
  

AIKEN MODEL A’S  

NEWSLETTER 
March 2017 Aiken Model A’s Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America 

“Aow, so loverly sittin' abso-

bloomin'-lutely still.  

I would never budge 'till 

spring 

Crept over me windowsill.  

Aow, wouldn't it be loverly?” 

(lyrics by Alan Jay Lerner for 

the musical, “My Fair Lady”) 
 

It may be early March but I 

believe spring crept over our 

windowsills in Aiken sometime 

in February.  

The weather lately has been  

truly lovely, giving us a jump 

on seasonal chores like 

spring cleaning and yardwork. 

Wouldn’t it be “loverly” if  

preventative maintenance on 

our Model A’s was a only a 

seasonal thing?  

Anyone who drives a Model 

A Ford knows an attitude like 

that will leave you broken 

down on the side of the road. 

No one wants to be the 

instigator of a roadside 

technical seminar! 

In what Eric calls, “the red 

book”  (Les Andrews’ Model 

A Ford Mechanic Handbook, 

Vol. 1)  you’ll find a 

comprehensive Preventative 

Maintenance Check List on 

page A–1 of the appendix.   

(Also on page 3 of this 

newsletter, for your convenience). 

When was the last time you  

lubricated your “A” in 

accordance with the 500 mile 

lubrication chart, or inspected 

your fan for cracks? Are you 

not even sure what the 500 

mile lubrication entails?  

If your Model A could use 

some “spring cleaning” we’ve 

got your back. Join us at the 

March 4th tech/work session 

at the Roberts’ garage. This 

is a perfect time to make 

sure that your Model A is 

ready for the upcoming 

touring season.  
(Continued on page 2) 

Spring Cleaning 
by Dotti Shogren 
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Our group in Greg’s garage, enjoying a laugh as talk of bearings  
shifts to witty puns of  being ‘overbearing’ and ‘unbearable.’ 
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A similar Saturday work session was held 

Feb. 25
th
 at Greg Jones’ garage. Several club 

members were on-hand and enjoyed donuts, 

coffee and “snooper-vising” while Greg and 

Bill attempted to rebuild a generator for the 

1923 Model T that Bill recently purchased 

from Tom Roberts. Since Greg owns a Model 

T, but has never rebuilt a Model T generator, 

it was a process of studying the repair 

manual and comparing drawings to the actual 

parts. Meanwhile, Eric helped Don with an 

emergency brake adjustment and the 

replacement of the exhaust manifold gasket 

on Don’s 1929 Coupe.  

 (Continued from page 1) 

Two cars from Greg’s collection; a 1930 Ford  
Model A Cabriolet and 1926 Ford Model T Coupe  

The d'Entremont family at the February work session 

Don is captivated by Eric’s demonstration of  
 “Itsy-Bitsy Spider,” or perhaps Eric is explaining how  

the emergency brake works. 

This is ‘Clara,’ the 1923 Ford Model T Touring 
Sedan that is seemingly moving piece by 
piece from Tom Roberts’ garage to Bill’s garage. 

Each 
Saturday at 
Cars and 
Coffee, “the 
transfer” 
takes place 
as old parts 
are shifted 
from Tom’s 
trunk to 
Bill’s trunk. 
Piece by piece the old “T” is coming back 
from the dead, and will eventually enjoy a 
new life as a Depot Hack. The wood body will 
be all red oak, and will be made in Cape 
Neddick, Maine and shipped to Bill. 

Clara, as she looks today. 

Clara’s future 
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From Les Andrews’ Model A Ford Mechanics Handbook 
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The Spark 
Dotti Shogren - President 

From appearances, it may seem that my 

concerns as club president are leading the 

monthly meetings and sending out e-mails 

about upcoming activities. But when I’m not 

writing an agenda or typing e-mails, I think 

about the well-being of our club.  

What are the needs of our members and are 

we meeting those expectations? Are we 

missing anything to enhance member 

satisfaction and participation? What do we 

have to offer to attract new members? Are 

meetings covering the right things? These are 

the concerns, as well as others, that I brought 

to the recent Board of Director’s meeting for 

discussion. 

If you had been a fly on the wall at that 

meeting you would know just how much your 

club’s officers are invested in the welfare of 

this club! We discussed several topics, 

including the balance of “social” vs. “technical” 

opportunities. We recognized that lately, the 

frequency of hands-on car maintenance and 

touring was lacking.  

Maybe if there was one day a month set aside 

for the technical and touring aspects of our 

hobby, members could plan in advance for a 

day of Model A-ing. Since breakfast at the 

Masonic Lodge is a monthly event your BOD 

concluded the first Saturday of each month 

would be a logical place to start.  

So without delay, Tom Roberts volunteered to 

just jump right into a new schedule and host 

the first Saturday at his garage. On March 4th, 

instead of C and C at Atlanta Bread, plan to 

meet for breakfast at the Masonic Lodge 

about 8:30/8:45 and then, those interested 

can head to Roberts’ for a tech/work session.  

Let’s try this schedule for a few months and 

see how it works out. We will need members 

to offer their garages and to plan tours. 

Rachel and Jim Hedges have already put 

themselves on the list of future locations. 

As to the balance of social vs. technical, it’s 

safe to say that not all members share the 

same enthusiasm for greasy metal and the 

mechanical features of the Model A hobby. 

The social aspects of our club bind us 

together in a unique fellowship. If you have an 

idea for a fresh social event, let me know. A 

repeat of our picnic at Odell Weeks has been 

mentioned and I would love to see a member 

step up to organize it. (hint, hint) :-) 

Our national organization, MAFCA, also 

concerns itself with keeping the Model A 

hobby thriving and has created a 100,000 Mile 

Challenge. To participate, all our club needs 

to do is report the combined total mileage of 

our members on a single, given day. We pick 

the day! Hopefully, enough MAFCA clubs, 

world-wide, will participate such that all the 

miles driven add up to at least 100,000 miles. 

See details on pages 14-15. 

We have a couple of upcoming events that 

could be our “challenge day.” First, the 22nd 

annual “Picnic in the Park” hosted by the 

Palmetto A’s (Columbia, SC) is coming up on 

March 25th. (see page 3) This is a massive 

picnic with great Model A people from far and 

wide, car games and food. It isn’t a long drive, 

so perhaps every AMA’s member will join in. 

A second opportunity is the Penny Pinson Hot 

Dog Day picnic in Greenwood, on May 13th. 

This would be a longer trip, with potentially 

more miles to report for “the challenge,” 

depending on how many members participate 

in either event. It is another fun event and a 

wonderful chance to mix with good friends 

from many clubs. 

I will be interested to hear your feedback 

about the new “First Saturday” monthly event 

and the 100,000 mile challenge. Catch me at 

the next event and give me your thoughts, 

please. Your opinions matter to me! 
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Meeting Minutes 

Aiken Model A’s 
(AMA’s) 

February 7, 2017 

Cumberland Village 

1835 Room 

Present: Dotti Shogren, 

Woody Malone, Rachel 

d’Entremont, Don Cerefin, 

George Gordon, Rita Thornhill, 

Misty Hooker, Craig 

McMullin, Jim & Sheila 

McPherson, Pat & Tom 

Roberts,  Ken Bernacchi. 

At 7 pm Dotti welcomed 

everyone to the meeting. 

The brother of Ken Meeler 

had recently died and his 

mother-in-law is ill. Shade 

Tree A member Bob Collier, 

known to may of us, had 

passed away.  

Reports 

Tom gave his VP report by 

announcing members with 

February birthdays and 

sharing the observation that 

those who have the most 

birthdays live the longest. 

Woody treasurer’s report 

cited revenue from a 

newsletter advertisement 

and a few expenditures. He 

reported a healthy bank 

balance. 

Pat circulated a card from 

an anonymous “cupid’s 

helper” inviting members to 

treats at the next Coffee & 

Cars. She added that the 

website is up to date. 

Dotti called for a motion to 

approve Jan. 3
rd 

meeting 

minutes. Jim M. made the 

motion, seconded by Craig. 

The motion passed. 

Show and Tell  

George presented a turn 

signal kit he purchased at a 

local truck parts store, which 

he said was less expensive 

than those offered by Model 

A parts suppliers. He offered 

to pick up a kit for anyone 

interested.                                                     

Old Business 

It was noted that everyone 

had a good time at the Sage 

Valley thank-you dinner and 

that the group photo is now 

on the website. 

The Saturday Tech Seminar 

originally scheduled for Feb. 

18
th
 was moved to Feb. 25

th
. 

New Business 

We have two new members; 

Mark Piekarski and Lennel 

Stroud of Hilton Head. An 

updated Membership Roster 

is available on the 

“members-only” page of the 

website. Contact a club 

officer if you need the 

password. 

A Board of Director’s meeting 

was scheduled for Feb. 8
th
 

at 10 a.m. at Atlanta Bread 

Company. All members are 

welcome. 

Dotti circulated a sign-up 

sheet for programs for the 

monthly meetings. No one 

signed up. 

The Club was reminded of 

the annual Picnic in the Park 

sponsored by the Palmetto 

A’s to be held March 25. 

Dotti shared information 

about MAFCA’s “100,000-

Mile Challenge”. A couple of 

proposals were to pick a first 

Saturday of the month and 

after breakfast at the 

Masonic lodge, take a tour 

or perhaps chose the Picnic 

in the Park as the tour. 

Those not touring could 

record their mileage around 

town. 

Dotti reminded the group 

that the election of officers 

was coming up. She shared 

that every member has 

talents to offer, and if 

elected they have the option 

to delegate duties in areas 

they feel their skills may be 

lacking. Each past officers’ 

“style” was their own, and 

not a blueprint for the 

position. 

Dotti shared information 

about a MAFCA free-

membership program 

available to first-time 

members. There is no limit 

on the number of free 

MAFCA memberships per 

(Continued on page 7) 
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AMA’s Officers  

Fiscal Year 2016-2017  

President - Dotti Shogren  

Vice  President -Tom Roberts 

Treasurer - Woody Malone  

Secretary -  

Rachel  d’Entremont   

Director at Large - Jim Hedges 

Club Helpers 

Parade Coordinator -  

 Tom Roberts 

Membership Coordinator - Pat 

Roberts 

Webmaster - Pat Roberts 

50/50 - Roy Fischer 

Nat’l Rep - Bill Cox 

Meeting Setup - Woody 

 Malone 

Newsletter Editor - Dotti 

 Shogren 

WEBSITE: 

www.aikenAs.org 

CONTACT US: 

aikenmodelAs@gmail.com 

MEETINGS: 

The 1835 Room 

Cumberland Village 

3335 Wise Creek Lane 

Aiken, SC 

Monthly, First Tues. 7 P.M. 

Guests Welcome 

club, but it should be offered 

to people who would likely 

continue membership after 

the free period. 

Rachel read a proposal sent 

via e-mail from Bill Cox 

asking the club to consider; 

1) Creating a committee to 

visit area tech and high 

schools that have auto repair 

programs, giving presentations 

in order to determine interest 

in Model A’s. 

 2) Offering a free one-year 

membership to anyone under 

30. 

 3) Create a competition for a 

school to receive major car 

parts from the AMA’s.   

It was the consensus that the 

first step was to create the 

committee (Bill & Don 

volunteered) to determine 

what schools have auto 

programs.  

Other possible ways of 

attracting younger members 

were discussed including 

having a club project and 

advertising that project when 

we show our cars or when 

young people show interest. 

Door Prize & 50/50 

George won the 50/50, 

again, and donated it back to 

the club. Woody & Sheila 

each won a door prize. 

Dotti presented a slide show 

on the Ford Engineering Lab 

building. 

There being no further 

business, the meeting 

adjourned at  8:05. 

Rachel d’Entremont, 

secretary 

(Continued from page 6) 

FOR SALE 
1931 Standard Coupe. Original 

engine. Rumble seat. New tires. 

Same owner for past 50+ years, 

always garaged. $15,000 OBO. 

Call Ken Jackson (803) 642-4623 
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TIDBITS 

March 4  Meet for “First Saturday 

Breakfast” at the Masonic Lodge about 

8:30/8:45. After breakfast those interested 

will head over to the Roberts’ garage for a 

tech/work day. Any help a member may 

need with their car can be addressed. 

March 11  Car display at the Aiken 

County Shrine Club on highway 1 from 10 

a.m. to noon. Woody is the organizer for this 

event. 

March 25  Picnic in the Park; details for 

line-up and departure to be decided at the 

March 7 club meeting. See flyer on page 4. 

CORRECTION: Last month’s newsletter 

erroneously listed the meeting minutes of 

January 3, 2017 as January 3, 2016. The 

editor apologizes for the error. 

NOTE:  Tom and Rachel are serving as 

the nominating committee for upcoming 

officer elections. Please consider throwing 

your name in the ring. If you feel you lack a 

skill or two necessary for a given position, 

remember, you can always ask for help or 

delegate those areas of responsibility... 

nothing wrong with getting one member to 

help out another. After all, that is what we 

do mechanically with the cars. It’s how we 

all learn!  
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 News from MAFCA 

To get to the MAFCA home page, click here.  

To read the latest from Happy Begg, the 2017 

MAFCA President, click here.  

To read the latest MAFCA Board Meeting 

highlights, click here. 

MAFCA Is Working To Strengthen Your Chapter By Offering Free Membership For One Year To 

MAFCA Is Working To Strengthen Your Chapter By Offering Free Membership For One Year To 

Qualifying Chapter Members 

Qualifying Chapter Members 

Password 
February 2 - The 2017 credentials for getting into the members only area were announced 
in the January/February issue of The Restorer at the bottom of Page 1. Please update your 
notes. Or how about putting the members only username and password on the back of 
your MAFCA membership cards? That way, you'll have the information if you're out and 
about. 

Membership cards 
January 18 - Normally, your new MAFCA membership cards are included in the January/
February issue of The Restorer. Unfortunately, that didn't happen this year - but the cards 
WILL be included in the March/April issue. We apologize for any inconvenience this has 
caused. 

100K Challenge 
In 2017, MAFCA has set up a challenge for Chapters and members who don't belong to a 
chapter, the 100,000 mile challenge. The challenge is to see if we, as a club can drive 
100,000 miles in any one day. 

The goal: To get as many MAFCA members in their Model A’s on the road and excited 
about driving their Model A Ford. Have each chapter choose one day to tour and 
accumulate mileage that will then be added to an aggregate of MAFCA members trying to 
achieve 100,000 miles driven in a day. The reward: If we reach our goal, MAFCA will send 
window decals to all MAFCA member participants. Want to know more about the 100,000 
mile challenge? Click here. 

 

Finding articles in The Restorer magazine: 
There’s a good resource on the MAFCA website for discovering which issue and what page 
you can reference on a particular topic, such as brakes or carburetors. It's called RINDEX - 
short for Restorer Index. To find it, select ‘References’ in the left-hand column of the 
MAFCA home page and scroll down to ‘Downloads.’ When that page loads look about 
halfway down the page and see ‘INDEXES.’ Or click here. 
 

From the MAFCA Store:  
You can order a flash drive with every issue of The Restorer from the first fifty years. You 
can then read about any topic you want from all fifty years. To order go to the MAFCA 
Store online, or click here. 
 

Travel plans?: If you’ll be traveling and would like to connect with other Model A 
clubs, events and members, check out the MAFCA calendar here. 
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The AMA’s club is not a Region of MARC, but we do have several AMA-er’s who are individual 

members of MARC or members of other Regions. The information here is fun for anyone interested in 

the Model A Ford hobby, as it offers a link to more information about the Model A and to activities 

pertinent to MARC members. If you are not a member of the Model A Restorer’s Club, click this link to 

consider membership.  

Three up-coming MARC events are shown below:  

To see all the MARC events click here for their calendar. 

 

 

 

 

News from MAFFI 
To see the MAFFI Home Page, click here 

News from the  
Model A Restorers Club 

To get to the MARC homepage, click here  

For more information on this MARC 

Membership Meet, click here. 

For more information on this MAFCA/MARC 

Regional Meet, click here and here. 

2017 MARC National Meet Gettysburg, PA July 30 to Aug. 4 
Hub City Model A Ford Club is hosting the National MARC Meet in 2017. The Meet will be held 

in Historic Gettysburg, PA, starting Sunday, July 30th and ending with our closing banquet on 

the evening of Friday August 4th. For more info click here. 

If you missed the slide show on the history of the Ford Engineering Lab at the last club 

meeting, you can see it here on the MAFFI website. Their home page also has links that 

sample some of the displays that can be seen when visiting the museum. On the following 

page is the info from their link for the 1931 Ford Model A Station Wagon.  



19 

During this period of time, rapid transportation in America was primarily provided by the railroads. As 

passengers arrived at their final train stations, vehicles were used to transport cargo as well as people 

to their final destinations. The vehicles were called Station Wagons. The Ford Motor Company 

produced these Station Wagons vehicles as a commercial vehicle. Due to the lack of people traveling, 

resulted in poor sales of this vehicle. There are other referred names for the vehicle as in Depot Hack, 

and Woody. Maplewood and Birchwood materials were used for the body and the structure. This body 

required special inner rear wheel fender wells for a steel wall to hold up to the road water, dirt, and 

things thrown off the rear tires. These inner fender wells also served as safety protection for the 

passengers. 

Loaned to the Museum by: Timothy Wiggins - Aurora, IL 

This Model A comes with a host of other accessories including canvas side curtains, a driver-side single 

side-mount spare, driver side-view mirror, upgraded chrome door handles, exhaust turn-down, 

storage box under the rear seats for the side curtains when not used. Up until the 80s station wagon 

model automobiles were produced. Wood was used in the construction of many station wagons until 

1952. Simulated wooden graphics were installed as an option on some station wagon models 

produced after the early 50s. 

1931 Ford Model A Station Wagon  Body Style Number: 150-B 

Motor: 4 Cylinder, 201 CID, 40 HP  6 Volt Battery w/positive ground 

Brakes: Mechanical  Tire Size: 450-21 

Transmission: 3 Speed Manual non synchronized  Fuel Capacity: 11 Gal. Gasoline 

Body: Briggs Manufacturing Company  Weight: 2,482# 

Maximum Passengers: 8  Cost new: $625.00 

Model A Station Wagon 
http://www.maffi.org/DisplayPages/1931StationWagon.pdf 
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Model A Station Wagon 
http://www.maffi.org/DisplayPages/1931StationWagon.pdf 
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Please support the businesses that support us!  

Call me today to insure that your classic car has the coverage that you need. 

Model A Ford Service and Repair 

(803) 215-3276   

“Keeping Model A’s Alive since 1960” 

ericshogren@gforcecable.com 

Guben’s Garage 
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MARCH 4 
FIRST SATURDAY BREAKFAST 

MASONIC LODGE  8:30 A.M. 

MARCH 4 
TECH SESSION AT TOM ROBERT’S 

GARAGE AFTER BREAKFAST 

MARCH 7 
MONTHLY CLUB MEETING 

CUMBERLAND VILLAGE 

MARCH 11 
CAR DISPLAY, 10-NOON 

AIKEN CO. SHRINE CLUB HWY 1 

MARCH 25 
PICNIC IN THE PARK 

DETAILS ON PAGE 3 

APRIL 1 
FIRST SATURDAY BREAKFAST 

MASONIC LODGE  8:30 A.M. 

APRIL 1 
TECH SESSION OR TOUR 

AFTER BREAKFAST 

APRIL 4 
MONTHLY CLUB MEETING 

CUMBERLAND VILLAGE 

APRIL 3-9 MASTER’S WEEK 

APRIL 6-9 
CHARLOTTE AUTO-FAIR 

CHARLOTTE-AUTOFAIR GENERAL-INFORMATION 

APRIL 21-22 

OLD NINETY-SIX DISTRICT MODEL A 

FORD CLUB SWAP MEET  

GREENWOOD, SC 

APRIL 28 
UNICOI, TN HILL CLIMB  

FOR INFO CLICK HERE 

APRIL 29 

20TH ANNUAL FIDDLERS AND 

FIDDLEHEADS FESTIVAL AND CAR 

SHOW, UNICOI, TN 
FOR INFO CLICK HERE 

MAY 13 
PENNY PINSON HOT DOG DAY  

AT EMERALD FARMS 

JUNE 2-3 
SUMMER SWAP MEET 

  MOULTRIE, GA  

AUGUST 12 
TUCKER GA SWAP MEET HOSTED BY 

GEORGIA CHAPTER OF MAFCA 

Events Calendar About the Aiken Model A’s 
The Aiken Model A’s (AMA’s) is a chapter of the Model A 

Ford Club of America (MAFCA). We are a not-for-profit 

corporation, dedicated to the preservation and the 

restoration of the Model A Ford automobile. Owning a 

Model A Ford is not required for membership. An 

application for membership in the Aiken Model A’s is 

available at www.aikenas.org. AMA’s annual dues are 

$50, with pro-rated dues for new members. 

For information about the Aiken Model A’s, visit our web 

page, noted above, or contact Membership Coordinator, 

Pat Roberts at (803) 649-0054, or e-mail 

aikenmodelas@gmail.com.  

To further the Model A Ford hobby, AMA’s members are 

encouraged to maintain memberships in the national 

organizations, MAFCA and MARC (Model A Restorer's 

Club). For information on these organizations, go to 

www.mafca.com and www.model-a-ford.org.   

About This Newsletter; © 2017 Aiken Model A’s, except 

as noted. Please contact aikenmodelas@gmail.com 

concerning reprinting of articles, illustrations, or photos.  

Aiken Model A’s 
PO Box 992 

Aiken, SC 29802 

Meetings 

The 1835 Room at Cumberland Village,  

3335 Wise Creek Lane Aiken, SC  

Monthly, First Tues., 7 P.M. 

GUESTS WELCOME! 

Cars and Coffee 

Join the AMA’s 10-11 a.m. the 2
nd

, 3
rd

 and 4
th
 

Saturdays of the month at  

Atlanta Bread on Whiskey Road, Aiken  

for fun and fellowship, car-talk and comradery.  

GUESTS WELCOME! 




