
  

May parades always bring the AMA’s 

remarkable old cars out of the garage. Parades 

provide us a venue to share our little piece of 

history with the public, and it seems the cars are 

always appreciated and enjoyed by the 

spectators. We enjoy seeing the crowd’s 

enthusiasm, especially the kids asking to hear 

the Aoogah horn! 

Check out these photos by member Greg Jones, 

for a glimpse of the high spirits and comradery 

shared at the May 5
th
 Johnston Peach Blossom 

Festival and Parade as well as the May 26
th
 

Aiken Memorial Day Parade.  

May Parades 
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Members enjoy a serene drive home from the Johnston parade. 

Tom and Pat Roberts’  1928 Roadster Pickup is 
bedecked in American flags for Memorial Day. 

Roy and Gloria Fischer’s grandson, Riley, waits in 
grandpa's car for the Memorial Day parade to begin. 
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Pat Roberts and Liz Cox  

Cheer up Tom! 

Left to right: Roy, Tom, Brian, Pat and Eric converse 
before the Johnston parade begins. Nice hats, folks! 

Liz and Bill Cox are in fine spirits at the Johnston parade 
as they share a ride in one of the Roberts’ Model A’s. 

Club President, Ken Bernacchi, is looking dapper at 
the Johnston parade in his shades and  

color coordinated shirt and ‘31 Roadster. 

Roy and Vance share a moment to catch up   
before the parade. 

Roy Fischer enjoys Phil Martini’s sense of humor 
during line up at the Memorial Day Parade. 

Ed Mann and “his parts” are ready to lead our 
merry group at the Aiken Memorial Day Parade. 
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Cars and Coffee 

Join the AMA’s at the Village Café, 10 - 11 

a.m. on Saturdays, for fun and 

fellowship, car-talk and comradery. 

GUESTS WELCOME! 

Meetings 

The Clubhouse of Cumberland Village,  

3070 Wise Creek Lane Aiken, SC  

Monthly, First Tues., 7 P.M. 

GUESTS WELCOME! 

The Aiken Model A’s (AMA’s) is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA). We are a not-for-profit corporation, 

dedicated to the preservation and the restoration of the Model A Ford automobile. Owning a Model A Ford is not required for 

membership. An application for membership in the Aiken Model A’s is available at www.aikenAs.org. AMA’s annual dues are 

$50, with no dues for new members for the 2017-2018 fiscal year. 

For information about the Aiken Model A’s, visit our web page, noted above, or contact Membership Coordinator, Pat Roberts 

at (803) 649-0054, or e-mail aikenmodelAs@gmail.com.  

To further the Model A Ford hobby, AMA’s members are encouraged to consider memberships in the hobby’s national 

organizations, MAFCA, (Model A Ford Club of America), MARC (Model A Restorer's Club) and MAFFI (Model A Ford 

Foundation, Inc.) For information on these organizations go to www.mafca.com and www.model-a-ford.org and www.maffi.org. 

About This Newsletter; © 2018 Aiken Model A’s, except as noted. Please contact aikenmodelAs@gmail.com concerning 

reprinting of articles, illustrations, or photos.  

About the Aiken Model A’s 

Aiken Model A’s 
PO Box 992 

Aiken, SC 29802 

Ken Bernacchi President 

Rachel  d’Entremont  Vice President   

Woody Malone  Treasurer  

Eric Shogren  Secretary  

Dotti  Shogren  Director at Large   

 

AMA’s Board Members 
AMA’s Club Helpers 

Webmaster  Pat Roberts 

Parade Coordinator  Tom Roberts 

Membership 

Coordinator  
Pat Roberts 

Monthly Programs Greg Jones 

Nat’l Representative Bill Cox 

50/50 Drawing Misty Hooker 

Newsletter Editor Dotti Shogren 

Events and 

Communications 

Coordinator  

Dotti Shogren 

http://www.aikenas.org
mailto:aikenmodelas@gmail.com
http://www.mafca.com/
http://model-a-ford.org/
http://www.maffi.org/index.htm
mailto:aikenmodelas@gmail.com
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Meeting 

Minutes 
Aiken Model A’s (AMA’s) 

May 1, 2018 
Cumberland Village  

1835 Room 

President Ken Bernacchi 

called the meeting to order.   

The minutes from the April 

meeting were approved as 

read by Eric Shogren. 

Ken reported that a 

member of the Cumberland 

Village staff had stopped by 

before the meeting to 

discuss the need to move 

our meeting location to the 

Cumberland Village Clubhouse. 

The new accommodations 

will be at no charge. 

Several of our members 

noted that this location is 

where we’ve held past AMA 

Christmas parties. Others 

noted how generous 

Cumberland Village was to 

the AMAs. 

The ACTS Car Show was 

discussed with Rachel 

d’Entremont bringing the 

trophy the Aiken Model A’s 

received for supporting the 

ACTS Car Show. Tom 

Roberts was also 

recognized for coming in 2
nd

 

place in the People’s 

Choice Awards. Not bad 

considering that he “lost” to 

former club member, Ken 

MacPherson, who brought 

a beautifully restored 1931 

Lincoln Model K Cabriolet.   

Also, under old business 

the proposed change to the 

AMA by-laws to reduce 

membership dues from $50/

year to $25/year was 

discussed. It was noted that 

our by-laws require 30-days 

between member notification 

to amend the by-laws and 

membership vote. The vote 

proposed to the by-law 

change will take place at 

the June AMA meeting.   

During officer reports, 

Woody Malone indicated 

our club’s bank balance 

was unchanged, and that 

he has not heard back from 

the account attending to the 

club’s tax status change. 

Dotti Shogren passed out a 

list of upcoming events  

including the Johnston, SC 

Peach Blossom Festival, on 

Saturday May 5
th
, and the 

Penny Pinson Hot Dog Day 

on May 19
th
. As this 

conflicted with the work day 

at Tom Roberts’ it was 

decided to move the work 

day to June 2
nd

 at Ken 

Bernacchi’s to allow 

members to attend Penny’s 

Memorial Hot Dog Day.  

The Aiken Memorial Day 

Parade on May 26
th
 was 

discussed. Dotti said she 

had talked with Marie, the 

Cumberland Village 

Activities Director, and once 

again the AMA’s would 

have veterans from 

Cumberland Village riding 

with us in the Memorial Day 

Parade. Pat Robert’s 

brought up that the AMA’s 

had also been asked to 

bring their cars to the 

Cumberland Village Memorial 

Day picnic on Friday, May 

25
th
. Several members 

noted the good food and 

good music at this picnic.  

Other pointed out that 

bringing our cars to the 

picnic was a great way to 

thank Cumberland Village 

for the their hospitality, 

including moving our 

meeting location to the 

Clubhouse.   

Eric Shogren lead a 

discussion about MAFCA’s 

Model A judging classes 

including the relatively new 

Restorer’s Class and how it 

differs from Touring Class. 

Just for fun the meeting 

attendees took a Restorer’s 

Class Evaluator’s qualification 

test as group. 

The meeting was 

adjourned.   

Respectfully submitted,  

Eric Shogren, secretary 

Note: June 2 at Ken’s  

has since been postponed. 
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 News from MAFCA 

To get to the MAFCA home page, click here.  

To read the latest MAFCA Board Meeting highlights, click here. 

To read the latest from the MAFCA President, click here.  

To join the Model A Ford Club of America, click here. Renewals, click here. 

What's Happening In The World Of MAFCA? 

Did you know your membership in MAFCA includes a free copy of the digital Restorer 

Magazine? If you are not receiving it, send an email to info@mafca.com. In the subject line, 

write "Sign Up for the Digital Restorer."  

Updated on www.mafca.com on May 2, 2018 - Vehicle Judging 

Updated three Vehicle Judging tests (Mail Trucks, Station Wagons, and Tools) on the Judging 

Tests Page. 

 

 

 

http://www.mafca.com/index.html
http://www.mafca.com/communications.html
http://www.mafca.com/pres_page.html
https://mafca.com/cart/index.php?mafca_new_member=yes
https://mafca.com/cart/index.php?mafca_renew=yes
mailto:info@mafca.com
http://www.mafca.com/v_tests.html
http://www.mafca.com/v_tests.html
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MAFFI Newsletter Minute 

News from the  
Model A Restorers Club 

 

To get to the Model A Restorer’s Club home page, click here.  

To join or renew your membership in MARC, click here. 
 

April 12 - 15 Membership Meet Granville, Ohio  

June 24 - July 1 Come a Dancin’ n Branson in 2018  

 

 

 

News from MAFFI 

To get to the MAFFI home page  
click here.  

To join Model A Ford Foundation, Inc., 
click here. 

 

What’s New at the Museum?  
Our Model A Ford Museum was recently blessed by a generous donation from 
the Bill Edstrom family.  This included a total of seven beautifully restored Model 
A’s as well as numerous parts, memorabilia and literature.  Bill Edstrom had 
previously donated a 1929 Taxi, a Wide Bed Pickup, and an original 1930 
Fordor Sedan. 
The cars donated were: 
Three-1931 A-400’s 
One-1931 Roadster 
One-1931 225-A Drop Floor Panel Delivery 
One-1931 Phaeton 
One-1931 Wide Bed Roadster Pickup 
During a recent work day at the Museum, two of the A-400’s, the Delivery and 
the Wide Bed Roadster Pickup were added to the museum floor, rotating out 
some of our other cars to make room.  If you haven’t been to the museum, 
please put this on your bucket list, not only to see our Model A Ford Museum 
but the other cars on display at the Gilmore Complex.   
Remember, Model A Day is September 15

th
!  It’s a great day to see this 

beautiful campus, hob nob with fellow Model A’ers, and meet your MAFFI Board 
Members.  

If you have any questions regarding Model A Day or the museum, please be 
sure to email us and we will do our best to answer them. clubcontact@maffi.org 

Thank you, 

Marsha Quesnel, MAFFI Trustee 

http://model-a-ford.org/
http://model-a-ford.org/?wpsc-product=membership
http://www.maffi.org/index.htm
http://www.maffi.org/My_Homepage_Files/Page18.html
mailto:clubcontact@maffi.org
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Notes from the Shop 

Why 15 Degrees? 
by Eric Shogren 

We often talk about the fact that when adjusting a Model A’s brakes the front brake lever must 

be pitched forward, 15 degrees off vertical.  That discussion usually includes the statement 

that if it’s not pitched forward 15 degrees off vertical you are losing “mechanical advantage.”  

But up to now I haven’t been able to give a very good description of what “losing mechanical 

advantage” actually meant.   

This past weekend I was working on the brakes on Tom’s beautiful ’31 Fordor and I removed 

the front brake actuating arm 

assembly.  The picture from 

Bratton’s shows the left hand brake 

actuating arm assembly. 

This assembly has three main 

components; the housing, the front 

brake lever (on the left hand side) 

and the brake shaft that runs 

through the housing.  The photo 

below shows that brake shaft when 

disassembled from the housing.  

 

The front brake lever is pinned to the front 

brake shaft (lower left of the above photo). 

Notice at the upper right of the brake shaft 

picture the round hole or cup, indicated by the 

arrow.  That hole or cup rides on the top of the 

front brake operating pin.  The bottom of the 

front brake operating pin rides in the top of the 

front brake operating wedge. When you step on 

the brake pedal and the front brake lever is 

pulled to the rear, the brake shaft forces the 

front brake operating pin straight down and the 

front brake operating wedge is forced between 

the front brake shoes to apply them to the 

brake drum.   

(Continued on page 8) 
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I apologize for the quality of the next picture, but it illustrates the orientation of the front brake 

lever and the cup at the end of the front brake shaft. 

 

In the foreground you can see the end of the front brake shaft and the cup that pushes down 

on the front brake operating pin.  It’s hard to see in the photo, but the inclinometer in 

background shows the front brake lever is at 75 degrees, or pitched forward 15 degrees off 

vertical.  Notice the flat edge on the front brake shaft is perfectly horizontal.  When the front 

brake lever is pulled to the right in the above photo the big arrow shows how the front brake 

shaft will push straight down on the front brake operating pin.   

Now, let’s say the front brake lever were straight up and down.  The cup on the front brake 

shaft would no longer be horizontal as it is in the above picture.  It would be 15 degrees below 

horizontal.  When the brake lever is pulled in that situation most of the force from the front 

brake shaft would be pushing the front brake operating pin sideways and not straight down.  

Because much of the force from the front brake shaft is pushing sideways on the operating 

pin there is less force on the front brake operating wedge forcing the brake shoes apart…and 

that is where we lose our mechanical advantage! 

CLUB DUES RENEWAL– 30 day reminder 
AMA’s club dues will be payable by June 30, 2018 

Dues may be changing from $50 annually for a family membership, to 

$25. For details on the proposed changes, look for the email sent to 

the membership by Eric Shogren, club secretary, on April 5, 2018 at 

9:12 p.m.  A vote on this amendment to the AMA’s by laws will take 

place at the June 5th club meeting, after which time you may pay your 

2018-2019 club dues. 
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Authentic Model A Colors in a Spray Can 

 

Submitted by: William “Bill” Brum, Raynham, Massachusetts 

 

Achieving an authentic look is important to many of us who choose to restore our car back to its 

original condition. In the area of painting, it becomes difficult without the training and equipment of a 

professional. However, for small items such as interior trim and other metal components, spray cans are 

a viable option.  

 

Once you have the paint code in hand (acquired from guidance in the MAFCA Paint & Finish Guide 

and the PPG or DuPont customer service group), your local distributor for such popular brands can 

provide the authentic colors in 12 oz. spray cans. Color matching can also be achieved by providing a 

good sample (I used the windshield visor) to be analyzed at your distributor by hand held color 

matching equipment.  

 

The spray cans are typically a single component acrylic enamel providing ease of application, excellent 

shine and durability. Of course, good paint finish requires proper metal prep regardless of the spray 

equipment utilized.  

 

The spray can shown below contains the popular Copra Drab for a 1930 coupe utilized to paint the dash 

panel depicted. 
 

 

SPRAY CAN TINY TIP         www.mafca.com           MARCH 2011 
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 Model A Q & A’s 

Like always, we’ve been busy in the shop. Seems like lots of brake and steering work. I believe 

we could have a full-time shop just doing that kind of work. Of course, I love the restoration 

work even more, turning rusty, neglected and forgotten cars into something the owners can be 

proud of and enjoy for years to come. Here are some highlights from the last few weeks. 

Q.  I was driving my 1930 Coupe the other day, and noticed when I pulled into the driveway 

there was a trail of oil following me. After I parked the car in the carport for a few minutes there 

was a very large puddle of oil under the car. It seems to be coming from the housing under the 

clutch. Is this something easy to fix? 

A  I hate to be the bearer of bad news, but usually when a Model A engine is losing that much 

oil it is a sign of a serious engine failure. You can remove the oil pan and check the rear main bearing. 

There is an oil drain tube that could be your problem, but it’s probably a bearing failure. You can avoid 

this by checking the bearing clearance at least every 10,000 miles. Checking the clearance involves 

removing the oil pan, and is a bit of a hassle, but it can save you an engine in the long run. 

Q  My Model A is a great driver, but I notice when I decelerate down a long hill the car will jump 

out of high gear. I can watch the gear shift; it just seems to vibrate slowly and move from third 

gear into neutral. What’s going on? 

A  This is one of the first problems I ever fixed for a customer, years ago when I started 

working on Model A’s. First I tried rebuilding the gear shift tower. This is a fairly easy job, which 

requires removing the floor boards, and taking the shift tower out. You can replace the shift lever and 

the spring-loaded detents. This will help a little bit, but more likely you will really need to remove the 

transmission and replace the input shaft and the high gear slider gear. Over the years these parts get 

worn and don’t mesh properly. Try to find original parts if possible. 

Q  I would like to replace the brakes on my Model A Roadster. I was thinking about going to 

hydraulic brakes. Would this be a good idea? Where can I get the parts? 

A  Years ago when the junkyards were full of old V8 Fords, it was common for guys to go to the 

junkyard on a Saturday and pick up everything they needed to convert a Model A to hydraulic brakes. 

Now those days are long gone, but most of the parts are available new. As far as I know, no one is 

making a complete kit at this time. To be honest I would rather have an original mechanical brake set 

up, with new cast iron brake drums and high friction linings. This system is less expensive and like I 

say, more original to the car, so it is much easier to service and maintain. It’s up to you, but I like the 

original stuff. Les Andrews Model A Mechanics Handbook has excellent information about rebuilding 

the Model A brakes. I highly recommend this book to anyone who owns a Model A. 

Enjoy the Drive 

This information comes to us from our friends at Bentley’s Antique Automotive Service. 

Please see their advertisement on page 13 of this newsletter. Many thanks to Bentley’s for 

being an AMA’s newsletter advertising subscriber! 
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Please support the businesses that support us!  

Call me today to insure that your classic car has the coverage that you need. 

Model A Ford Service and Repair 

(803) 215-3276   

ericshogren@gforcecable.com 

Guben’s Garage 
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June 2    First Saturday Breakfast and/or Cars and Coffee at the Village 

Café AMA’s members and guests are encouraged to meet for breakfast at 

8:30 a.m. at the Masonic Lodge, downtown Aiken ($5 suggested donation to 

the Masonic Lodge). Then/and/or at 10 a.m. for coffee at the Village Café. 

June 5  AMA’s Club Meeting, every first Tuesday each month. Meet at The Club House at 

Cumberland Village, beginning with this June meeting. (We will no longer be using 

the 1835 room in the downstairs of the main building).  

Meet at 6:30 p.m. for social time, and the meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. Members, bring your ideas for 

tours and events, your items for show and tell and your dollars for the 50/50 raffle. Guests are always 

welcome. For more information call Tom or Pat at (803) 649-0054 or email us at 

aikenmodelAs@gmail.com 

June 16  Ridge Peach Festival and Parade, Trenton  Details of our location and departure 

time to tour to Trenton as a group will be decided at the June 5th club meeting. Parade starts at 10:30 

a.m., line up in Trenton will likely be at 9:30 a.m. 

Watch your email for details about the departure 

specifics. 

Here is what www.ridgepeachfestival.com has to 

say about it: “Whether you love Arts and Crafts, 
Antiques Tractors and Cars, or Delicious Festival 
Foods, the 48th Annual Ridge Peach Festival has 
something for every member of your family. A 
Country Store featuring home canned peach 
preserves, jams, and jellies, along with your 
favorite peach desserts and ice cream are all 
waiting for you to arrive and enjoy. Our event has become more than a festival; It's a reunion and 
gathering place for families.”  

June  9, 16, 23 and 30  Saturday morning Cars and Coffee at the Village Café  

Stop by our friendly, drop-in social hour for food, fellowship, coffee and conversation from 10-11 a.m. 

Guests are always welcome to come and join us. For more information call Tom or Pat at (803) 649-

0054 or email us at aikenmodelAs@gmail.com 

 

Courtesy of  
www.ridgepeachfestival.com/
ridgepeachfestival_007.htm 

Aiken Model A’s Calendar of Events 

Future Opportunities 

September 14-15  Palmetto A’s Swap Meet at Smith and Jones 

September 22   Shade Tree A’s Invitational Fuel Economy Tour 

and International Model A Day 

National Flag Day (14)  Father’s Day (17)  Summer Solstice/

First Day of Summer (22) 

Additional June Dates of Note 

The End. 

mailto:aikenmodelas@gmail.com
http://www.ridgepeachfestival.com
mailto:aikenmodelas@gmail.com
http://www.ridgepeachfestival.com/100_1141.jpg
http://www.ridgepeachfestival.com/ridgepeachfestival_007.htm
http://www.ridgepeachfestival.com/ridgepeachfestival_007.htm

