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Those of us AMA-er’s lucky enough, 

healthy enough and geographically located 

to have attended the dinner at the Sage 

Valley Hunt Club this year, were counting 

our blessings. It was the best of all the 

dinners to date. Of course the food and  

the company were the highlights, but the 

music and ambience were also wonderful. 

A big thank you to Sage Valley Golf Club! 

The Best Yet 
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Meeting 

Minutes 
Aiken Model A’s (AMA’s) 

February 6, 2018 
Cumberland Village  

1835 Room 

President Ken Bernacchi 

called the meeting to order.   

The minutes from the 

November meeting were 

approved as read by Eric 

Shogren. 

During officer reports, Ken 

discussed his desire to fill 

out the calendar for the 

year as a way to recruit new 

members.  Vice President 

Rachel reported she had 

discussed the survey that 

had been performed during 

the January meeting with 

Ken. Webmaster, Pat said 

she was looking for pictures 

of the band at the Sage 

Valley dinner for the website. 

Events Coordinator, Dotti 

mentioned Picnic in the Park 

was coming up March 24
th
, 

the Old 96 Swap Meet on 

April 20-21, and the ACTS 

Car Show on April 21
st
. 

Under old business the 

Sage Valley Dinner was 

discussed. It was a general 

consensus that everything 

was GREAT; entertainment, 

food & service. 

The survey taken and 

discussed during the 

January meeting was then 

discussed. Rachel noted 

the key purpose of the 

survey was to facilitate an 

ongoing discussion as to 

whether or not the club’s 

activities were meeting the 

needs of the membership.  

She also noted that the 

actual survey forms 

collected differed from what 

was discussed in the 

meeting.  After reviewing 

the survey forms, Rachel 

noted that overall ranking of 

activities were as follows: 

1. Parades 

2. Work days (on club 

members cars) 

3. Short tours 

4. Tech sessions at 

monthly business 

meetings 

5. Cars & Coffee 

6. Events with other 

clubs. 

Rachel said while refreshments 

were noted they appeared to 

be more of a vehicle to allow 

club members to socialize. 

Thoughts about our current 

meeting place was that it 

has heat, air and is free, 

though it does make it 

challenging for refreshments 

and technical sessions. 

It was noted  that the club is 

not doing monthly or 

quarterly work days/

technical sessions at 

someone’s garage and 

short tours.  Several possible 

tour destinations were 

mentioned. 

The general consensus was 

that tech sessions, whether 

they are at monthly 

business meetings or at 

someone’s garage, were 

the big draw with the 

membership.  Options for 

combining a short business 

meeting with work days/

tech session at someone’s 

garage were discussed.  

But, it was also mentioned 

that infrequent or irregularly 

scheduled business meetings 

inhibits the flow of 

information to the 

membership and potentially 

may leave some members 

feeling they don’t have an 

opportunity to contribute 

their thoughts and ideas.  

Where as, a regularly 

scheduled business meeting 

allows everyone to know 

well in advance when 

business will be conducted 

and provided a frequent 

forum where members can 

(Continued on page 3) 
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offer feedback or input into 

club activities. 

Also discussed was the 

current location for Cars & 

Coffee.  It was noted that 

trying to fit into a busy 

restaurant when attendees 

can range from 8 to 22 on 

any given Saturday is 

difficult,  both for finding 

available seating as a group 

and for the restaurant.  

Several other possible 

locations and their 

respective pros and cons 

were discussed. 

Under new business, short 

tour destinations, like the 

Springfield Flea Market 

were discussed.  

Ken called for a nominating 

committee for upcoming 

officer elections. Ken, Dotti 

and Woody volunteered.   

Ken then asked everyone to 

thing about what work day/

tech session topics they 

were interested in hosting 

so at the March meeting we 

could get them on the 

calendar.   

Eric Shogren provided a 

presentation on the MAFCA/

MARC Judging Standards 

for Dash and Instrument 

Panels.  Note: the presentation 

was originally developed by 

Gary R. Brown of the Lone 

Star Model A Ford Club, in 

Georgetown, Texas and is 

available on the MAFCA 

website. 

The meeting was adjourned.   

Respectfully submitted,  

Eric Shogren, secretary 

(Continued from page 2) 

Board of Director’s Meeting Minutes 
Aiken Model A’s (AMA’s) 

January 27, 2018 at Guben’s Garage 

President Ken Bernacchi called the Aiken Model A’s Board of Directors meeting to order.  The 

meeting was called to discuss the AMA’s tax status. The Aiken Model A’s had originally 

formed as a 501(c)(4). However, that status had lapsed with the IRS according to 

correspondence received in September 2017. Based on input from a tax professional, the 

board discussed the pros and cons of different tax status, including filing as a business. The 

board voted to authorize our tax professional to establish the AMA’s as a  501(c)(3).  

On other topics, it was decided to form an officer nominating committee to identify a slate of 

officers for elections in June. Ken noted that it is time to think about a tour schedule and the 

2018 Christmas Party. 

Respectfully submitted by Eric Shogren, secretary 

AMA’s Ladies Luncheon 
The first AMA’s ladies luncheon was held on Tuesday, February 27

th. 
Those attending at O’ 

Charley's had a very enjoyable time getting to know each other. Watch your email for news of 

the next AMA’s Ladies Luncheon.  
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MARCH 17 
ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE   Participate with the Shade Tree A’s in the downtown 

Augusta, St. Patrick’s Day parade. Meet at Kalmia Plaza (where we met for the Sage 

Valley dinner) at 12:20 p.m. for a 12:30 departure. We will line up with the STA’s about 

1 p.m. in the James Brown arena parking lot on 7
th

 street, for a 2 p.m. parade start.  

Get your green clothing, shamrocks and car decorations prepared for a fun afternoon 

with a huge gallery of spectators. 

MARCH 24 
PICNIC IN THE PARK   The AMA’s will meet in the parking lot of Fresh Market at 9:20 

a.m. for a 9:30 departure. Our route will take us north on Whiskey Road, east on Park 

Ave. to York Street. From there we will follow York Street / Hwy 1 north and cross 

under I-20, and continue up Highway 1. If you’ll be joining our caravan at a way-point 

other than Fresh Market, please let Dotti know so that we can be sure we get you 

along. 

Please see the flyer on page 5 for more details about the 23rd annual Picnic in the 

Park. Modern steel is encouraged to attend...you can meet the AMA’s in Lexington, or 

cruise along with the old cars, just as long as you don’t miss this fun, fun day. 

APRIL 7   

MASONIC LODGE BREAKFAST AND WORK DAY AT GUBEN’S GARAGE  Meet for an 

all-you-care-to-eat breakfast at 8:30 at the Masonic Lodge on Lauren’s Street. 

Afterwards, modern steel and Model A’s will tour over to Eric’s shop (affectionately 

known as Guben’s Garage). Eric has offered to have a hands-on Model A work day, 

doing your own front-end alignment and/or brake adjustment. Experienced members 

will coach those wanting to learn. Bring a sack lunch if you think you’ll want one and 

a chair. Dress appropriately for crawling under your car on the asphalt or the shop 

floor. Drinks, soap and water provided!  

APRIL 20-21 
GREENWOOD SWAP MEET  Eric will organize and lead this expedition to Greenwood 

on Friday, April 20th, so touch base with him if you’d like to join the group. Meet on 

Laurens Street in front of Eulalie Salley. He usually gets an early start, and stops 

along the way for breakfast. Please see the flyer on page 6 for more details. 

APRIL 21 

A.C.T.S. CAR SHOW  Mark your calendars and plan to display your Model A at this 

event to help ACTS raise money and collect food donations. More details in the next 

newsletter. 
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http://www.santaanitaas.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Rear-Brake-Drums.pdf 

http://www.santaanitaas.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Rear-Brake-Drums.pdf
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http://www.santaanitaas.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/stop-light-switch.pdf 

http://www.santaanitaas.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/stop-light-switch.pdf
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The AMA’s is made up of 

skilled, talented and capable 

individuals. When we work 

together our combined 

qualities allow us to balance 

one another’s strengths and 

shortcomings, and we end 

up accomplishing great 

things. 

It is in this spirit of comradery 

that the officer nominating 

committee (Ken, Woody, 

Dotti) asks AMA’s members 

to step forward and run for a 

service position. Whatever 

your skills and limitations, 

there is another member 

who can balance what you 

bring to the club.  

If your reaction to being 

asked to serve is “I could 

never do that” we remind you 

that no one expects any 

fellow club member to “be 

perfect.” Examine your own 

attitude of acceptance 

concerning any other member’s 

best efforts. We know you’d 

give them a pat on the back 

and an ‘A’ for effort. Reflect 

on your own willingness to 

accept other members’ 

abilities, and know that they 

will accept yours.  

The AMA’s have only five 

officer positions but many 

helper positions. Any member 

elected as an officer can get 

help with their duties. New 

helper positions can be 

created as needed to help 

balance lack-of-time or 

experience concerns. 

Please consider putting your 

name on the ballot in June. If 

you are hesitant about 

serving, please just ask us 

about a position before 

rejecting the idea. 

Thank you, 

Ken, Woody and Dotti 

From our bylaws; 
PRESIDENT. The President is the 

principal executive officer of the 

club, and in general supervises 

and controls all of the business 

and affairs of the club. He/She 

presides at all meetings of the 

Club and shall perform all duties 

incident to the office of President. 

VICE PRESIDENT. In the absence 

of the President, the Vice 

President shall perform the duties 

of the President. 

SECRETARY. The Secretary shall 

keep minutes of the meetings of 

the members, see that all notices 

are duly given in accordance with 

the provisions of these bylaws, 

oversee the upkeep of a roster of 

the post office address, email, and 

phone of each member, and in 

general perform all duties incident 

to the office of Secretary.  

TREASURER. The Treasurer shall 

have charge of and be responsible 

for all funds and securities of the 

club. He/She performs all duties 

incident to the office of Treasurer. 

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE. The 

Director-at-Large shall perform 

those tasks agreed upon by the 

President of the club. Director-at-

Large shall be the immediate past 

president of Aiken Model As for a 

one year term. If there is no 

immediate past president, the 

Director-at-Large position shall be 

an elective position.  

A Note From Woody, Ken and Dotti  

 

 

AMA’s Officers  
Fiscal Year 2017-2018 

President - Ken Bernacchi 

Vice  President –  
 Rachel  d’Entremont  

Treasurer - Woody Malone  

Secretary - Eric Shogren  

Director at Large -  
 Dotti  Shogren  
 

Club Helpers 

Webmaster - Pat Roberts 

Membership Coordinator -  

 Pat Roberts 

Parade Coordinator -  

 Tom Roberts 

Program Coordinator -  

 Greg Jones 

50/50 - Misty Hooker 

Nat’l Rep - Bill Cox 

Newsletter Editor -  

 Dotti Shogren  

Event and Communications 
Coordinator - 

 Dotti Shogren 

 
WEBSITE: 

www.aikenAs.org 
 

CONTACT US: 
aikenmodelAs@gmail.com 

 
MEETINGS: 

The 1835 Room 
Cumberland Village 

3335 Wise Creek Lane 
Aiken, SC 

Monthly, First Tues. 7 P.M. 
Guests Welcome 

http://www.aikenAs.org
mailto:aikenmodelAs@gmail.com
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News from the  
Model A Restorers Club 

 

To get to the Model A Restorer’s Club home page, click here.  

To join or renew your membership in MARC, click here. 

April 12 - 15 Membership Meet Granville, Ohio  

June 24 - July 1 Come a Dancin’ n Branson in 2018  

 News from MAFCA 

To get to the MAFCA home page, click here.  

To read the latest MAFCA Board Meeting highlights, click here. 

To read the latest from the MAFCA President, click here.  

To join the Model A Ford Club of America, click here. Renewals, click here. 

June 24 - 29, 2018    2018 MAFCA Membership Meet 

MAFCA is once again offering free memberships for first time 

members. Please see the MAFCA membership application in this newsletter 

and pass it along to any friends you know would enjoy exploring the Model A 

News from MAFFI 

To get to the MAFFI home page  
click here.  

To join Model A Ford Foundation, Inc., 
click here. 

 

http://model-a-ford.org/
http://model-a-ford.org/?wpsc-product=membership
http://www.mafca.com/index.html
http://www.mafca.com/communications.html
http://www.mafca.com/pres_page.html
https://mafca.com/cart/index.php?mafca_new_member=yes
https://mafca.com/cart/index.php?mafca_renew=yes
http://ncrgmafca.com/2018MAFCAConvention/2018index.html
http://www.maffi.org/index.htm
http://www.maffi.org/My_Homepage_Files/Page18.html
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Built in 1924 for use by the Ford Motor Company, the Benson Ford (I) was original utilized to 

transport iron ore and related materials across the Great Lakes by the growing auto 

company. Measuring 612’ X 62’ with a molded depth of 32’ and a carrying capacity of 15,000 

net tons at mid-summer draft, the ship was built by Great Lakes Engineering, Ecorse, Mich., 

and was launched April 26, 1924. 

A sister ship, the Henry Ford II, was 

commissioned to the American Ship 

Building Company, Lorain, Ohio, and 

scheduled for completion several weeks 

prior to the Benson Ford; however, a 

tornado struck Lorain prior to completion 

(Continued on page 13) 

As alluded to in last month’s AMA’s newsletter by the photo inset above, there is a tie between Henry 

Ford and this ship named Benson Ford. Read the article below for the explanation. 

Where was this stairwell located and what is it’s 

significance in relation to Henry Ford? 

History of the Benson Ford 
This article and additional information may be found at:   http://shiponthebay.com/history.html 

http://shiponthebay.com/history.html
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and delayed construction of the Henry Ford 

II. Consequently, the Benson Ford sailed 

first. 

Both ships were named after Henry Ford’s 

grandsons and the Henry Ford II was 

officially launched by the youngsters through 

electrical remote control in Detroit. Clearly 

the most modern ships on the Great Lakes, 

the twin ships were the cornerstone of the 

Ford Motor Company’s lake transport 

system. 

Powered by 3,000 bhp, four cylinder, two 

stroke, single acting Sun-Doxford opposed 

piston diesel engine, 23 5/8” bore x 45 5/8” 

stroke per piston (91 ¼” total combined 

stroke) built by the Sun Shipbuilding Co., 

Chester, Penn., both had rated service 

speeds of 11 knots, or 12.7 mph. 

The maiden voyage of the Benson Ford 

began on August 2 with a coal load from 

Toledo, Ohio, being transported to Duluth, 

Minn., and returning to the Ford Rouge plant 

in Dearborn, Mich., with iron ore. 

Although the pride of the ford fleet, the 

Benson Ford seemingly was not flawless. On 

June 12, 1959, the ship ran aground in the 

Amherstburg Channel, near the Canadian 

mainland, and then a second time on August 

16, 1959, in the St. Mary’s River between 

Michigan and Canada. 

After more than 50 years of tireless service, 

the Benson Ford was decommissioned in 

December of 1981 and renamed the John 

Dykstra II so the original name could be 

released to another ship in the Ford fleet. 

Stripped of the engine and other salvageable 

parts, the Dykstra was sold to Frank J. 

Sullivan of Sullivan Marine, Cleveland, Ohio, 

for intended use as a barge; however, it 

never sailed again. On December 21, 1984, 

Sullivan had the ship towed to the Ontario 

Stone No. 4 dock on the Cuyahoga River 

where it sat for almost two years while the 

new owners pondered what to do with the 

ship. 

After much consideration, Sullivan decided it 

would not be cost effective to utilize the ship 

on the Great Lakes and opted for a less 

conventional use. On July 3, 1986, the entire 

forward superstructure of the Dykstra, 

including the forecastle deck, was removed 

and transported by the barge Thor 101 to 

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 14) 

http://shiponthebay.com/history.html 

http://shiponthebay.com/history.html
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South Bass Island, also called Put-in-

Bay. The 62’ X 59’ foot section would be 

initially used as a 7,000 square foot, four 

story, summer home for the Sullivans. The 

home would include the walnut paneled state 

rooms, dining room, galley, and passenger 

lounge designed by Henry Ford for his own 

pleasure while traversing the Great Lakes on 

business. Thor 101 arrived at the island on July 18, 

1986 and the forecastle section was pulled 

up a steep, 18’ promontory to its final site on 

solid bedrock at Victory Point. The remainder 

of the Dykstra was scrapped, but the 

forecastle section has towered over the 

Island for more than 20 years. 

In 1992, Sullivan petitioned the Put-in-Bay 

Township Zoning Board for a conditional use 

permit to allow for the operation of a bed and 

breakfast at the shiphouse. After a lengthy 

legal battle, it was determined that the 

(Continued from page 13) 



15 

shiphouse could not be utilized for this 

purpose and Sullivan began seeking a 

buyer for the property. 

On Sept. 21, 1999, working with the 

Dutton Auction & Realty Company, 

Navarre, Ohio, Sullivan held an “open 

outcry real estate auction” which 

generated more than 128 inquiries from 

ten states and Canada, and 58 

inspections. When the bidding concluded, 

Jerry and Bryan Kasper of Kasper Auto 

Group, Sandusky, Ohio, became the new 

owners of the Put-in-Bay shiphouse. 

The father and son duo quickly renamed the 

ship the Benson Ford and have utilized the 

unique structure for personal 

use ever since. With recent 

renovations to the first floor, the 

structure includes a garage and 

massive family room, five 

bedrooms, five full baths, a 

dining room, living room, 

reading room, galley, and, of 

course, the pilot house which 

offers spectacular views of the 

setting sun off the western 

shores of Put-in-Bay. 

The Benson Ford remains one of the most 

memorable and awe inspiring sights on the 

island. 

The story and pictures here 
may be found at http://
shiponthebay.com/index.html 

Additional information about 
the Benson Ford Shiphouse 
is available on the above 
website, and on the world 
wide web by searching on 
’Benson Ford Ship.’ 

Thank you to my friend, Noel 
Cleveland of the Pacific A’s, 
for bringing this interesting 
Model A era information to 
the editor’s attention. 

http://shiponthebay.com/index.html
http://shiponthebay.com/index.html
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1929 Roadster 
- Miles UNK 

- Older restoration 
- Great overall condition 

- Great driver 
- New Distributor 2016 

- Some stains on convertible top 
Asking $23,500  obo   

Mark Piekarski    Hilton Head, SC    c- 603-566-6789 

FOR SALE and WANTED 

1927 Ford Model TT Truck  

New Warford transmission installed last year and it will run about 35 mph.  We have the 
high speed ring gear and worm gear for the rear axle that have not been installed but will 
be included with the truck. The truck has a beautiful red oak bed and red oak trim and floor 
in the cab.  Beautiful C cab.  It's a really nice truck.  We have just decided that it isn't for 
us.   We are asking $16,000 for it which is the amount we have in it. 

Richard and Susan Buff   randsbuff@gmail.com 

WANTED: Body parts for a Model A Roadster Pickup. It can be any year 1928-31. If I can 
find some of the major body components such as cab I will give it a go. Merry Christmas to all 
the members, Tom Gormley/Connecticut   t27sedan@aol.com 

 

tel:(603)%20566-6789
mailto:t27sedan@aol.com?subject=Roadster%20Pickup%20parts
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Please support the businesses that support us!  

Call me today to insure that your classic car has the coverage that you need. 

Model A Ford Service and Repair 

(803) 215-3276   

ericshogren@gforcecable.com 

Guben’s Garage 
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Cars and Coffee 

Join the AMA’s 10 - 11 a.m. on Saturdays at  

Auten’s (behind KFC) on Pine Log Road, Aiken  

for fun and fellowship, car-talk and comradery.  

GUESTS WELCOME! 

The Aiken Model A’s (AMA’s) is a chapter of the Model A 

Ford Club of America (MAFCA). We are a not-for-profit 

corporation, dedicated to the preservation and the 

restoration of the Model A Ford automobile. Owning a 

Model A Ford is not required for membership. An 

application for membership in the Aiken Model A’s is 

available at www.aikenAs.org. AMA’s annual dues are 

$50, with no dues for new members for the 2017-2018 

fiscal year. 

For information about the Aiken Model A’s, visit our web 

page, noted above, or contact Membership Coordinator, 

Pat Roberts at (803) 649-0054, or e-mail 

aikenmodelAs@gmail.com.  

To further the Model A Ford hobby, AMA’s members are 

encouraged to consider memberships in the hobby’s 

national organizations, MAFCA, (Model A Ford Club of 

America), MARC (Model A Restorer's Club) and MAFFI 

(Model A Ford Foundation, Inc.) For information on 

these organizations go to www.mafca.com and 

www.model-a-ford.org and www.maffi.org. 

About This Newsletter; © 2018 Aiken Model A’s, except 

as noted. Please contact aikenmodelAs@gmail.com 

concerning reprinting of articles, illustrations, or photos.  

Aiken Model A’s 
PO Box 992 

Aiken, SC 29802 

Meetings 

The 1835 Room at Cumberland Village,  

3335 Wise Creek Lane Aiken, SC  

Monthly, First Tues., 7 P.M. 

GUESTS WELCOME! 

About the Aiken Model A’s 

MARCH 3 

FIRST SATURDAY BREAKFAST MASONIC 

LODGE 8:30 A.M. 

SEE E-MAIL ON 2-27-18 FOR DETAILS 

MARCH 6  

MONTHLY AMA’S CLUB MEETING 

CUMBERLAND VILLAGE  

6:30 SOCIAL, 7:00 P.M. MEETING 

MARCH 11 DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS 

MARCH 17 

ST. PATTY’S DAY PARADE 

 AUGUSTA 

DETAILS, PAGE 4 

MARCH 24 

PICNIC IN THE PARK 

LEXINGTON 

DETAILS, PAGES 4 & 5 

APRIL 1 EASTER SUNDAY 

APRIL 2-8  MASTER’S WEEK 

APRIL 3 

MONTHLY AMA’S CLUB MEETING 

CUMBERLAND VILLAGE  

6:30 SOCIAL, 7:00 P.M. MEETING 

APRIL 5-8 

CHARLOTTE AUTO-FAIR 

HTTP://WWW.CHARLOTTE-AUTOFAIR.COM/

GENERAL-INFORMATION/ 

APRIL 7 
FIRST SATURDAY BREAKFAST MASONIC 

LODGE 8:30 A.M. 

APRIL 7 

TECHNICAL WORKSHOP 

HANDS-ON WORK DAY  

AT GUBEN’S GARAGE 

APRIL 20-21 

OLD NINETY-SIX DISTRICT MODEL A FORD 

CLUB SWAP MEET GREENWOOD, SC 

DETAILS, PAGES 4 & 5 

Events Calendar 

http://www.aikenas.org
mailto:aikenmodelas@gmail.com
http://www.mafca.com/
http://model-a-ford.org/
http://www.maffi.org/index.htm
mailto:aikenmodelas@gmail.com
HTTP://WWW.CHARLOTTE-AUTOFAIR.COM/GENERAL-INFORMATION/
HTTP://WWW.CHARLOTTE-AUTOFAIR.COM/GENERAL-INFORMATION/

