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JANUARY 2016 

Happy New Year, 
everyone!  

Our club was so busy 
in November and 
December, that believe 
it or not, we didn’t 
make any plans for 
January. Actually, as 
of this moment that 
doesn’t seem like a bad 
thing! 

I know we will get 
rolling again (no pun 
intended) as soon as we 
meet in January, so be 
thinking of  the 
activities you would 
like to see the AMA’s 
add to the 2016 
calendar. What was fun 
that we should do 
again and what new 
things shall we try? 

As I was putting this 
newsletter together I 
reviewed several 2015 
issues. The AMA’s were 
a very active group last 
year. I was amazed at 

a l l  t h a t  w e 
accomplished. Just 
wait until you read the 
list on page five. 

Next, you’ll notice 
that this January issue 
is rather “skinny” 
compared to past 
newsletters. I met my 
m a t c h  t h i s 
December...and my “to
-do” list won. The good 
news is two-fold; it’s 
too late to worry about 
the things that didn’t 
get done (the list is in 
the trash!) and, the 
most meaningful things  
E r i c  a n d  I 
accomplished revolved 
around time spent with 
our Aiken friends and 
Nebraska fami ly. 
Those were the best “to
-do items” and turned 
out great! I hope your 
holidays were filled 
with love and joy, and 
the people you hold 

most dear. 
W h i l e  I ’ m 
mentioning this 

abridged issue, please 
let me know if there is 
s o m e t h i n g  y o u 
particularly miss this 
month, or, would like 
to see added to the 
newsletter. Fresh ideas 
for new features would 
be very welcomed. 
Look for “Miss Crank,” 
appearing for the first 
time in the AMA’s 
newsletter. Send in 
your most urgent 
dilemmas for her 
insightful solutions. 

Hoping you’ve had 
your “A” on the road 
d u r i n g  o u r 
unseasonably warm 
December, 

Dotti 

IT’S A NEW YEAR 
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December’s Activities Recap 
 The Aiken Model A’s were 

certainly 

a 

busy bunch last month. 

Taking into account our 

busy  personal schedules, 

PLUS numerous Model A 

activities, I wonder how any 

of us got through the month 

of December!  

The AMA’s participated in 

three 2015 Christmas 

parades. Two highlights 

were the crowds and the 

weather. The unseasonably 

warm temps brought out 

large, jovial crowds and 

luckily for Don Cerefin, 

he lp fu l  res idents  in 

Graniteville. 

S h o r t l y 

after 

the parade 

got rolling, Don’s coupe 

backfired and stalled, but 

bystanders jumped to the 

rescue and pushed it onto a 

side street. By the time the 

rest of the AMA’s reached 

the end of the parade route 

and phoned Don to say 

they were headed back to 

help, his car was running 

fine; thanks to a helpful 

homeowner who arrived 

with tools to help Don 

disassemble the carburetor, 

blow out the jets and get 

Don back on the road. 

Our largest turn out of 

Model A’s was at the Aiken 

Jaycees ’  parade  on 

December 13th. Four cars 

f r o m  t h e  R o b e r t s ’ 

collection and both of 

Vance’s cars were shared 

with parade watchers, 

thanks to the noble 

sacrifices of the Cox’s 

and the Fischer’s, who 

drove the “borrowed” 

Model A’s! Along with 

seven other club 

members the AMA’s had 

13 cars in the Aiken parade 

this year. 

Our 2015 parade season 

ended with a far better 

record than the previous 

year, when we repeatedly 

had cars at a line-up that 

didn’t make it through the 

parade. This year, Don’s 

short delay was the only 

glitch; our drivers finished 

the Graniteville, Edgefield 

and Aiken parades without 

a single 

r o a d s i d e 

t e c h n i c a l 

seminar.  

H o we v er , 

there were topics of a 

technical nature that 

appeared at the AMA’s 

Christmas party on 

December 8th. Greg Jones 

had put together an 

outstanding presentation 

by stringing together a 

series of YouTube videos of 

the Model A era. Screened 

without sound and playing 

throughout the entire 

evening, Greg’s film collage 

entertained us with 

comedy, era 

fashions, vintage 

footage of vehicle assembly 

and Model A road tests. 

The Christmas party 

setting was lovely, the food 

was delicious, and our 

service project to donate 

gifts to the residents at 

“The Hills” came off 

without a hitch. It was a 

thoroughly enjoyable 

event. 

Then, on the evening of 
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December 18th, the AMA’s 

were on-hand to lend a hand 

to the members of the Sage 

Valley Golf Club. The Golf 

Club’s annual Currier and 

Ives Christmas dinner was 

the impetus for shuttling 

Sage Valley members to 

their club house in our 

Model A’s.  

We don’t really take 

our Model A’s for 

granted, exactly, but 

when a passenger who 

has never been inside a 

vehicle the age of our 

(Continued from page 2) cars gets in, we are reminded 

of that first remarkable 

experience. What a pleasure 

to see and hear those 

exclamations of appreciation 

for our fine old cars! 

 

 

 

 

Watch a YouTube clip of the Aiken Jaycees’ 2015 

Christmas parade at   http://youtu.be/SpbkZbMxo_U  

Aiken parade. Decorated 

headlight. 

Page 3 Left to Right: 

Decorated cars at the Aiken 

parade. 

Beardless ‘Santa's’ and a 

bearded Don Cerefin discuss 

cars before the Graniteville 

parade. 

Larry Lamb making kettle 

corn at the Sage Valley 

shuttle night.  

PHOTOS, Page 2 Counter 

Clockwise: George Gordon at 

the Graniteville parade. Tom, 

Anna and Rachel visit during 

line-up at the Graniteville 

parade. Cars lined up for the 

Are you looking for information on a particular aspect of repair or restoration on your Model A? The 

MAFCA website has an index of all “The Restorer” articles...want to know about “Removing Door 

Handles”? The info is in the May-June 2010 issue. If www.mafca.com references an issue of “The 

Restorer” that you don’t have, use your AMA’s member roster to contact a member with “history” in 

the Model A hobby, to ask to borrow or get a copy made of the article you need! 
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Do you make New Year’s 

resolutions? I don’t (LOL) 

because I know I won’t keep 

them! Change is hard  

enough, and a “resolution” 

feels too strict and rigid for 

me. I think an “aspiration” 

sounds like a kinder, gentler 

approach I might actually 

give thought to. 

“I aspire to…” has a ring 

to it that makes me think 

that my betterment might be 

a thoughtful and affable 

achievement...something 

that will make a difference. 

What will the AMA’s 

aspire to do in the coming 

year? Can we be as awesome 

a club in 2016 as we were this 

past year??  I know we did a 

lot of things that have made 

a difference, and we have set 

our own bar pretty high! 

The Aiken Model A’s  is an 

awesome club, made up of 

good-hearted people; people 

with lots of talent, and 

kindness to spare. As 

President, just saying “thank 

you” doesn’t satisfy the 

recognition our members 

deserve. I truly do thank all 

of you for sharing your 

energy and talents and for 

keeping the AMA’s a fun and 

productive club. 

Having fun as a club and 

having fun with our cars is 

the reason we formed the 

Aiken Model A’s. Obviously, 

we do have to conduct the 

mundane aspects of an 

organization, such as 

meetings, bylaws, dues, etc. 

But, those diligences allow us 

to plan and participate in the 

activities we enjoy.  

Our first meeting of 2016 is 

fast approaching, and we will 

be talking about the 

highlights of the past year. I 

will also ask for input for new 

ideas; your thoughts for 

keeping the cars on the road 

and the fun rolling along. 

In all honesty, the best 

way a member can serve their 

club is to verbally participate 

at meetings. Going with the 

flow is an admirable quality, 

but after serving as President 

for six months, I will tell you 

that it is really hard to lead a 

meeting when there is no 

discussion. If I don’t know 

what you’re thinking, you’re 

going to end up with my 

ideas, but it’s your club, not 

mine. 

Of course, speaking up 

doesn’t guarantee you will 

get your way, and if your 

opinion is unpopular, it 

doesn’t mean you aren’t 

valued. We are all friends in 

this club, so let’s have both 

the confidence to speak our 

own opinions and the respect 

for other’s opinions, with the 

understanding that it takes a 

bit of discussion to sort 

through the best of all 

options. 

Looking out from my 

soapbox, I see that it is time 

step off 

 

 

 

H a v i n g 

landed safely, I want to wish 

everyone the happiest of New 

Year’s! I hope your outlook is 

optimistic and your prospects 

promising. 

I’m looking forward to a 

good, long drive with the 

club, (I love parades, but I 

am a bit saturated) maybe to 

explore a near-by attraction 

or a new restaurant, or both! 

See you soon! 

D o t t i  S h o g r e n ,  P r e s i d e n t  
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Because the monthly “Tidbits” feature lists the details of upcoming events, and the AMA’s 

have yet to make plans for 2016 events, this month “Tidbits” is a review of our 2015 

activities. A big “THANK YOU” to all the thinkers and tinker-ers, movers and shakers, 

volunteers and behind-the-scenes members who made 2015 a great year for the AMA’s. 

January 
Club logo in process 

Finalized bylaws 

Tom’s technical program, “The Installation of  ‘Cheap and Easy’ Turn Signals” 

Darby Plantation work day 

Cars and Coffee on Saturday mornings 

January 28th our web site went live! 

16 families in the AMA’s 

February  
Logo work continues 

Eric’s technical program, “Caster and the Model A”  

Breakfast at Aiken Masonic Lodge followed by our second Darby Plantation work day 

Cars and Coffee on Saturday mornings 

Appreciation Dinner  at Sage Valley Hunting Lodge 

17 families in the AMA’s 

March 
Logo is finalized! 

Cars and Coffee on Saturday mornings 

April 
First monthly meeting held in the 1835 Room at Cumberland Village 

Charles Hilton’s technical program, “Model A Postal Trucks” and a history of the U.S. mail 

Car display at the Antique Tractor Show following Saturday Cars and Coffee 

Greenwood Swap Meet  

Cars and Coffee on Saturday mornings 

19 families in the AMA’s 

May 
Jim McPherson’s technical program, “How Cool is Your Model A?”   

Johnston Peach Blossom Festival and Parade  

Penny Pinson Hot Dog Picnic, Greenwood, S.C.  

Memorial Day picnic and Model A rides, May 22, with residents at Cumberland Village 

Aiken Jaycees’ Memorial Day Parade with 11 cars from the AMA’s and Cumberland Village 

Veterans riding as honorees 

Four-Club Picnic at River’s Bridge State Park following the Memorial Day parade 

Cars and Coffee on Saturday mornings 

(Continued on page 6) 
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JUNE 
AMA’s first Annual Meeting and announcement of  club officers for fiscal year 2015-2016  

Work begins on tour banners 

Craig McMullin's technical program, “Optimizing Engine Performance of the Model A”  

Peach Festival and Parade in Trenton 

Breakfast at Auten’s and tech seminar/work day at the Robert’s garage  

Cars and Coffee on Saturday mornings 

20 families in the AMA’s 

JULY 
Eric’s technical program, “Brakes”  

Cars and Coffee on Saturday mornings 

AUGUST  
Begin work on revision of bylaws 

Tom’s technical program, “How to Check and Straighten a Bent Starter Armature” 

Club name badges and car banners completed and distributed 

AMA’s dinner party at Louise Mellon’s 

Cars and Coffee on Saturday mornings 

Publicity shoot for the Aiken Standard for International Model A Day next month 

22 families in the AMA’s 

SEPTEMBER 
Breakfast at the Masonic Lodge and impromptu driving tour of historic Aiken  

Eric’s technical program on “Rebuilding Your Water Pump”  

Cars and Coffee on Saturday mornings 

Edgefield Prohibition Re-Enactment with Model A’s and era fashions 

Model A & T Swap Meet at Smith and Jones, West Columbia, SC 

International Model A Day cookout and AMA’s celebration of our first anniversary, with 

public car display benefiting Friends of the Animal Shelter 

TV coverage of our event on four local channels 

OCTOBER  
Approve revised bylaws 

Greg Jones’ technical program, “Radiator Issues” 

Car Display at the Spring Branch Fall Festival in Windsor 

Tour to the Olar Model ‘T’ Festival and Antique Car Display 

Dinner at Vance Coulthard’s and Halloween Costume Party 

23 families in the AMA’s 

NOVEMBER 
Walker Crosby’s technical program, “My Model A” 

Breakfast at the Airport Grill, followed by a Saturday tech session with a hamburger cook 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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out, hosted by the Fischer’s 

Cars and Coffee on Saturday mornings 

Gaston Livery Stable Gift Faire car display 

The Green Boundary Club car display  

DECEMBER 
Cars and Coffee on Saturday mornings 

Graniteville Christmas Parade 

Edgefield Christmas Parade 

AMA’s Christmas party and donation of gifts to the residents at “The Hills” 

Aiken Jaycees’ Christmas Parade   

Currier and Ives Shuttle Night at Sage Valley Golf Club 

(Continued from page 6) 



8 

Dear Miss Crank, 

We live out in the country where people often have old cars on 

their property which are slowly returning to nature, if you know 

what I mean.  While out squirrel hunting, my nephew and I came 

upon a covered shed with one open side. It had several old cars in 

it covered by dirty tarps.  One was a Model A.  I have two Model 

A’s and belong to a club. I picked up a few parts that were loose 

and planned to go back with some tools and my truck to collect 

more parts.  My wife said that doing so is stealing. 

It seems to me that I would be doing a good deed by salvaging parts of this car either to use, 

give to friends, or sell at swap meets, otherwise they will just rust away.  It’s not really stealing if 

the cars are abandoned and if by collecting and distributing them, I am saving them from 

further deterioration, right?  

Sincerely, 

Rob Filch 

 

Dear Mr. Filch, 

I live in a neighborhood and I haven’t seen my next door neighbor in over a month.  I noticed that 

his front screen door needed paint.  It wasn’t locked so I took it home, painted it, and put it on my 

house.  That’s OK, right?  

First of all. did you have permission from the owner of the land to hunt on his property?  If so, you 

know who to contact regarding the purchase of the Model A parts.  If you did not have permission, you 

were trespassing.  Taking something from another’s property without permission is stealing.  The fact 

that the car was in a covered shed and covered by a tarp makes it apparent that at one time, someone 

made an effort to protect the cars so they are likely not abandoned, not that it matters.  

If you really want to find the owner, contact the County Register of Deeds who can give you the 

owner’s name and perhaps contact information.  

Send your questions to Miss Crank at: 

                      

 Miss Crank   

            PO Box 992 

 Aiken SC 29802 

Miss Crank has very little expertise on a great many 

subjects. She is here to answer Model A questions relating 

to manners, relationships, home, pets, and more. 
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Quick Visual Guide to Late 1920’s  

and Early 1930’s Day Dresses 
by Dotti Shogren 

LATE  1920’s 
EARLY  1930’s 

HEMLINE 

Natural  

Waist 

EARLY  1930’s LATE  1920’s 

HEMLINE 

Natural  

Waist 
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EVENTS 

SCHEDULE 

JANUARY 5 

AMA’S MONTHLY CLUB MEETING 

CUMBERLAND VILLAGE LIBRARY 

THIRD FLOOR  

FEBRUARY 5-7 
MOULTRIE SWAP MEET 

WWW.MOULTRIESWAPMEET.COM 

MARCH 12 PICNIC IN THE PARK 

APRIL 7-9 
MARC MEMBERSHIP MEET 

FLINT, MICHIGAN 

APRIL 7-10 CHARLOTTE SPRING AUTO FAIR  

APRIL 15-16 
11TH ANNUAL 

GREENWOOD SWAP MEET  

MAY 7 
 JOHNSTON  

PEACH BLOSSOM FESTIVAL 

MAY 12-15 
21ST ANNUAL SOCIAL SECURITY RUN 

CARTERSVILLE, GA 

MAY 28 AIKEN’S MEMORIAL DAY PARADE 

JUNE 
RIDGE PEACH FESTIVAL 

TRENTON 

JUNE 19-24 
MAFCA NATIONAL CONVENTION 

LOVELAND, CO 

SEPT 10 
INTERNATIONAL  

MODEL A DAY 

Calling all members with 

adequate parking and a space to work! 

Let’s get some Saturday tech session/

work days on the calendar.  

Hosting a tech day requires only as 

much effort as you choose to put into it. 

Brown bag lunch and BYOBeverage is 

perfect! Timing is up to you; frequently 

members arrive between 9:00-9:30 a.m., 

and break up around 1:00 p.m. The tools 

and knowledge needed, simply appear! 

The calendar at left shows most of the 

major events from now through 

September. Hopefully, we can get two 

Saturdays nailed down before it gets too 

hot. Will someone please volunteer for a 

late January-to-mid-February Saturday, 

and how about another at the end of 

April-to-mid-May? E-mail me at 

dottishogren@gforcecable.com with your 

thoughts. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS FOR THIS ISSUE 

Page 2-3 Photos, E. Shogren, G. Jones 

Page 7 
3X Plugs - NOS or Repops?  
Rick Black 

DECEMBER  

MEETING MINUTES 

An abbreviated monthly meeting was held 

prior to the Christmas Party on December 

8th, at The Club House at Cumberland 

Village. Upcoming events and Christmas 

parade schedules were reviewed. A sign-up 

sheet was passed for those participating in 

the Sage Valley shuttle night. 
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Dotti Shogren 

President 
(803) 649-6023 

Woody Malone 

Vice-President 
(803) 215-4024 

Don Cerefin 

Treasurer 
(803) 644-4437 

Rachel d’Entremont 

Secretary 
(803) 508-4744 

Greg Jones 

Director at Large 
(720) 272-7907 

Pat Roberts 

Membership Coordinator 
(803) 649-0054 

Tom Roberts 

Parade Representative 
(803) 649-0054 

Pat Roberts 

Webmaster 
(803) 649-0054 

Dotti Shogren 

Newsletter Editor 
(803) 649-6023 

Roy Fischer 

50/50 Coordinator 
 

Bill Cox 

National Representative 
 

Walker Crosby 

Monthly Tech  

Program Coordinator 

 

Woody Malone 

Meeting Room Set-Up 
 

AIKEN MODEL A’S 

PO BOX 992 

AIKEN SC 29802 

aikenmodelas@gmail.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

ABOUT THE AIKEN MODEL A’S 

The Aiken Model A’s are a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA).  

We are a not-for-profit corporation dedicated to the preservation and the 

restoration of the Model A Ford automobile. Owning a Model A Ford is not 

required for membership. Annual dues are $50. Aiken Model A’s club members 

are also required to maintain membership in MAFCA ($40 annually). MAFCA 

membership includes a subscription to The Restorer Magazine, technical 

support and other benefits. A MAFCA membership application is available at 

www.mafca.com. An application for membership in the Aiken Model A’s is 

available at www.aikenas.org. For information about the Aiken Model A’s, visit 

our web page, noted above, or contact Membership Coordinator, Pat Roberts at 

(803) 649-0054, or e-mail aikenmodelas@gmail.com.  

About This Newsletter © 2015 Aiken Model A’s, except as noted. Please 

contact aikenmodelas@gmail.com concerning re-printing of articles, 

illustrations, or photos.  

www.aikenas.org 

Meeting Tech Seminar Topic Presentation By 

January 5   

February 2   

March 1   

MEETING SCHEDULE  

& TECHNICAL SEMINARS 

“Coming together is the beginning. Keeping together 

is progress. Working together is success.”  

― Henry Ford 

Meetings are held at 7:00 P.M. 

on the first Tuesday of each month in  

The 1835 Room at Cumberland Village   




