
  

AIKEN MODEL A’S     

Hot Thoughts 
Dotti Shogren - Editor 

My husband is a brave soul...or 

maybe just pig-headed; I can’t 

decide which. When the calendar 

page flips to July, most of us know 

our Model A’s aren’t likely to come 

out of the garage until the weather 

cools. Granted, there may be a 

tolerable morning here and there 

that a person might take a brief 

spin in the old car. Now, if you 

know me you know I absolutely 

adore this man, but his willingness 

to drive old Stella in blistering heat 

is beyond my comprehension. If 

ever there was a man “bitten by 

the Model A bug,” Eric surely got 

chomped on. 

The rest of us are content, at least 

for the next several weeks, to start 

making plans for a driving season 

that begins when the heat lets up. 

In fact, the AMA’s have already 

received our first invitation for a 

fall car display.  

Let’s enjoy these lazy weekends 

while our calendar is quiet. We 

know the pace will heat up again 

soon. In the meantime, one thing 

the club could get hot on, is 

organizing an activity or a tour for 

International Model A Day, 

September 10
th
. What can we do 

to share and celebrate these 

wonderful cars again this year?  

Something else we can do while 

it’s too hot to tour is to get the ball 

rolling again on club jackets. With 

the heat, wearing a jacket is the 

last thing on our minds, but getting 

club jackets is a hot topic. Since 

the embroidery work could take 

time, starting now makes good 

sense. 

Until our event list fills up, 

Saturday morning Cars and 

Coffee is a great opportunity to 

touch base with club members 

between meetings. Occasionally, 

this is a quiet event, but more 

often than not it’s a zesty crowd! 

It’s a wonder we don’t get asked 

to ‘cool it’ by the management! It’s 

worth braving that morning 

humidity (thick enough to cut with 

a knife), just to join in and see who 

or what the Saturday morning 

brings. See ya’ there!  

Aiken Model A’s Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America JULY 2016 

AMA’s members gather in a patch of shade at the ACTS car show. 
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Cars on display June 11 at Langley Pond 

AMA’s members huddle in a smidgen of shade   

(L to R)  Jackson’s Coupe, Shogren’s Fordor, Roberts’ Pickup 

CAR SHOW at 

LANGLEY 

POND  

Benefitting 

A.C.T.S. 

June 11 was H. O. T. 

But, the wicked-hot 

weather didn’t stop 

the ever-faithful 

AMA’s members from 

getting the Model A’s 

out for a car show 

when the beneficiary 

was Area Churches 

Together Serving. 

We had a turn-out of 

8 Model A’s and even 

members without 

cars showed up in 

“modern-steel” to 

support the club.  

Members’ and their 

cars included: Ken 

Jackson/Coupe, 

Rachel d’Entremont/

Roadster, Jim 

Hedges/Coupe, Eric 

Shogren/Fordor, Tom 

Roberts/Pickup, Ken 

Meeler/Tudor, Vance 

Coulthard/Roadster 

and Don Cerefin/

Coupe. 

In addition to the 

above members, Pat, 

Anna, Brian, Woody 

and Dotti joined in 

the event. 
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Meeting Minutes 

Aiken Model A’s (AMA’s) 
June 7, 2016 

Cumberland Village  
1835 Room 

Present: Dotti & Eric Shogren, Pat & 

Tom Roberts, Rachel d’Entremont, 

Sheila & Jim McPherson, Jim 

Hedges, Charles Hilton, Misty 

Hooker, Don Cerefin, Craig McMullin, 

Greg Jones, Roy & Gloria Fischer, 

George Gordon, and Rita Thornhill. 

At 7 pm Pres. Dotti welcomed 

everyone to the meeting. It 

was noted that Bill was 

undergoing cataract surgery 

and that Charles had recently 

retired though he is still 

working part time. 

Reports: 

Membership: Pat said that she 

had received payment for 19 

membership renewals. She 

reminded everyone that dues 

were due by the end of the 

month. 

Webmaster: Pat reported that 

the website was up to date. 

She circulated a copy of 

Equestrian Magazine which 

had a photo of some of the 

AMA cars which prompted a 

comment that the AMA’s cars 

had also been used   in a 

prominent ad for Cumberland 

Village.  

Treasurer: Don shared the 

bank balance and it was noted 

that it did not include recent 

membership renewals. 

Secretary: Rachel reminded 

the group that the ACTS Car 

Show which had been on the 

calendar for May 14 was 

postponed to June 11.  

There was a request for a 

motion to approve the May 3rd 

meeting minutes. Eric made a 

motion, seconded by Don that 

the minutes meeting be 

approved as printed in the 

May newsletter; the motion 

carried.  

Show and Tell:  

Greg passed around a rumble-

seat handle which had 

recently been restored. Rachel 

brought an original copy of 

Ford Model “A” Car and “AA” 

Truck which was donated to 

the club by Paul Kankula of 

Seneca SC. Tom shared a 

“mystery” part from his coupe 

that was actually the end of a 

box wrench welded to a bolt, 

most likely as a result of 

contact with the battery. Don 

also had a unusual wrench; a 

homemade tool used to hold 

the radiator bolt in place under 

the frame while tightening the 

nut above the frame. Members 

were asked to give updates on 

the state of their individual car 

repairs. 

Old Business: 

Old business included a 

discussion about the success 

of the Memorial Day parade 

with WWII Vets and 

representatives of the DAR. 

Additional information about 

the ACTS Car Show was 

given. 

New Business: 

June 18 Trenton Peach 

Festival Parade. A jumping off 

point in Aiken had yet to be 

determined. Craig let everyone 

know that those participating 

were welcome to coffee & 

pastry at the church where the 

parade originates. 

July 4 Parade in Gilbert. 

AMA’s are not registered. If 

anyone plans to go they 

should contact Dotti so she 

can register us. 

Except for it’s chapter officers, 

MAFCA (Model A Ford Club of 

America) no longer requires 

chapter members to join 

MAFCA. After discussion, it 

was the consensus that the by

-laws be amended to state that 

membership is “encouraged” 

rather than required. Dotti 

stated that she would send out 

the required announcement of 

the proposed change to be 

discussed and voted on at a 

future meeting. 

There was discussion about 

arranging a Saturday Tech 

Session but there was no 

immediate interest. It was 

agreed that scheduling one be 

postponed until there was a 

need. 

The officers for 2016-17 were 

announced: 

 President: Dotti 

 VP: Tom 

 Treasurer: Woody 

 Secretary: Rachel 

 Member at Large: Jim H. 

Tom and Pat won both 

drawings for the lottery 

tickets, but neither was a 

winner. Misty won the 50/50 

drawing. 

Tech Session: 

Eric shared a video which was 

part of the film medley that 

Greg had put together for the 

Christmas dinner. Filmed in 

the 1920’s, the film showed 

the assembly and the 

workings of the Model A 

engine. 

There being no further 

business, the meeting 

adjourned at 7:57. 

Rachel d’Entremont, Secretary 
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The Spark 
Dotti Shogren - President 

July begins a new fiscal year for the AMA’s. I 

am flattered to have been elected to lead this 

amiable club for another year. Thank you for 

your vote of confidence!  

Having been at another lively Cars and 

Coffee just this morning, with 15 AMA’s 

members in attendance, the enthusiasm our 

members have for this club was self evident. 

That said, as your “leader” I still contemplate 

how to keep the fun coming so that events 

don’t become stale and I think about the 

direction we are headed.  

As this club moves forward, I’ll need your 

help with ideas and input. I never want to 

lose sight of the fact that this is your 

‘ship’ (i.e. club) and I’m like a blind captain 

doing my best to steer from the directions I’m 

given! 

During the July meeting I hope there’s time 

for members to discuss any changes, 

additions or deletions they’d like to see to our 

meeting format. Please be thinking about the 

way meetings are conducted and if you want 

it done differently. Currently we have the 

social time, the welcome, wellness, officer 

reports, show and tell, old and new business, 

open discussion, drawings and a tech 

seminar.  

Along those lines, also please be ready with 

any suggestions, complaints or discussion 

about our basic fellowship events; parades, 

car displays, Cars and Coffee and Saturday 

Tech Sessions. Got any new thoughts for 

other fellowship opportunities...dinners, tours,  

or whatever?? Please bring your opinions to 

the July meeting.  

In the meantime, stay cool and perhaps just 

polish your Model A in the shade...it’s 

considerably warm for taking the old girl out 

of the barn. Oh, I’m so thankful for the air 

conditioning in modern steel! 

 

“Finding Dory” 

“Finding Dory” is Disney/Pixar’s latest animated movie, and 

you can currently find it in theaters.  

If you wanted to find your AMA’s buddies, do you know the 

password to the members section of www.aikenAs.org?  

Because it’s a password, you can’t find it here but you can 

ask at a meeting, or anytime AMA-er’s are together. It’s easy 

to find your friends’ birthdays, phone numbers, address and 

car info on our website. 

Our webmaster, Pat Roberts has compiled tons of other great 

info as well like era fashion articles and links to other Model A 

related sites. Check it out on www.aikenAs.org!!! 

 

Bring your interesting  

Model A relevant items  

to our club meetings for  

“Show and Tell!” 

Do you have a 

 ‘smart phone?’ 

Save a copy of the club 

roster to your phone.  

Should you ever find 

yourself at your own  

“roadside seminar” your 

AMA’s friends will be at 

your fingertips! 
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http://www.shorpy.com/node/8767 
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We have all heard the 

saying that you have to 

“blow the gunk out” of an 

engine.  This euphemism 

refers to blowing out the 

carbon buildup in the 

engine.  This occurs  on the 

head of the pistons and on 

the cylinder head 

combustion chamber. 

Deposits cause the air to 

tumble inside the 

combustion chamber, and 

this turbulence causes the 

air/fuel mixture to be 

unevenly distributed. When 

ignited, the flame front can 

be erratic, leave unburned 

fuel, and create hot spots in 

the combustion chamber.  

This robs power and can 

cause the car to be 

sluggish.   

I was recently working on a 

car and saw maybe not the 

worst possible, but at least 

the worst case of carbon 

build up on the head that I 

have ever seen.  The 

pictures here show #4 

cylinder before I started 

cleaning and #1, #2 and #3 

after I had been scraping on 

them for a while.  The last 

picture shows #4 cylinder 

when I had cleaned up half 

of it.  This stuff was over 

1/8” thick in places.  In 

places it even looked like it 

was round nodules.  It was 

not hard to clean out.  I 

used a screwdriver by hand 

and did not have to “chisel” 

it out.  All told, I probably 

got over a handful of carbon 

out of the four chambers.  

This would have really 

made the car run poorly.   

Modern fuels are supposed 

to prevent this kind of 

buildup, but if the fuel/air 

mixture for the carburetor is 

set too rich (and this one 

obviously had been) it can 

cause this type of buildup.  

Even before it gets this bad 

carbon build up on the 

plugs can cause a Model A 

to run rough and even stall. 

I remember a parade 

several years ago where 

one of the Model A’s barely 

made it to the end of the 

parade route because it 

was running so rough.  We 

pulled the plugs and 

cleaned them with a wire 

brush, stuck them back in, 

and re-adjusted the fuel/air 

mixture on the choke rod 

back to ¼ turn open. It was 

like a new car.  The owner 

could not believe how much 

better the performance was. 

So remember, don’t let your 

cars run too rich and carry a 

wire brush just in case! 

Carbon Build Up 
Story and Photos by Eric Shogren 
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FOUR very worn  

Firestone black wall tires. 4.75/5.00 -19 

No good for driving, but great for rolling a project car 

around the shop. 

Local pick up only.  $50.00/set 

FOR SALE 

Early 1928 Model A Ford Phaeton for sale.    Asking $28,000    

Contact Gary Glazener (803) 507-0017 or Bill Howell (803) 645-5307 

AMA’s Officers  

Fiscal Year 2015-2016  

Dotti Shogren - President 

Tom Roberts - Vice President 

Woody Malone -Treasurer  

Rachel d’Entremont - Secretary 

Jim Hedges - Director at Large 

Club Helpers 

Parade Coordinator -  

Tom Roberts 

Membership Coordinator - 

Pat Roberts 

Webmaster - Pat Roberts 

50/50 - Roy Fischer 

Nat’l Rep - Bill Cox 

Meeting Tech Seminars - 

Walker Crosby 

Meeting Setup -Woody Malone 

Newsletter Editor -  

Dotti Shogren 

Website 

www.aikenAs.org 

E-Mail 

aikenmodelAs@gmail.com 

Meetings 

The 1835 Room 

Cumberland Village 

3335 Wise Creek Lane 

Aiken, SC 

Monthly, First Tues., 7 P.M. 

Guests Welcome 

News from the National Clubs 

MAFCA: 

Another National Convention has come and gone. By all 

reports, the 2016 National Convention in Loveland Colorado 

was a tremendous success. The AMA’s are awaiting details 

from Jim and Sheila who attended both the MAFCA and 

MARC Meets in June. 

The wonderful A-World Magazine for our youth is now 

available for viewing on the A-World Page. 

The MAFCA Era Fashion Committee is very excited about 

their new publication, The Fashion Files 1928-1931. This 

book is a compilation of the fashion articles that have been 

published in The Restorer between 2000 and 2015. Articles 

are written by MAFCA members and cover a variety of 

topics.  

MARC: 

The 2016 MARC National Meet in Perrysburg, Ohio is in full 

swing as this edition ‘goes to press.’   
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Please support the businesses that support us! 

Call me today to insure that your classic car has the coverage that you need. 

 

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE 

Contact the newsletter editor at 

dottishogren@gforcecable.com  

to inquire 
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JULY 2 

FIRST SATURDAY BREAKFAST 
MASONIC LODGE 

443 LAURENS STREET N.W. 
9 A.M. 

JULY 5 
AMA’S MONTHLY MEETING 

CUMBERLAND VILLAGE  7 P.M. 

AUGUST 2 
AMA’S MONTHLY MEETING 

CUMBERLAND VILLAGE  7 P.M. 

AUGUST 13  
8TH ANNUAL MODEL A PARTS SWAP 

TUCKER, GA 

SEPTEMBER 10 INT. MODEL A DAY 

SEPTEMBER 17 
 SWAP MEET HOSTED BY PALMETTO 

A’S AT SMITH AND JONES  

OCTOBER 5-8 HERSHEY SWAP MEET 

DECEMBER 5 

AMA’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 
CUMBERLAND VILLAGE  

CLUB HOUSE 

DECEMBER 5-8 
MAFCA NAT’L AWARDS BANQUET 

RENO, NV 

Events Calendar About the Aiken Model A’s 

The Aiken Model A’s are a chapter of the 

Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA).  We 

are a not-for-profit corporation dedicated to 

the preservation and the restoration of the 

Model A Ford automobile. Owning a Model A 

Ford is not required for membership. Annual 

dues are $50. Aiken Model A’s club members 

are also required to maintain membership in 

the national organization (MAFCA, $40 

annually). MAFCA membership includes a 

subscription to The Restorer magazine, 

technical support and other benefits. A 

MAFCA membership application is available 

at www.mafca.com. An application for 

membership in the Aiken Model A’s is 

available at www.aikenas.org. For information 

about the Aiken Model A’s, visit our web page, 

noted above, or contact Membership 

Coordinator, Pat Roberts at (803)649-0054, or 

e-mail aikenmodelas@gmail.com.  

About This Newsletter © 2016 Aiken Model 

A’s, except as noted. Please contact 

aikenmodelas@gmail.com concerning 

reprinting of articles, illustrations, or photos.  

Aiken Model A’s 
PO Box 992 

Aiken, SC 29802 

Meetings 

The 1835 Room at Cumberland Village,  

3335 Wise Creek Lane Aiken, SC  

Monthly, First Tues., 7 P.M. 

GUESTS WELCOME! 




