things that were 

agreed upon at that time did not 

get included in the by-laws. She 

presented a marked up version of 

the by-laws for discussion. A 

summary of sections for which 

changes were considered includes: 

V-7: change to state that if 

there is no past president, a 

director-at-large would be 

elected. Rachel made a motion, 

seconded by Ken B. that the 

wording proposed by Dotti for 

section V-7 be incorporated into 

the By-laws; the motion carried. 

VI-1: The Officers shall serve 

as the Board and the Board 

would appoint someone to fill an 

unexpired term 

VI-2: Board should meet at 

least 2 times per year and any 

Board member could call a 

meeting 

VI-3: Board meetings would 

be open to the membership as 

guests though discussion of 

sensitive matters  may be closed 

III Fiscal Responsibility & 

Limitations 

III-1: A reserve of $500 would 

be retained in the treasury at all 

times 

III-2: Without prior approval 

of the Board, Officers are limited 

to spending $100, above which 

they may or may not be 

reimbursed pending a vote by the 

Board 

III-3: The Board is limited to 

spending $200 without approval 

of membership 

These approvals may be voted 

on via electronic means if there is 

urgency 

The President may approve a 

member’s expenditure for no 

(Continued on page 4) 

MEETING MINUTES 
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more than $100 without prior 

approval of the Board 

There were suggested changes 

made to Dotti’s draft and it was 

agreed that she would bring it 

back before the membership at 

the next meeting. 

Rachel asked that the next 

agenda include a request for 

approval to purchase the meat 

and needed supplies for the 

cookout. 

New Business: 

Dotti mentioned that there 

was a conflict between the Olar 

parade and the Boshears Fly-in 

on October 17. She explained a 

little of the history of Olar and 

it was decided to put off the 

decision until there were more 

people present who intended to 

participate. 

Craig was asked to lead the 

tour to the Richland Creek Old 

Farm Days in November.  He 

was also going to check on the 

d at e  o f  t h e  Ed g efi e ld 

Prohibition re-enactment 

believed to be on Friday, 

September 18, the day before 

the International Model A Day 

cookout and anniversary 

celebration. 

Rachel agreed to look into 

visiting area retirement homes 

once the weather cools down. 

Dotti passed out a list of 

volunteer opportunities within 

the club and explained each 

position. Roy volunteered to be 

in charge of the 50/50 drawing. 

The August drawing took in 

$20, ten went to JoAnne and 

ten was given to Don to deposit 

into the bank account. 

Dotti held a drawing for two 

scratch-off lottery tickets; Roy 

and Gloria each received one; 

they were not winning tickets. 

Louise was asked to share her 

idea for a fundraiser for 

scholarships for the children’s 

program at the Center for the 

Arts. She said that no date had 

been proposed yet but that the 

fundraiser would be built 

around the Model A theme with 

some cars parked inside the 

center and some in front. People 

would be encouraged to wear 

period attire and there would be 

food and dancing with the 

public buying tickets. There 

would be a photographer selling 

photos of attendees with the 

cars. She will get back to the 

club with more details. 

Tom presented a program on  

how to check and straighten a 

bent starter armature. 

There being no further 

business, the meeting adjourned 

at about 8:45 p.m. 

 

R a c h e l  d ’ E n t r e m o n t , 

Secretary 
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“Members that 

arrived earlier 

had lined up their 

Model A’s in front 

of a stately, two-

story brick home, 

forming  

a perfect 

picture…” 

Louise Mellon’s new 

Corgi puppy. 

DINNER AT THE MELLON HOUSE 

“Warm up the ’A’ and 

I’ll be right out” I said to 

my other-half as I packed 

up the last of the items I 

was contributing towards 

the evening meal. When I 

came down the garage 

steps the ‘31 Fordor wasn’t 

warming up, but instead, 

the hood was up. I gave 

Eric a quizzical look and 

he replied, “Water pump, I think, but 

we’re not taking this car out tonight.” 

Since the ‘28 Special Coupe also had 

a questionable mechanical malady, we 

got into our modern steel and I didn’t 

think too much about it. Nearing our 

host’s house we were headed deeper 

into Aiken’s horse district, and as we 

bumped along on a historic dirt road I 

didn't mind being in a modern-day 

Ford with air-conditioning.  

However, when we turned onto 

Louise Mellon’s driveway I realized 

our misfortune at not having arrived 

in our Model A. 

Members that arrived earlier had 

lined up their Model A’s in front of a 

stately, two-story brick home, forming 

a perfect picture; but for the gap left 

by our missing car. Needless to say we 

found an out-of-view place to park our 

pickup. 

Despite my chagrin at running late 

and leaving the Model A at home, the 

welcome from all members was warm 

and the large home was genuinely 

inviting and very comfortable. The 

highlight of Louise’s home is her 

artist’s studio where she paints and 

creates her beautiful and often 

whimsical works of art. Flooded with 

daylight on three sides from multiple 

sets of French doors, the studio serves 

as a gallery of fine art, displaying 

Louise's genius. On one of the work 

tables, a commissioned painting-in-

progress depicted a family’s pets, past 

and present, which included a rabbit 

and a hedge hog. 

Louise’s own indoor pets - a new 

puppy and two adult dogs, entertained 

us before dinner, as we mingled and 

chatted. 

Dinner was a delightful and 

delicious affair, and each club member 

(Continued on page 6) 
Another new baby 

on the farm. 

by Dotti Shogren 
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“...an 

impressive 

Trifle 

layered in a 

huge crystal 

bowl and 

topped with a 

heavenly flow 

of freshly 

whipped 

cream.” 

Dinner at Louise Mellon’s House 
contributed a dish, which was served 

buffet-style from a large dining room 

table. Our hostess prepared a 

scrumptious Rosemary Chicken main 

dish, but Louise outdid herself with her 

dessert creation - an impressive Trifle  

layered in a huge crystal bowl and 

topped with a heavenly flow of freshly 

whipped cream.  

After satisfying their appetites, many 

members wandered outside to tour the 

farm, visiting with Louise’s new foal 

a n d  h e r  h o r s e s .  O t h e r ’ s 

photographed the Model A’s 

displayed in front of the house. In 

all, it was a thoroughly enjoyable 

evening filled with all the things the 

AMA’s love: food, friends, fellowship, 

and our old Ford cars. 

 

(Continued from page 5) 

“THE TRIFLE” 

September 19th will see 

Model A Ford owners from 

around the world partaking in 

various types of activities to 

celebrate Henry Ford’s 

greatest achievement. Our 

club is having a cookout for 

the AMA’s and the Shade 

Tree A’s and a car display for 

the public. By driving your 

Model A Ford on September 

19, 2015 you can participate 

in this world-wide fellowship 

of Model A enthusiasts. 

According to the Model A 

Ford Club of America 

(MAFCA) web-site, plans for 

an International Model A 

Day began in 2008 when 

Bruce Adams and others 

came up with the idea for the 

event. The first year this 

annual event was held was in 

2009. Since then The Restorer 

has chronicled the activities 

of Model A enthusiasts from 

around the globe, all focused 

on enjoying the Model A 

Ford. 

Our cookout will begin at 3 

p.m. at the Whiskey Road 

shelter in the park at H. O. 

Weeks activity center on 

Whiskey Road. Tie on your 

new AMA’s tour banner, 

drive your Model A and help 

us promote the endurance of 

the Model A Ford. See the 

flyer and map on pages 7 and 

8 for more information, or 

contact Tom Roberts or 

Rachel d’Entremont. They 

are the co-chairs of this event 

a n d  w o u l d  w e l c o m e 

volunteers for various set-up 

and clean-up needs. 

INTERNATIONAL MODEL ‘A’ DAY 
DRIVE YOUR MODEL ‘A’  IN CELEBRATION 
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International Model A Day Celebration 
Saturday, September 19, 2015 

3:00 pm 
HO Weeks Center Whiskey Road Picnic Pavilion at  

1700 Whiskey Road in Aiken 

 The Aiken Model A’s have invited the Shade Tree A’s to a celebration of 
International Model A Ford Day with a cookout and car display on Saturday, 

September 19 starting at 3:00 pm. The cars will be displayed along the Whiskey 

Road frontage of the park.  
 The Aiken club will be supplying corn dogs and hamburgers with all the 

fixings and is asking folks to bring side dishes or other items. Because there is 

usually too much food at picnics, for those who are unable to prepare something  

(or choose not to for the betterment of society), we suggest a monetary donation of 
what you might have spent to help provide paper goods and other picnic supplies.  

 A sign-up sheet will be circulated at the August meeting or you may 

contact: Tom 803-649-0054/ patroberts1176@gmail.com, or  Rachel at  
803-649-3618/ rachel@dentremont.us to let us know how many are coming and  

what you will be bringing. 

 Please bring the appropriate serving utensil along with your covered dish or 
dessert, folding chairs, and of course, your Model A!  

 International Model A Day coincides with the first anniversary of the Aiken 

Model A’s so please join in on the double celebration. 



8 



9 

ABOVE: “Who’s the sporty dude?” 

Don Cerefin (left) and Vance Coulthard (right) pose with the cars. 

Would you let these guys work on your Model 

‘A’? YOU BET! There’s a lot of talent 

represented here. From left: Don Cerefin, 

Larry Lamb, Bill Cox, Walker Crosby. 

Waiting for the photo shoot to get set up, Ken Jackson is 
watching, taking it all in with a cup of coffee. 

We were all happy to see George Gordon driving his pick up. He 
has made a remarkable recovery since his heart surgery in March. 

Greg Jones and his 1930 Ford Cabriolet. Don’t 

worry, he’s only pretending to be blind. 

PHOTO GALLERY  
AMA’s Members meet at Atlanta Bread Company for Cars and Coffee 

August 29, 2015 
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Line up for the picture, everybody! There goes Ken 
Jackson...he’s off to go find a primo spot for his car. 

Smile, Eric Shogren! Ken Bernacchi is taking your picture...oh, 

wait. He wants to photograph the cars! 

“I once caught a fish this big.” An animated 

Sheila McPherson! 

MORE PHOTOS 
AMA’s Members meet at Atlanta Bread Company for Cars and Coffee 

August 29, 2015 

NICE COLORS! 

Ken MacPherson’s 1931 Lincoln Limo.  

Truly jaw-dropping-ly gorgeous! A great display of our new club banner. 
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We have TWO new families to welcome to the Aiken Model A’s! 

Jim Hedges and his wife Cathy joined us in mid-August. Jim is well-known to local Model A'ers and 

expressed his interest as simply wanting to support our local club. The Hedges drive a 1929 Sport 

Coupe. See this month’s ‘classifieds’ for info on the 1930 Town Sedan Jim has for sale.  

Ken MacPherson and his wife Jackie Testa officially joined our group in late August. They are 

currently without a Model A, but no matter, as that isn’t a requirement in this club! Ken has restored 

many Model A’s and brings a wealth of knowledge to the club. His current collection includes a rare 

1931 Lincoln Model 207V Limousine, and a 1931 Lincoln LeBaron Convertible Roadster Model 214, 

and other vintage autos. 

We warmly welcome Jim and Cathy and Ken and Jackie! It is exciting to note that our club now 

numbers 22 families as we approach our first anniversary! 

HELLO! HELLO! 

A big thank you goes out to Tom and Pat Roberts and Bill Cox for the tour banner project. Bill was 

instrumental in finding a local printer and ordering blank banners. Tom and Pat picked up the 

banners and Pat created a unique way of keeping track to see that each member receives their 

banner. She crafted a tag for each banner with the club logo and member’s name and hand-tied each 

tag to the banners with ribbon. Very clever and classy, Pat! 

Jim McPherson is doing much better and has returned to work after a recent illness. 

Mark your calendar for October 10th and shine up your Model A for an early October car display. 

We have been invited to the Spring Branch Fall Festival in Windsor, held at Spring Branch Baptist 

Church. The complete details of our departure for Windsor have yet to be determined, but we do 

know that the Church is planning on feeding us in appreciation for displaying our Model A’s! Tom 

Roberts is our contact person and tour organizer for this event. Thanks Tom! 

Bill Cox has accepted the position of AMA’s National Representative. The position requires writing 

and submitting an email to MAFCA every-other month, with a maximum 75 word synopsis of our 

club’s activities. The report will be printed in Chapter News in The Restorer. Look for it in your 

November issue. Thank you Bill! 

Louise Mellon and Vance Coulthard were alive and well at the dinner party they hosted on August 

8th, despite exhausting themselves with the preparations. The grounds, the house and the dinner 

were lovely and the club had a wonderful evening. Displaying the cars in front of the house was 

delightful. We thank you both so much for all your efforts to ensure our comfort and enjoyment of 

the evening.  
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FIRE EXTINGUISHERS  

AND YOUR MODEL A  
by Eric Shogren, Professional Member of the Society of Fire Protection Engineers 

Substance Flash Point Intended Use 

Gasoline -45 degrees F. Fueling an engine ONLY 

Acetone 0 degrees F. Nail polish remover, solvent 

Turpentine 95 degrees F. Paint thinner, brush cleaner 

Mineral spirits 104 degrees F. Paint thinner, brush cleaner 

Charcoal lighter 160 degrees F. Starter fluid for grills 

Some mineral-oil 160 degrees F. Multi-purpose remover/solvent products 

In the 15 years I’ve been in the Model A hobby, I know of two fires involving club 

member’s Model As. In both instances the fire originated in the vicinity of the carburetor. 

Let’s look at why. 

We all know how easy it is to detect a gasoline leak by the smell. That is because gasoline 

flashes to vapor at 45 degrees BELOW zero! To give you a sense of how easily it flashes to a 

vapor here is a comparison of the flashpoint of gasoline and other common products: 

Gasoline essentially vaporizes itself and will auto ignite at 495 degrees F. So all you need is 

gas vapors and hot surface, and gasoline will auto ignite. 
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If the car backfires through the carburetor all the gasoline-air mixture that should be heading to the 

engine cylinders is now heading right for the exhaust manifold/muffler. Not a good situation.  The good 

news is, that with reasonable timing the exhaust manifold and muffler shouldn’t be above 495 degrees F. 

However, if you’re backfiring through the carburetor, your timing is probably out of whack and your 

manifold could be above 495 degrees F. OOPS! That’s why I carry a fire extinguisher in both of my Model 

A’s. 

Fire extinguishers are divided into four categories, based on different types of fires. Each fire 

extinguisher also has a numerical rating that serves as a guide for the amount of fire the extinguisher can 

handle. The higher the number, the more fire-fighting power. The following is a quick guide to help choose 

the right type of extinguisher.  

 

Class A extinguishers are for ordinary combustible materials such as paper, wood, cardboard, and most 

plastics. The numerical rating on these types of extinguishers indicates the amount of water it holds and 

the amount of fire it can extinguish. 

Class B fires involve flammable or combustible liquids such as gasoline, kerosene, grease and oil. The 

numerical rating for class B extinguishers indicates the approximate number of square feet of fire it can 

extinguish. 

Class C fires involve electrical equipment, such as appliances, wiring, circuit breakers and outlets. Never 

use water to extinguish class C fires - the risk of electrical shock is far too great! Class C extinguishers do 

not have a numerical rating. The C classification means the extinguishing agent is non-conductive. 

Class D fire extinguishers are commonly found in a chemical laboratory. They are for fires that involve 

combustible metals, such as magnesium, titanium, potassium and sodium. These types of extinguishers 

also have no numerical rating, nor are they given a multi-purpose rating - they are designed for class D 

fires only.  

Looking at Figure 1 below, you’ll see a carburetor and exhaust manifold in close proximity. 

Figure 1: Model A Carburetor Arrangement 
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So for a Model A the primary concern is getting a fire extinguisher that is Class B to extinguish 

flammable liquids. But because other things in the engine compartment may catch on fire, a fire 

extinguisher rated for both Class A and B or for Class A, B and C is a good investment. Don’t get a CO2 

extinguisher because they are only Class B and C and would be ineffective against burning paint or rubber. 

A fire extinguisher rated for Class A, B and C is most often a dry chemical powder which come in a variety 

of types and are suitable for a combination of Class A, B and C fires. These are filled with foam or powder 

and pressurized with nitrogen. 

 

Figure 2 below, shows some of the common labeling of a fire extinguisher. 

 

It is also important to understand how to use a fire extinguisher.  Use this acronym to as a quick 

reference: 

P A S S 

Pull the Pin at the top of the extinguisher. The pin releases a locking mechanism and will allow you to 

discharge the extinguisher.  

 

Aim at the base of the fire, not the flames. This is important - in order to put out the fire, you must 

extinguish the fuel.  

 

Squeeze the lever slowly. This will release the extinguishing agent in the extinguisher. If the handle is 

released, the discharge will stop.  
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Just as important as “how” to use a fire extinguisher is “when” to use one.  Fires have several stages.  

We’re concerned with the first three stages; incipient, free burning and growth. An incipient fire’s flames 

may be visible, but it’s not very hot yet. Once a fire has grown to the free burning stage, flames are 

visible but limited to area of ignition. In the growth phase, the fire is spreading, growing rapidly and 

extremely hot.  So, when do you use a fire extinguisher to fight a fire? 

First, never use a fire extinguish to fight a fire if you have the slightest doubt about your safety. If 

you do have the slightest concern about your safety call for help, warn others in the vicinity and 

evacuate the area.  Only attempt to fight a fire: 

 

 If it is small and contained.  The time to use a fire extinguisher is in the early or incipient stage. Once 

the fire starts to grow or spread its time to evacuate the area. 

 If you are safe from the toxic smoke.  If the fire is producing large amounts of thick black smoke or 

chemical smoke, do not try to extinguish the fire, especially if indoors. If outdoors, approach the fire 

with the wind at your back. All fires produce toxic gases that can be fatal in even small amounts 

 If you have a means of escape.  You should only fight a fire when you have a means of escape at your 

back. If the fire is not extinguished quickly you need to be able to get out quickly and avoid becoming 

trapped. 

If your instincts tell you it’s OK.  If you don’t feel comfortable fighting the fire, don’t try. Get out and let 

the fire department do their job. 

 

Never attempt to fight a fire that is in the growth phase and spreading beyond the region of ignition. If 

it’s crawling out of the engine compartment, run away! 

Sweep from side to side. Using a sweeping motion, move the fire extinguisher back and forth until the fire 

is completely out. Operate the extinguisher from a safe distance, several feet away, and then move 

towards the fire once it starts to diminish. Be sure to read the instructions on your fire extinguisher - 

different fire extinguishers recommend operating them from different distances. Remember: aim at the 

base of the fire, not at the flames!!! 
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I have undertaken a research project, trying 

to identify the Model A Ford Assembly Plants 

and the codes that were stamped into the frames 

on the bodies of some Model A’s. I know this 

project has been addressed in the past. 

Location of the Assembly Plant ID Number 

The body assembly plant number was 

stamped into the top of the horizontal front 

body cross member, into the body side rails on 

the floor board level, or into the wooden cross 

member on certain body styles such as 

Cabriolets and Fordors. The number can be 

located anywhere on the cross member and can 

be oriented to read from driver to passenger 

side, from passenger to driver side, or from back 

to front. Also, the size of the stamp used differs 

from one assembly plant to another. Briggs and 

Murray bodied cars had a tag affixed to either 

the wooden body cross member or firewall. I am 

not collecting these tag numbers. Body tag 

number information can be found at: http://

www.mafca.com/bodynumbers.html 

Most, but not all of these numbers contain 

from one to five letters that denote the specific 

assembly plant where the car was assembled. 

The digital portion of the number could indicate 

body style production. To date, 31 of the 35 

assembly plants have been equated to their 

letter codes. It would appear that all of the 

assembly plants, regardless of its particular 

capability (i.e., major, standard or minor 

assembly plant), stamped these numbers into 

the cross member or side rails. For some 

unknown reason, not all Model "A" cars have an 

assembly plant number, but could largely be a 

result of the body cross member or side rails 

being replaced or the assembly plant number 

being filled in during restoration. 

Model A Ford Assembly Plants (US) 

Following is a list of the assembly plants with 

their equated letter codes. 
 
  1. A ATLANTA, GEORGIA (the star is 
sometimes stamped at the end) AA ALSO 
NOTED 
2. BO BUFFALO, NEW YORK 
3. CE CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 
4. CR CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA 
5. CHI CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
6. CI CINCINNATI, OHIO 
7.CL CLEVELAND, OHIO (CLE) ALSO 
NOTED 
8. G COLUMBUS, OHIO 
9. DS DALLAS, TEXAS 
10. DR DENVER, COLORADO 
11. DM DES MOINES, IOWA 
12. E EDGEWATER, NEW JERSEY - Opened 
Nov 15, 1930 and replaced Kearny, NJ. 
13. H HOUSTON, TEXAS 
14. I INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 
15. JE JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 
16. KANSAS CITY MISSOURI (possibly used 
letters “AF”) 
17. KY KEARNY, NEW JERSEY 
18. LA LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA - Opened 
June 1930 and replaced Los Angeles. 
 Used LA through at least  
19. LA LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA (the 
month and year appear as part of the number) 

(Continued on page 17) 

ASSEMBLY PLANTS  

AND BODY NUMBERS 
by Dave Sturges, Glenwood, Maryland 

This article was taken from the MAFCA website and is identified as last updated on 11/20/2011. 

Therefor, any contact information for the author and any requests he makes seeking additional data 

for his research may be out of date. Do you know where your car was assembled? 
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20. LE LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY (the month 
and year appear at the end of the number) 

21.MEM MEMPHIS,  TENNESSEE 

(Sometimes has "AX" preceding the number) 

22. MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 

23. NO NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA (the 

number "2" precedes the "NO") 

24. NK NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 

25. OC OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 

26. OMAHA, NEBRASKA - Possibly used 

"AU" . 

27. PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 

28. PO PORTLAND, OREGON 

29. R RICHMOND, CALIFORNIA - Opened 

in August 1931 and replaced San Francisco 

30. F DETROIT (ROUGE), MICHIGAN 

31. SFA SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

(SFAA) has also been used 

32. AS SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 

33. S SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 

(also used letters S-S, SAXC, SAX and 

SSAX) 

34. STL ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI (has AX 

preceding the STL). 

35. TC TWIN CITY, ST. PAUL, 

MINNESOTA 

Note that most of  the letter codes are 

from one to five letters and there is a 

systematic way most of  the letters were 

derived from the city location of  the 

assembly plant. When assembly plant 

location cities have a single word, the 

letter code is generally the first and last 

letters (i.e. Buffalo - BO, Charlotte - CE, 

Chester - CR, etc.) Assembly plant 

locations having two words generally use 

the initial letter from each word (i.e. New 

Orleans - NO, Oklahoma City - OC, Twin 

City - TC and so forth). 

It is difficult to differentiate the stamp 

used to represent the letter O from the 

stamp used for the zero, and this presents 

a problem for some of  the body assembly 

plant letter codes. Anyone having a Model 

"A" with a number containing letter codes 

listed above can determine the origin of  

that car body and possibly its final 

assembly, while others will have to wait 

for more numbers to be collected. The 

following additional letter codes have 

been noted but are not yet equated to 

their assembly plant: AEX, AXC, DO, T, 

W, 3S, and 5S. 

Model A Ford Assembly Plants (Canada) 

Following is a list of  the assembly 

plants with their equated letter codes. 
1. M MONTREAL, QUEBEC -- 119-139 

LAURIER AVENUE EAST 

2 T TORONTO, ONTARIO -- 2951-2991 

DANFORTH AVENUE 

3 W WINNIPEG, MANITOBA -- PORTAGE 

AND WALL STREETS 

4 V VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA -- 

1160 HAMILTON STREET 

Most, but not all, of  the cars having the 

"F" code compiled to date are 1928 or 

1929 Tudors. The numbers following the 

letter assembly code increase when the 

cars are put in month and year order. 

Following is a list of  1928 and 1929 

Tudors with the “F” letter code in 

production date order: (read assembly 

plant number, production date and 

current location). 
Assembly Production Current 

Plant# Date Location 
F1334 2/28 OHIO 
F5065 2/28 ONTARIO 
F7368 7/28 NEW JERSEY 
F16307 -/28 MICHIGAN 
F41967 10/28 OHIO 

(Continued from page 16) 

(Continued on page 18) 
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F42469 11/28 MICHIGAN 
F56571 1/29 MARYLAND 
F75541 3/29 MICHIGAN 
F78541 3/29 MICHIGAN 
F83633 4/29 PENNSYLVANIA 
F83683 4/29 VERMONT 
F88948 5/29 ALABAMA 
F89177 5/29 INDIANA 
F94407 5/29 KENTUCKY 

Some “F” bodies were assembled outside of 
the U.S. and have Canadian engine 
numbers. In fact there is almost equal mix of 
U.S. and Canadian assembled cars with “F” 
series assembly plant numbers. The “F” 
series system was modified in late 1929. On 
these cars the letter F is preceded by a 
number, indicating the body style. Below is 
a listing of the numbers compiled to date 
equated to their body style. 
1F STANDARD COUPE 45A,B 
2F SPORT COUPE 50A,B 
3F STANDARD FORDOR 165C 
4F TUDOR 55A,B 
5F TOWN SEDAN 155C 
6F PHAETON 35A,B;180A 
7F ROADSTER 40A,B 
8F ROADSTER 40A,B 
9F OPEN CAB PICKUP 76A,B 
11F DELUXE ROADSTER 40A,B 
12F CLOSED CAB PICKUP 82A,B 
15F S/W FORDOR 
16F TOWN SEDAN 155A,B,C,D;160B 

It is very interesting to note that all cars 
noted to date with letter code of "D" or 
"DO" are 1928 or 1929 Coupe bodies (i.e. 
Standard, Special, Business or Sport 
Coupes). 
Summary 
I would like to collect additional body 
assembly plant numbers from as many 
MAFCA members as possible. In addition to 
the body assembly plant number, please 
forward as much of the following data as 
possible: 

 general location of the number on the 
cross member or side rail 

 orientation of the number (does it read 
from the driver’s side to passenger side or 
visa versa) 

 date on firewall for 1928 and 1929 years 

 frame, engine number or both if different 

 month and year 

 body style 

 current location of the car 

 original owner location of car, if known 
 

It only takes a few minutes to locate the 
body assembly plant number, if there is one 
to be found. Just lift the front floor mat or 
carpet and look on the top of the front body 
cross member in front of the seat riser or 
support or on either side rail. The only 
assembly plants known to stamp assembly 
plant number on the side rail is Denver. 
Further, I would like to correspond with 
anyone having additional information, 
specific knowledge regarding assembly 
plants, which were classified as major, 
standard and minor and when or why the 
body assembly plant numbers may have 
been stamped into the body. It’s about time 
we solved these numbers for the Model “A” 
community. A good number of Model 'A' 
owners have expressed an interest in tracing 
the history of their cars. An assembly plant 
number will provide them with a starting 
point. 
You may reach me at the following address 
or phone number: 
Dave Sturges, dasturge@comcast.net 
14505 MacClintock Drive 
Glenwood, MD 
21738-9626 
(410) 442-2724 
Last Updated: 11/20/2011 

(Continued from page 17) 

YOUR BUSINESS AD  

COULD BE HERE! 

$100 ANNUALLY/12 ISSUES 

MAIL CHECK TO: 

AIKEN MODEL A’S  PO BOX 992 

AIKEN SC 29802 

TRANSMIT AD COPY TO: 

DOTTISHOGREN@GFORCECABLE.COM 
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The following examples are taken from the 

September 1931 issue of Women’s World. The 

article showed women what to expect with new 

fall fashions. For daytime wear, skirts are about 

twelve inches from the ground, for afternoons the 

smart length is about nine inches from the floor, and 

for evening, down to ankle length. A waistline is 

still shown in all styles. Ensembles consisting of a 

skirt and a coat or a frock and jacket are considered 

to be in style. A black woolen dress is a wardrobe 

staple. Serge and Cheviot wools are for dressing in 

high style. Crepe satin is for both afternoon and 

evening wear. Canton crepe, flat silk crepe, serge-

like silk, silk and wool novelties in small patterns 

are fashionable. The satin crepes, semi-sheer 

crepes and transparent velvets are for the afternoon 

mode. The dominant colors this fall are garnet-red 

for town wear and yellow-red for evening. Brown is 

the second choice to black for daytime and dinner 

wear. 

Noted in an article from the November 1931 
issue of Women’s World, there is an increased 
width above the waistline. The high waist, 
accentuated bust, and width across the shoulders, 
are features of the Empire style, “so important for 
this season.” The bottom left dress shows the same 
dress fabric used to add a cap on the sleeves, 
creating a broadening effect to the shoulders. The 
style shown fourth from the left, accomplishes the 
same thing with the well-used bertha collar, also 
broadening the shoulder area. Skirts are close 
fitting about the hips, pleated, gored or only 
slightly flared at the hemline. All bias-cut 
garments needed length to give them a graceful 
appearance and thus the hemlines were longer in 
1931. Dresses favored diagonal lines, and there 
were often angles where the bodice was attached to 
the skirt, in order to accomplish the ‘bias’ look.  

FALL TRENDS FOR WOMEN 
by Patti Jones 

 Fall Trends for Women    mafca.com    November 2013 
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HISTORICAL TRIVIA 

  

 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

ANSWER TO AUGUST’S TRIVIA QUESTION  
Q. There are (how many) South Carolina MAFCA chapters that bring Model A activities to 

locations across the state? Can you list them all?  

A. There are 5 South Carolina MAFCA chapters;  

 The Palmetto A’s (Columbia) 

 Old Ninety-Six District Model A Ford Club 

(Greenwood) 

 Western Carolina Model A Ford Club 

(Greenville) 

 Low Country A’s (Charleston) 

 Aiken Model A’s (Aiken) 

 

SEPTEMBER’S TRIVIA QUESTION:  
What is the significance of the Model A pictured? 

(HINT: It did not begin life as a Phaeton). 

Historical Events in September 1928 

 12-17 Hurricane in Florida, kills 6,000 people 

 15 - Alexander Fleming discovers penicillin  

 21 -"My Weekly Reader" magazine made its debut 

 

Historical Events in September 1929  

  3 - Dow Jones Industrial Average reaches all time high of 381.17, followed shortly by the 

 Crash of 1929 

  3 - Whitey Bulger [James Joseph Bulger Jr.], American gangster, born in Boston, MA. 

11 - SF Mayor Rolph inaugurates new pedestrian traffic light system 

 

Historical Events in September 1930 

  8 - 1st appearance of comic strip "Blondie" 

21 - Johann Ostermeyer patents flashbulb 

23 - Ray Charles [Robinson], born Albany Ga, singer/pianist (Georgia on My Mind) (d. 2004) 

 

Historical Events in September 1931 

17 - 1st LP record demonstrated (RCA Victor, NYC), venture failed 

18 - To create a pretext for the invasion of Manchuria, China, a railway explosion is faked by 

 the Japanese. 

25 - Barbara Walters, newscaster (Today, 20/20, ABC-TV), born in Boston, Massachusetts 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

AMA’s member, Jim Hedges has a Maroon and Black, 1930 Ford Town Sedan for sale. Listing it 

as a “mechanics special” it needs a new head, top and headliner. Beautiful paint, new tires, 

original interior. $6900.00  (803) 648-8789 

 

Front fenders from 1929 Model A Coupe. $425 OBO. See my ebay link for more details.  

http://www.ebay.com/itm/151743138811?

item=151743138811&viewitem=&sspagename=ADME:L:LCA:MOTORS:1123&vxp=mtr 

I’m also selling wheels that came with my 1929 Model A Coupe. $325 OBO. See my ebay link for 

more details.  

http://www.ebay.com/itm/151745929138?

ssPageName=STRK:MESELX:IT&_trksid=p3984.m1558.l2649 

Monty Irvin  

mirvin@nc.rr.com 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 
Name:        Birthday (Month & Day)_______________ 
 
Spouse’s First Name:      Birthday (Month & Day)_______________ 
            
Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:_____________________________________ State: __________   Zip: _______________ 
 
Phone Numbers:           
 
Email Address:           
 

If you currently own any Model A’s, please list them by year and body style. 
Owning a car is NOT required for membership in the Aiken Model A’s. 

 
Car 1:       

Car 2:       

Car 3:        

 

Annual Aiken Model A dues are $50.  Please make your check to “Aiken Model A’s” and send payment to: 

Aiken Model A’s 
1176 Shaws Fork Road 
Aiken, SC  29805-8519 

 

NOTE:  As the Aiken Model A’s is a chartered chapter of MAFCA, our by-laws require our members to also be 

members of MAFCA (Model A Ford Club of America). Its annual dues are $40, and you’ll find a membership 

application in this packet. When you receive your MAFCA membership number, please give it to our secretary for our 

records. 
 

  I’m already a MAFCA member!  My MAFCA membership no. is _____________ 

 

Date of application_____________________________ 

An application to  the Model A Ford Club of America 

(MAFCA) is available  on page 23 of this newsletter. 

More information about MAFCA can be found 

HERE. 
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Remember to bring any items you have 

for embroidery to Cars and Coffee or to a 

club meeting. Write your name, phone 

and any other information on an 

envelope, enclose your payment, attach 

it to your item and bring it in a suitable 

bag for the Roberts to deliver to Susan. 

She will embroider the AMA’s club logo 

on shirts, caps and other suitable items. 

It is $10 for a small logo (such as shirts) 

and $25 for a large logo (the back of a 

club jacket). 

Stay in-touch with club members 

between meetings and events at Cars 

and Coffee every Saturday morning 

from 10-11 a.m. at Atlanta Bread 

Company on Whiskey Road. The 

AMA’s welcome anyone with an 

interest in old cars to join us to swap 

“car stories” and “fix it” information. 

Drive your Model A...or not. Owning a 

Model A Ford is not a requirement for 

membership or for having fun in the 

AMA’s. 
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EVENTS 

SCHEDULE 

SEPTEMBER 1 
AMA’S MEETING 

1835 ROOM CUMBERLAND VILLAGE 

SEPTEMBER 18 EDGEFIELD RE-ENACTMENT 

SEPTEMBER 18-19 

 

MODEL A & T SWAP MEET AT 

SMITH AND JONES,  

WEST COLUMBIA, SC 

Details on page 21 

SEPTEMBER 19 

INTERNATIONAL MODEL A DAY 

AMA’S ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATION 

DETAILS ON PAGE 7 & 8 

OCTOBER  7-11 HERSHEY  

OCTOBER 10 

CAR DISPLAY 

SPRING BRANCH FALL FESTIVAL IN 

WINDSOR, SC 

OCTOBER 17 

23RD ANNUAL BOSHEARS SKYFEST 

FLY-IN AND CAR SHOW AT DANIEL 

FIELD, AUGUSTA, GEORGIA 

OCTOBER 17 
OLAR MODEL ‘T’ FESTIVAL AND 

ANTIQUE CAR DISPLAY 

NOVEMBER 6-8 
RICHLAND CREEK 

ANTIQUE FALL FESTIVAL 
WWW.RICHLANDCREEKANTIQUES.COM 

NOVEMBER 20-22 MOULTRIE SWAP MEET 

DECEMBER 2-5 

MAFCA ANNUAL AWARDS 

BANQUET 

MEDFORD, OREGON 

www.mafca.com 

DECEMBER 8 

AMA’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 

in the CLUB HOUSE 

at CUMBERLAND VILLAGE  

DECEMBER 13 

AIKEN JAYCEES’  

CHRISTMAS PARADE  

2:00 PM  DOWNTOWN AIKEN 

DECEMBER 18 
CURRIER AND IVES SHUTTLE  

NIGHT AT SAGE VALLEY 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMNETS 

The Aiken Model A’s are a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA).  We are a not-for-profit corporation dedicated to 

the preservation and the restoration of the Model A Ford automobile. 

Owning a Model A Ford is not required for membership. Annual dues 

are $50. Aiken Model A’s club members are also required to maintain 

membership in MAFCA ($40 annually). MAFCA membership includes a 

subscription to The Restorer Magazine, technical support and other 

benefits. A MAFCA membership application is available in this 

newsletter or at www.mafca.com. An application for membership in 

the Aiken Model A’s is available in this newsletter or at 

www.aikenas.org. For information about the Aiken Model A’s, visit 

our web page, noted above, or contact Membership Coordinator, Pat 

Roberts at (803) 649-0054, or e-mail aikenmodelas@gmail.com.  

About This Newsletter © 2015 Aiken Model A’s, except as noted. 

ABOUT THE AIKEN MODEL A’S 

A I K E N  M O D E L  A ’ S  N E W S L E T T E R  

Page 1 Photo by Greg Jones 

Page5-6 Photos by Roy Fischer, Pat 

Roberts 

Page9-10 Photos by Greg Jones 

Page 19 Story by Patti Jones taken from 

www.mafca.com  

Page 20 www.historyorb.com 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

www.aikenas.org 

TO HAVE YOUR EVENT ADDED TO THE 

CALENDAR CONTACT  

dottishogren@gforcecable.com  

SUBMISSIONS WILL BE INCLUDED AT THE 

DISCRETION OF THE CLUB OFFICERS 

“Coming together is the beginning. Keeping together is 

progress. Working together is success.”  

― Henry Ford 

Meeting Tech Seminar Topic Presentation By 

September 1 
Rebuilding Your 

Water Pump 
Eric Shogren 

October 6 TBD Greg Jones 

November 3   

December 1    

MEETING SCHEDULE  

& TECHNICAL SEMINARS 
Meetings are held at 7:00 P.M. 

on the first Tuesday of each month in  

The 1835 Room at Cumberland Village   

3335 Wise Creek Lane  Aiken, SC  

 




