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April 21, 2018 Car Show benefitting ACTS      (photo by P. Roberts) 

There was activity galore at our April 14th work 
day at Eric’s shop. Bill ground welds on his 
Model “T” fenders, while Don and Bryan R. 
assisted Eric and Fred in adjusting the brakes 
on Fred’s ’30 Roadster.  
Charles was next in line for a brake adjustment 
on his 1930 Coupe. He was later heard to say 
“it’s like a new car” after test driving the newly 
adjusted brakes.  
Brian d’Entremont blew out the jets on his 
carburetor and reinstalled it on his 1928 Tudor.  
In all, it was a very productive day. 

The following weekend was also busy, with 
back-to-back events. Friday, April 20th the Old 
96 club’s annual spring swap meet beckoned 
Fred and his neighbor, Tom, Eric and Bill to 
meet up with Jim in Greenwood to hunt for 
bargains. The following day, the AMA’s 
displayed seven Model A’s at a car show 
benefitting ACTS. Other than being breezy it 
was a perfect day to “talk cars” with the 
spectators.  
Check out photos of the April events on pages 
3 and 4. More photos can be found on our 
website, www.aikenAs.org 

http://www.aikenas.org/


2 

Cars and Coffee 

Join the AMA’s at the Village Café, 10 - 11 a.m. 

on Saturdays, for fun and fellowship, car-talk 

and comradery. 

GUESTS WELCOME! 

Meetings 

The 1835 Room at Cumberland Village,  

3335 Wise Creek Lane Aiken, SC  

Monthly, First Tues., 7 P.M. 

GUESTS WELCOME! 

The Aiken Model A’s (AMA’s) is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA). We are a not-for-profit corporation, 

dedicated to the preservation and the restoration of the Model A Ford automobile. Owning a Model A Ford is not required for 

membership. An application for membership in the Aiken Model A’s is available at www.aikenAs.org. AMA’s annual dues are 

$50, with no dues for new members for the 2017-2018 fiscal year. 

For information about the Aiken Model A’s, visit our web page, noted above, or contact Membership Coordinator, Pat Roberts 

at (803) 649-0054, or e-mail aikenmodelAs@gmail.com.  

To further the Model A Ford hobby, AMA’s members are encouraged to consider memberships in the hobby’s national 

organizations, MAFCA, (Model A Ford Club of America), MARC (Model A Restorer's Club) and MAFFI (Model A Ford 

Foundation, Inc.) For information on these organizations go to www.mafca.com and www.model-a-ford.org and www.maffi.org. 

About This Newsletter; © 2018 Aiken Model A’s, except as noted. Please contact aikenmodelAs@gmail.com concerning 

reprinting of articles, illustrations, or photos.  

About the Aiken Model A’s 

Aiken Model A’s 
PO Box 992 

Aiken, SC 29802 

Ken Bernacchi President 

Rachel  d’Entremont  Vice President   

Woody Malone  Treasurer  

Eric Shogren  Secretary  

Dotti  Shogren  
Director at Large 
  

 

AMA’s Board Members 
Fiscal Year 2017-2018 

AMA’s Club Helpers 

Webmaster  Pat Roberts 

Parade Coordinator  
 
Tom Roberts 

Membership 
Coordinator  

Pat Roberts 

Monthly Programs Greg Jones 

Nat’l Representative Bill Cox 

50/50 Drawing Misty Hooker 

Newsletter Editor Dotti Shogren 

Events and 
Communications 
Coordinator  

Dotti Shogren 

http://www.aikenas.org
mailto:aikenmodelas@gmail.com
http://www.mafca.com/
http://model-a-ford.org/
http://www.maffi.org/index.htm
mailto:aikenmodelas@gmail.com
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Charles Hilton learns about brake  

adjustment on his 1930 Coupe  (photo by G. Jones) 

Eric explains how Fred’s after-market oil filter 
maintains the original oil flow pattern (photo by G. Jones) 

Fred Clark gets ready to adjust his brakes while Don 

Cerefin “supervises” (photo by G. Jones) 
Charles Hilton gets a closer look at the original “rocky 

mountain” drum brakes (cast iron)   (photo by G. Jones) 

Bill Cox grinds welds on the fenders  

for his 1923 Model T (photo by G. Jones) 



4 

A colorful line up of cars on April 14, 2018  

(photo by G. Jones) 

Lots of workers and lots of work accomplished at the hands-on 

work day at Guben’s Garage (Eric’s shop) on April 14, 2018  

(photo by G. Jones) 

Collage by Pat Roberts 

Charles Hilton adjusts his rear brakes  

at the work day on April 14th 
(photo by G. Jones) 

A row of nice Model A Fords on display at the ACTS 

Car Show April 21, 2018   (photo by P. Roberts) 

Eric directs Vance Coulthard as he backs into a display 

location at the ACTS car show. (photo by P. Roberts) 
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Meeting Minutes 

Aiken Model A’s (AMA’s) 
April 3, 2018 

Cumberland Village  
1835 Room 

President Ken Bernacchi called the 

meeting to order.   

The minutes from the November meeting 

were approved as read by Roy Fisher. 

Ken asked for a report on Picnic in the 

Park and Eric and Dotti Shogren talked 

about the event. There were well over 35 

cars from five different area Model A clubs. 

Using the Village Café in the Shoppes at 

Woodside for Cars and Coffee on 

Saturday’s was discussed.  It is well suited 

to the Aiken Model A’s needs. It was noted 

that some members are concerned about 

the access to The Shoppes at Woodside 

due to it being at the intersection of 

Silverbluff and Richardson’s Lake. Woody 

noted that the road expansion will result in 

a stoplight at that intersection. Eric 

Shogren noted, that having driven 

Silverbluff often back and forth to the 

Savannah River Site, that Saturday 

morning traffic is very light in comparison.  

The club decided that with the free use of a 

separate room and the available outdoor 

seating we would continue to go to the 

Village Café. 

During officer reports, Woody noted that he 

has not heard back from the accountant 

who is dealing with the AMA’s tax filing 

status.  Dotti Shogren passed out a hand 

out on upcoming events with a discussion 

of each event.  During the discussion, it 

was noted that the Tech Session at Tom 

Robert’s garage conflicted with the 

Johnston Peach Blossom Festival parade.  

The decision was made to reschedule the 

tech session at Tom’s to  May 19
th
 so the 

club could participate in the Johnston 

Peach Blossom Festival parade. 

No old business was identified that needed 

discussion.   

Under new business, membership dues 

were discussed. The current dues were 

compared with other Model A club dues in 

the region.  Where the AMA’s dues are $50 

per year other Model A clubs in the 

southeast have dues ranging from $10 to 

$20 per year. Eric Shogren pointed out that 

with the revenue from newsletter 

advertising, the knowledge that Sage 

Valley would like our participation in Currier 

& Ivies again at Christmas, if the current 

membership paid dues of $25 the 

projected income for July 2018 through 

June 2019 would be equal to about a third 

of what the club currently has in the bank.  

The willingness and generosity of the 

membership to pay as we go (pass the hat) 

when the need had arisen in the past was 

also noted. Several of the founding 

members also discussed that the dues 

were initially set to allow the new club to 

build up some funds with very serious 

consideration given to reducing them in the 

future.  

It was also duly noted that changing the 

dues would require a change to the by-

laws and that any change to the by-laws 

requires a 30 day notice to the 

membership.  Greg Jones made a motion 

to amend the by-laws to change the dues 
(Continued on page 6) 
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to $25 per year. The motion was seconded 

and approved. Dotti Shogren was assigned 

to draft the revision and distribute it the 

membership, which would start the 30-day 

notice.   

For the program, Ken circulated copies of 

the “Model A Safety Check List” from the 

Model A Ford Mechanics Handbook, by Les 

Andrews.  An excellent discussion ensued 

discussion both what was on the check list 

and what was missing. Everyone felt the 

checklist should have included a fire 

extinguisher.   

The meeting was adjourned.   

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Eric Shogren, secretary 

(Continued from page 5) 

Notes from the Shop 

“Sometimes You Really DO Have a Screw Loose” 
by Eric Shogren 

I’ve been struggling with an intermittent 

electrical problem in my ’31 Fordor for at 

least six months. The car has been running 

fine, but occasionally when I try to start it, I’ll 

press the starter rod on the floor and get 

absolutely nothing; not even a groan from the 

starter.  

Initially, when the problem started, I cleaned 

the battery posts, battery cable terminal 

contact surface and the ground strap terminal 

contact surface (i.e., what touches the battery 

post). For this purpose a battery terminal 

brush is $4 well spent. As seen in Figure 1, 

one end of the brush fits over the battery post 

and cleans it. Inside the cap is another brush 

for the battery terminal contact surfaces.  

Also, what works really well for me to clean 

the battery terminals is chucking a 12 ga. 

shotgun brass cleaning brush in my drill.   

 

Figure 1, Battery Terminal Brush 

When cleaning did not solve my problem, I 

disassembled the starter switch and cleaned 

all the contact surfaces there. Still no luck.  

Then, I took off the ground strap, the battery 

and the frame cross member, and cleaned 

the contact surfaces of the strap and the 

frame cross member with a wire brush. Still 

the problem persisted.   

(Continued on page 7) 
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Most of the time when this intermittent 

problem occurred, I would just fiddle with the 

battery posts by trying to wiggle the terminal 

on the post. They were on so tightly, they 

never moved, but after a “good jiggling” the 

car would eventually start and all would be 

right with the world...until the next time. 

Eventually, I had lost my path to ground, 

because lights and everything were dead. 

A couple of weeks ago when it happened, 

while reaching in to try to wiggle the ground 

terminal I ended up grabbing the ground 

strap. I shook that and my dash light came 

on. Ok, now I was onto something! I knew it 

could not be the ground strap itself, because 

what is there to fail on ground strap? But, 

after having exhausted all other options, I 

figured I would replace it. 

Now some of you may be wondering about 

running a ground wire to the transmission.  

That is an excellent idea. Anyone who has 

tinkered with Model A wiring knows Henry 

Ford didn’t believe in ground wires. The 

thought back then was, all electrical 

components were metal and were bolted to 

the metal car providing the ground path. Back 

in the day that was a good plan, but 90 years 

later there is rust, possibly a little too much 

paint from restoration and even powder 

coating that may inhibit that ground path. To 

counter those possibilities, I run a standard 

ground strap from the positive terminal to a 

bolt in the frame cross member right behind 

the battery. From the same bolt I run a 1 ga 

battery cable to one of the bolts on the shift 

tower. This provides a good ground path for  

 

the ignition system. In Figure 2 above you 

can see where that bolt is behind the battery. 

As I put on a brand new ground strap I had a 

wrench on the bolt head, as in the picture, 

and another on the nut inside the frame cross 

member. I had removed the battery and it 

was easiest to just put a socket wrench on 

the bolt head on the outside of the frame 

cross member. What I found was that as I 

tightened the bolt, the ground strap would 

start to twist and try to point straight down 

when I got the bolt tight. The stock ground 

straps are not long enough to reach the 

positive terminal when the start point is 

straight down from the bolt. As Figure 2 

illustrates, there is an opening in the frame 

cross member that provides access to the nut 

on the inside of the frame cross member. I 

found that by using a standard depth 9/16 

inch socket on the 3/8 inch drive ratchet I 

could get the socket on the nut through this 

access hole. So, I attempted to tighten the 

nut. I discovered two things. First, I got my 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 

Figure 2, Battery Ground Strap 
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News from the  
Model A Restorers Club 

 

To get to the Model A Restorer’s Club home page, click here.  

To join or renew your membership in MARC, click here. 

June 24 - July 1 Come a Dancin’ n Branson in 2018  

desired result in that the strap did not try to 

rotate out of position, but the bolt head was 

not turning. Second, I realized I was able to 

get the nut a lot tighter than what it had been 

when I took it apart a few minutes earlier. 

Next, I realized that when I tightened the bolt 

with the socket on the bolt head, the bolt 

head was turning, causing the ground strap to 

want to rotate and I stopped tightening when I 

could no longer hold the strap in position and 

NOT when it seemed tight enough to provide 

a good ground. This corresponded to the last 

time I lost ground and I had grabbed the 

ground strap and moved it, improving the 

contact with the frame cross member. But by 

putting the socket on the nut and tightening it, 

the bolt did not rotate, the ground strap 

stayed in place and I got a much better 

ground connection. 

So, even though I have been told many times 

before, this time I really DID have a screw 

loose. 

CLUB DUES RENEWAL– 60 day reminder 

AMA’s club dues will be payable by June 30, 2018 

Dues may be changing from $50 annually for a renewing member or 
family, to $25 annually per member or family. Look for the email sent by 
Eric Shogren, club secretary, on April 5, 2018 at 9:12 p.m. for details on 
the proposed changes. A vote on this amendment to the AMA’s by laws 
is forthcoming. Watch your future emails for the announcement of when 
this vote will take place. 

http://model-a-ford.org/
http://model-a-ford.org/?wpsc-product=membership
https://mark35879.wixsite.com/dancininbranson18
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 News from MAFCA 

To get to the MAFCA home page, click here.  

To read the latest MAFCA Board Meeting highlights, click here. 

To read the latest from the MAFCA President, click here.  

To join the Model A Ford Club of America, click here. Renewals, click here. 

What's Happening In The World Of MAFCA? 

Are You Getting Everything? 

Did you know your membership in MAFCA includes a free copy of the digital Restorer 

Magazine? If you are not receiving it, send an email to info@mafca.com. In the subject line, 

write "Sign Up for the Digital Restorer."  

 

MAFCA is once again offering free memberships  
For first time members. Please see the MAFCA membership application in this newsletter and 

pass it along to any friends you know would enjoy exploring the Model A hobby. 

 

To Sign Up for MAFCA's Monthly E-mail Update  Click Here  

 

Read the official first early bird newsletter, 

Canyonlands 2019. Click on the link below to read 

a copy of the first Canyonlands 2019 newsletter. 

http://files.constantcontact.com/0f1d301a501/

e93f298a-fb1f-4e9a-b61e-2e1a018458ce.pdf   

2019 tour 

 

MAFCA’s Blue Oval Program 
This New program rewards each MAFCA member for referring 

a new member.   It features a window sticker that you can 

proudly display on your Model A Ford, a letter of appreciation 

for your efforts and one entry for each new member you refer 

into a special drawing  for a $50 gift certificate from MAFCA’s 

store.  Drawings are held just prior to the printing of each Restorer magazine. 

http://www.mafca.com/index.html
http://www.mafca.com/communications.html
http://www.mafca.com/pres_page.html
https://mafca.com/cart/index.php?mafca_new_member=yes
https://mafca.com/cart/index.php?mafca_renew=yes
mailto:info@mafca.com
mailto:chapters@mafca.com
http://files.constantcontact.com/0f1d301a501/e93f298a-fb1f-4e9a-b61e-2e1a018458ce.pdf%20%20%202019%20tour
http://files.constantcontact.com/0f1d301a501/e93f298a-fb1f-4e9a-b61e-2e1a018458ce.pdf%20%20%202019%20tour
http://files.constantcontact.com/0f1d301a501/e93f298a-fb1f-4e9a-b61e-2e1a018458ce.pdf%20%20%202019%20tour
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News from MAFFI 

To get to the MAFFI home page  
click here.  

To join Model A Ford Foundation, Inc., 
click here. 

 

MAFFI Minute 
April 2018 

What’s New at the Museum? 

There has been some recent redecorating in the Parts Department of the Museum.  There 

had been a donation of 4 framed color drawings and John Marshall was inspired by those to 

recreate the “New” signs as seen in the photos.  Once those were done, they were hung 

alongside the donated drawings, reframed and looking like the original pictures.   

We are always striving to 

keep our museum fresh 

and new for those 

returning to the museum 

for another look and 

especially for those who 

are coming for the first 

time. If you have been 

thinking about a trip to the museum, why not make plans to join us for Model A Day, 

September 15, 2018.  If you can’t make it for Model A Day, the museum is open 7 days a 

week. Anytime you happen to be in the area, come by for a visit. 

Thank you for your continued support of the Model A Ford Foundation by both item donation 

and monetary support.         Marsha Quesnel   MAFFI Trustee 

New art at the museum New art at the museum 

http://www.maffi.org/index.htm
http://www.maffi.org/My_Homepage_Files/Page18.html
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You probably know that as a member of MAFCA, you can enter your Model A in judging at 

National Conventions, Divisional, or Regional Meets. But did you know about the recognition 

MAFCA maintains for its members who utilize their Model A Ford vehicle as a “driver”? 

“It was recognized from Model A meets in the early 1960's that there was a great need to 

judge each vehicle consistently on the restoration efforts of their owners.” MAFCA offers 

several different classes of vehicle judging at sponsored events. The large number of classes 

strives to accommodate all vehicle owners. The Restorer’s Class recognizes the everyday 

Model A. (See http://www.mafca.com/v_classifications.html for the descriptions of the four  

other classes of vehicle judging).  

Background of The Restorer’s Class: “The intent of The Restorers Class shall be to 

recognize MAFCA members who utilize their Model A Ford vehicle as a “driver” through its 

primary use of being enjoyed on 

today’s roads and highways. In 

consideration of today’s modern roads 

with faster highway speeds, vehicles 

require improved performance, 

reliability This class allows owners to 

operate their vehicles with original, era 

and aftermarket parts. While original 

parts are considered the “benchmark”, 

quality replacement parts and 

accessories with the look of the original 

part are acceptable. Improved or 

modern parts such as an overdrive, air 

conditioner or alternator are permitted 

but are not evaluated. The recognition 

is to encourage members to maintain 

their vehicles to a standard that reflects 

the original design and look, while 

permitting the owner to operate their 

vehicle with reliability, safety and 

comfort.”    More information may be 

found at:  

http://www.mafca.com/rc_about.html 

 

MAFCA RESTORER’S CLASS JUDGING  

FOR THE EVERDAY MODEL A 

Above: Page 1 of the two page “Restorer’s Class Evaluation 
Score Sheet.” To view these pages in detail on the MAFCA 
website, click here. 

http://www.mafca.com/v_classifications.html
http://www.mafca.com/rc_about.html
http://www.mafca.com/rc/eval_score_sheet.pdf
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Permissible Items:  
(No points awarded for 
these items) 

1. Alternator  
2. Radial Tires  
3. Hydraulic Brakes 

Accepted Items, not 

evaluated.  

1. Turn Signals  

2. Seat Belts  

3. Additional Rear-View Mirror 

4. Right Hand Tail Lamp and 

 bracket.  

5. Overdrive  

6. 12 Volt System  

7. Era Air Cleaner  

8. Air Conditioner  

9. Trailer Hitch  

10. Accessories  

11. Radios 

Policies & Procedures: 

1. Vehicles are evaluated and awarded points 

based upon condition, finish and originality.  

2. “Award Point System” - each Model A starts at 

zero points and has the potential to earn up to a 

maximum of 450 points.  

3. Good era and reproduction parts are accepted; 

as identified they will receive one less point.  

4. Evaluators do not test any equipment as to its 

proper operation.  

5. Visual evaluation only carried out, no tools or 

measuring devices utilized. 

6. Vehicle evaluation encompasses Engine, Body, 

Exterior Plating, Interior, Wheels/Tires and 

Undercarriage areas. 

Entry Criteria: 

1. Vehicle owner shall be a current MAFCA 

member and is required to supply their 

membership number to enter a vehicle.  

2. Model A as defined by Ford Production 

(Benchmark) - No Modifieds or Speedsters  

3. Engine Block – Model A or B.  

4. Original or good reproduction parts as defined 

by Ford production for the year and model.  

5. Paint – Model A era correct color for the year & 

model. Slight variations or interpretations are 

acceptable.  

6. Vehicle must be licensed and road-worthy.  

7. No fiberglass fenders or body parts. 

MAFCA RESTORER’S CLASS 
http://www.mafca.com/rc_about.html 

http://www.mafca.com/rc_about.html
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Excerpt from The Restorers Class Procedures Manual:  
http://www.mafca.com/rc/procedures_manual.pdf 

Evaluation Rules:  

a. Vehicles evaluated and awarded points are based on originality, finish, and condition.  

b. Point system starts at zero and points are awarded upward to a maximum of 450 points.  

c. Points are awarded based on original, era, and good reproduction parts. Reproduction parts 

as identified will receive one less point.  

d. Equipment operation is not tested.  

e. Vehicle evaluations include Engine Compartment, Body, Interior, Exterior Plating, Wheels 

and Undercarriage areas.  

Evaluation Items - allowed but not evaluated (no points awarded):  

a. Drivability - Overdrive, alternator, era air cleaner, air conditioner, trailer hitch, accessories, 

radial tires, and radios.  

b. Safety Items – Turn signals, cast iron brake drums, seat belts, alternator, hydraulic brakes, 

additional rear view mirror, and right hand tail lamp and mounting bracket.  

Awards and Certificates: There must be appropriate time allowed for awards and 

recognition to be presented to the owners. The Chief Evaluator and Host Coordinator shall 

determine the time that will be allotted. To facilitate large numbers, it is suggested that the 

award to the owners is presented in groups in accordance to their award level.  

a. Awards  

1. Gold Medallion – 430 to 450 points  

2. Silver Medallion – 400 to 429 points  

3. Bronze Medallion – 350 – 399 points  

4. Participation Award (certificate) – 349 points or below  

b. Award Certificates – completed and signed certificates to be included with Medallions.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mafca.com/rc/procedures_manual.pdf
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Sourced for the AMA’s May 2018 newsletter from: MAFCA.com era fashion archives 
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Sourced for the AMA’s May 2018 newsletter from: http://www.mafca.com/downloads/Fashions/Packing_For_Traveling.pdf 

http://www.mafca.com/downloads/Fashions/Packing_For_Traveling.pdf
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Please support the businesses that support us!  

Call me today to insure that your classic car has the coverage that you need. 

Model A Ford Service and Repair 

(803) 215-3276   

ericshogren@gforcecable.com 

Guben’s Garage 
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MAY 1 AMA’s Club Meeting, every first Tuesday each month. 

downstairs at Cumberland Village.  Meet at 6:30 p.m. for social time, the 

meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. Members, bring your ideas for tours and events, items for show and tell 

and dollars for the 50/50 raffle. Guests are always welcome. For more information call Tom or Pat at 

(803) 649-0054 or email us at aikenmodelAs@gmail.com 

 

MAY 5  Johnston Peach Blossom Festival 

and Parade   

Details of our meeting location and departure time 

to tour to Johnston as a club will be decided at the 

May 1st club meeting. Parade starts at 10 a.m., line 

up in Johnston will likely be at 9 a.m. Watch your 

email after our Tuesday meeting for details about 

the  departure specifics. 

 

MAY 5  First Saturday Breakfast and/or Cars 

and Coffee at the Village Café  AMA’s members 

not attending the Johnston Parade on May 5 are encouraged to meet for breakfast at 8:30 a.m. at 

the Masonic Lodge, downtown Aiken, and at 10 a.m. for coffee at the Village Café. 

 
MAY 12 and 19  Saturday morning Cars and Coffee at the Village Café Meet for fellowship and 

coffee, food and conversation from 10-11 a.m. Guests are always welcome to drop in and join us. 

For more information call Tom or Pat at (803) 649-0054 or email us at aikenmodelAs@gmail.com 

 
MAY 26   Aiken Memorial Day Parade 11 a.m. Join your fellow club members as we honor our 
Veterans! As is our tradition, we will be providing local Vets with a seat in our Model A’s for the 
parade. Our line up location will be emailed to club members by Pat Roberts as soon as she receives 
the information. Remember to get your red, white and blue and patriotic decorations now to decorate 
your car for the big day. 

Look at what is on the web! AMA’s at the Johnston Parade 
https://discoversouthcarolina.com/products/701 

Aiken Model A’s Calendar of Events  

http://www.aikenmemorialdayparade.com/

gallery/ 

June 2 
First Saturday 
Breakfast at  

Masonic Lodge 

June 5 
June AMA’s Club 

Meeting 

June 16 
Ridge Peach Festival 
and Parade, Trenton  

September 14-15 
Palmetto A’s Swap 
Meet at Smith and 

Jones 

September 22 

Shade Tree A's 
Invitational Fuel Economy 

Tour and Int’l  
Model A Day 

FUTURE EVENTS 

mailto:aikenmodelas@gmail.com
mailto:aikenmodelas@gmail.com
https://discoversouthcarolina.com/products/701
http://www.aikenmemorialdayparade.com/gallery/
http://www.aikenmemorialdayparade.com/gallery/

