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Tuesday, November 5, 2019 

 
First Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall 

Aiken, SC, 7 pm 
November business meeting. 

 
 

 

We’re  

Thankful For 

Model A Parts... 
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The Aiken Model A’s is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of 
America (MAFCA).  We are a not-for-profit corporation,  

dedicated to the preservation and the restoration of the Model A Ford 
automobile.  Owning a Model A Ford is not required for membership; a 

membership application is available at www.aikenas.org.   
Our annual dues are $25; our fiscal year runs from July 1-June 30. 

For more information, visit our website or contact the membership coordinator.  

CLUB BUSINESS  
MEETINGS 

Fellowship Hall 
First Presbyterian Church 

224 Barnwell Ave NW 
Aiken, SC  

First Tuesday of each month 
7 pm 

CARS & COFFEE 
Join us Saturdays at the 

Village Café from 10-11 for fun, 
fellowship and car-talk! 

Solve all the world’s  
problems here! 

110 Coach Light Way SW 
Aiken, SC  29803 

 

2019-20 BOD/STAFF NAME EMAIL 

President Greg Jones distagon2@aol.com 

Vice President Charles Hilton cahilton@hotmail.com 

Secretary Eric Shogren ericshogren@gforcecable.com 

Treasurer Brian d’Entremont brian@dentremont.us 

Director at Large 
  

Rachel d’Entremont rachel@dentremont.us 

Membership/Website Pat Roberts aikenmodelas@gmail.com 

National  
Representative 

Bill Cox williamcox237@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Pat Roberts patroberts1176@gmail.com 

Parade  
Coordinator 

Tom Roberts tjraiken@gmail.com 

Photographer Greg Jones distagon2@aol.com 

Club Postal Address:   P. O. Box 992, Aiken, SC  29802 
Email:  aikenmodelas@gmail.com      Website:  www.aikenas.org 

FIRST SATURDAY 
BREAKFAST 

Meet for a cooked-to-order 
breakfast and fellowship at the 
Masonic Lodge, 8:30 am on the 

first Saturday of each month. 
443 Laurens St NW 
Aiken, SC  29801 

 
GUESTS ARE WELCOME TO ANY AND ALL OF THESE MEETINGS! 

I don’t know where I originally found 
this cornucopia of ‘parts’ image 

—I think it was in a Model A  
catalog several years ago. 
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‘Pratterings’ from President Greg………. Eric Shogren, Secretary 

What a wonderful gathering we had in early October to 
celebrate our 5th “birthday party” at Odell Weeks Park 
in Aiken!  As Model A folks are wont to do, we had 
mass quantities of food and lots of Model A’s on 
display.  The hot weather disappeared and we had a 
comfortable temperature (finally!) for our gathering.  I 
want to thank Rachel for spearheading the 
coordination of the event (as well as all the others who 
helped). 
 
As of this writing, the club is planning a trip to Hills of 
Cumberland.  We have had a fairly long relationship 
with the Cumberland Village complex and we always 
enjoy taking our cars to share with the residents.  It 
sure brings smiles to lots of faces, and sometimes we 
hear stories about “back in the day” when the Model A 
was a common car on the road.  Thanks to Lew Fierke 
for coordinating this event. Update:  rain cancelled 
this event. 
 
We look forward to visiting Guben’s Garage on 
November 2 for a Technical Seminar/Work Day to be 
hosted by Eric Shogren.  The focus of the seminar will 
be rebuilding Model A distributors.  This will include 
original distributor setups, including checking condition 
of bushings, points, etc. and determining what is 
required to bring the distributor back to top working 
condition.  Thanks to Eric for hosting this event. 
 
We have not had anyone volunteer to take over the 
production of the monthly newsletter.  Pat Roberts has 
been doing an outstanding job producing the 
newsletter, but she needs to hand it off to someone 
new.  Of course, I would like to maintain the high 
standard established for our newsletter but it may be 
necessary to truncate the newsletter down to 
something quite simple and short if we get no takers 
for the newsletter editor position.  Please, if you have 
basic computer skills such as word processing, 
consider taking on the task.  Volunteers are what make 
a club work. 
 
Enjoy the fall weather! 

Greg’s 
Garage 

President, Greg Jones, called the meeting to order.  
 
The minutes from the September meeting were 
approved, as published in the newsletter. 
 
Under member concerns, everyone was asked to 
wish Ken Bernacchi a speedy recovery. 
   
For Show & Tell Charles Hilton had a tool box and 
wrenches that had belonged to his wife Bobbie’s 
grandfather.  Some were identified by the 
membership as Model T and Model A tools. 
 
Under officer’s reports, Brian d’Entremont provided 
the treasurer’s report.  Additionally, a motion was 
made to authorize spending for chicken at the 
upcoming club picnic.  The motion was seconded 
and passed without comment by the membership. 
 
In the mailbox Rachel reported that the bill for the 
Aiken Model A’s post office box had been paid. 
   
Bill Cox introduced the Reverend Dr. Brian Coulter, 
the minister for First Presbyterian.  Bill explained 
that he and Brian d’Entremont had met with 
Reverend Coulter about selling his Model T rolling 
chassis and donating the proceeds to First 
Presbyterian’s Jubilee Celebration.  The Jubilee 
Celebration was to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the present Presbyterian building, 
where the Aiken Model A’s meet.  The Church’s 
mission partner for their Jubilee Celebration is 
Children's Place. The goal of the Jubilee 
Celebration is to help pay off Children’s Place 
$67,000 in debt on their current facility as they plan 
for a new facility.  Bill asked that the membership 
help get the word out that he is selling his Model T 
rolling chassis.  
 
The following upcoming events were discussed: 
 

October 5 – Aiken Model A’s 5th Birthday Party 
Picnic (11:00 to 3:00), Odell Weeks Park.  
Set starts at 10:00 am. 

October 19 – Car Display and ice cream social 
at the Hills at Cumberland Assisted Living 
Center 

Continued, page 4) 
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PAINTING WHEELS 

Build a Bear  
Oops—I Mean  

Build a Distributor  
AMA Fall Tech Session 
Saturday, November 2, 9:30 at 
Guben’s Garage 

 
Do you have a distributor that just 
doesn’t have the same old spark? Are 
you tired of trying to set the point gap 
on a modern upper plate distributor? 
Need a new offset point block 
installed? Does your (distributor) shaft 
woddle? Bring your distributor to the 
Aiken Model A’s Fall Tech Session at 
Guben’s Garage...where you’ll do the 

work and the membership provides the tools and 
expertise. See you Saturday 11/2/19 at 9:30! 

Fire Extinguishers 

& Your Model A 

 

You’ll notice something extra 
in this November issue. On 
pages 11 through 14, you’ll 
find a very useful Fire Safety 
Bulletin. 
 
Eric Shogren originally prepared this bulletin way 
back in 2009-10, but a few things have changed 
since then.  So it’s updated….we hope you’ll print it 
out and carry it in your toolbox. 
 
The Bulletin may also be found as a stand-alone 
item—go to our website, www.aikenas.org, click on 
the “Technical Things” page, and then choose 
“Safety/Fire Extinguishers”. 

November 2 – “Build a Distributor” Workshop/
Tech Session at Guben’s Garage starting at 
9:30 am. 

December 13 & 14 – Sage Valley Currier & Ives 
Christmas 

May 2020 – Tour and Picnic at Rivers Bridge 
State Park 

 
Under Other Business:   

 Lew Fierke had researched purchasing 
additional Aiken Model A banners as our original 
supply is exhausted.  Lew had looked into both 
cloth banners identical to what we have and 
magnetic banners.  He found that cloth banners 
would cost $20 each, with a minimum order of 
50.  As it turns out, magnetic banners would be 
twice as expensive.  After discussion by the 
membership everyone was agreed that we would 
not pursue purchasing additional banners. 

 Greg Jones also noted that we need to be 
looking for a newsletter editor, as Pat Roberts 
will be retiring from that position in December.  
Those interested should contact Greg Jones, 
Charles Hilton, or Pat Roberts. 

 Greg Jones discussed his thought about 
developing an Aiken Model A’s calendar 
featuring the membership and their cars.  Greg 
has done these in the past.  With Greg doing the 
photography, he can get them produced at 
Costco for approximately $14-$16 each.  There 
will be more discussion, but the plan is to pursue 
this for 2021. 

 
With October being Fire Prevention Month, Eric 
Shogren gave a presentation on Fire Extinguishers 
and Model A’s.  Eric pointed out the fire hazards in a 
Model A, the type of fire extinguisher to purchase 
and basic operation of a fire extinguisher. 
 
The meeting was adjourned.   
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October 5, 2019 
All photos by Greg Jones 

What’s he reading? 

All about our Model 

A’s in our “Henry’s 

Lady” pamphlet! 

Big smiles all around!  With 17 cars, 

plenty of food (and no rain, but wind), 

we celebrated our 5th birthday—lots of 

folks came out to see our cars! 
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Here’s Part 2 of  “The Early Birds”, an article discussing the very first Model A Fords in 1927-1928, written by "Doc" Kalinka (R). 
It appeared in MAFCA’s The Restorer Volume 12 Issue 3 September/October 1967, 52 years ago.   

 

 

 

The Early Birds 
Part 2 

By H. S. ‘DOC” KALINKA 

‘29.
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This column contains maintenance, diagnostic, and technical tips to aid you in keeping your Model A on the road and operating at 
peak performance. I have stolen this information from a variety of sources including forums, websites, books, publications, 
discussions with fellow Model A owners and personal experiences. 

 

 
For those few of you who were unable to attend the Antique Automobile 
Club of America’s annual Fall National Meet in Hershey, PA, let me give 
you an overview of this year’s event. The major events consist of a Swap 
Meet, containing over 10,000 spaces, a Car Corral, and a Car Show for 
cars 25 years old and older.  
 
The weather was great, lows of 50 and highs of 65-70. Nice and sunny 
days. Set-up day begins at 8 AM on Tuesday morning (this year October 
8th). The meet ends on Saturday with the Awards Banquet. The Swap 
Meet is reduced by about half the size on Saturday due to the prominence 
of the Car Show. Of most interest to many of us is the Swap Meet. There 
was an abundance of Model A Ford parts this year. This was aided by two 
prominent Model A estates being liquidated. There was also an increase of Model A’s for sale, mostly 
Coupes. This was one of the best in recent memory. 

And the Model A Ford kept rambling right along……… 
 By Jim McPherson  (our very own AMA member!) Jim McPherson 

 

 

Hershey, 2019 
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 The The The    
Model AModel AModel A   
Years:Years:Years:   

 

  

Sure, putting on a Thanksgiving dinner isn’t cheap or easy today, but what about mere weeks after the Stock Market 
Crash of 1929? There were a few things missing from the shopping list below that would have been commonplace in 
1929, but it would probably fascinate Miss Laura Thompson, dietician and manager of the State College cafeteria, to 

learn that ready-made pies are easily found today and cost only $4-$6, or that Stove Top stuffing is a “thing”! 
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AIKEN MODEL A’S NEWSLETTER SPONSORS 
Thanks to the following sponsors whose generosity supports this newsletter.  Please remember them when you need the services they offer! 

 

Model A Ford Service and Repair 

(803) 215-3276   

ericshogren@gforcecable.com 

Guben’s Garage 
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MONTHLY AMA HAPPENINGS 

 

First Saturday Breakfast— November 2, December 7….Masonic Lodge, Aiken. (see page 2 for location) 
 
Saturday Morning Cars and Coffee at the Village Café—Food, fellowship, coffee and conversation. (see page 2, too) 

 

OUR REGIONAL HAPPENINGS 

November 2 — Build a Bear AMA Fall Tech (Distributor) Session, Guben’s Garage, 9:30 am  (see page 4) 

Nearby Parades: 

 Sunday, December 1—Aiken Parade, 2-3 pm.  Theme:  Ushering in the Roaring ‘20s 

 Saturday, December 7—GVW (Graniteville) Parade, 3 pm 

 Sunday, December 8 —Edgefield Parade, 3 pm 

December 13-14—Currier and Ives Event, Sage Valley Golf Club 

2020:  May—Tour and Picnic at Rivers Bridge State Park, hosted by Shade Tree A’s 

OTHER UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 

 
December 2-5 —MAFCA’s 2019 National Awards Banquet, Claremont, CA. Registration open: www.2019NAB.com 

NOVEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 

4—Liz Cox 
5—Mary Jones 

16—Anna d’Entremont 
 

AllisonLynn’s ‘30 coupe 

https://mafca.com/cart/index.php?show_price=yes%22 

The Holiday Season is right 

around the corner. 
 

Get your holiday cards at  
MAFCA and celebrate the 
season the Model A way! 

 
Your 

Choice: 
$14.95 

A 
B 

D 

G 

F 

E 

H 

NOVEMBER  
DATES TO  

REMEMBER 
 

1—First auto club formed 
3– Daylight Saving Time ends 

6—Edsel Ford born, 1893 
11—Veterans Day 

12—Holland Tunnel opened 

20—US patent issued for three-position traffic light 
25—Ford Tri-Motor 

airplane (“Tin 

Goose”) completed 
1925 

https://mafca.com/cart/index.php?show_price=yes%22#Seasonal%20Items
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If the car backfires through the carburetor all the gasoline-air mixture that should be heading for the 
engine cylinders is now heading right for the exhaust manifold/muffler.  Not a good situation.  The 
good news is with reasonable timing the exhaust manifold and muffler shouldn’t be above 495 
degrees F.  However, if you’re backfiring through the carburetor your timing is probably out of whack 

and your manifold could be above 495 degrees F.  OOPS. 
 
That’s why I carry a fire extinguisher in both my Model As.   
 
Fire extinguishers are divided into four categories, based on different types of fires. Each fire 
extinguisher also has a numerical rating that serves as a guide for the amount of fire the 
extinguisher can handle. The higher the number, the more fire-fighting power. The following is a 
quick guide to help choose the right type of extinguisher.  
 

 Class A extinguishers are for ordinary combustible materials such as paper, wood, 
cardboard, and most plastics. The numerical rating on these types of extinguishers indicates 
the amount of water it holds and the amount of fire it can extinguish. 

 Class B fires involve flammable or combustible liquids such as gasoline, kerosene, grease 
and oil. The numerical rating for class B extinguishers indicates the approximate number of 
square feet of fire it can extinguish. 

 Class C fires involve electrical equipment, such as appliances, wiring, circuit breakers and 

 outlets. Never use water to extinguish class C fires - the risk of electrical shock is far too 
 great! Class C extinguishers do not have a numerical rating. The C classification means the 
 extinguishing agent is non-conductive. 
 Class D fire extinguishers are commonly found in a chemical laboratory. They are for fires 

that involve combustible metals, such as magnesium, titanium, potassium and sodium. These 
types of extinguishers also have no numerical rating, nor are they given a multi-purpose 
rating - they are designed for class D fires only.  

 
So for a Model A, the primary concern is getting a fire extinguisher that is Class B to extinguish 
flammable liquids.  But because other things in the engine compartment may catch on fire a fire 
extinguisher rated for both Class A and B or for Class A, B and C is a good investment.  Don’t get a 
CO2 extinguisher because they are only Class B and C and would be ineffective against burning 
paint or rubber.  Fire extinguishers rated for Class A, B and C are most often a dry chemical powder 
which comes in a variety of types and are suitable for a combination of class A, B and C fires. 

These are filled with foam or powder and pressurized with nitrogen.  (See Figure 2, next page) 
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