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Local History and a Hide Away 
by Eric and Dotti Shogren 

There was a large crowd at  

the “First Saturday 

Breakfast” at the Masonic 

Lodge on November 4th. 

After the meal seven Model 

A Fords, carrying Ken 

Bernacchi, Tom and Pat 

Roberts, Bill and Liz Cox, 

Vance Coulthard, Brian and 

Rachel d’Entremont, Walker 

Crosby and Eric Shogren 

headed out to visit the site of 

some local history at 

Redcliffe Plantation, in 

nearby Beech Island. 

It was an absolutely idyllic 

day for a Model A tour; a 

sunny sky, cool temps...just 

perfect. After a few beneficial 

wrong turns (beneficial 

because it extended the 

drive on such a perfect 

morning) the group arrived at 

Redcliffe Plantation. 
(Continued on page 2) 

Our members and visitors to the 
plantation relax on the expansive 

front porch. 

What will the weather bring  this year for OUR Christmas parades? 

Photo courtesy of “Photo of the Week” mafca.com Posted 11/4/17 
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Elizabeth Laney was our tour 

guide and she had previously 

encountered several members 

of our group on other Model 

A events at Redcliffe. So 

when we visited this time, 

she showed us some photos 

of cars belonging to past 

residents of Redcliffe 

Plantation. One of these was 

a 1928 or 1929 Ford Special 

Coupe.  

Elizabeth provided an 

excellent presentation of the 

rich history of the plantation 

and of the many generations 

of people that had lived there. 

It amazed us that 

descendants of the original 

owner lived there until 1975. 

More amazing, was that 

descendants of those who 

had once been enslaved 

there, continued to live on the 

property as paid staff into the 

1990’s. 

Following the plantation tour, 

we climbed back into our 

Model A’s and drove to Boyd 

Pond Park for a picnic lunch. 

This is a little known 210 acre 

Aiken County Park with a 

large pond, that was formerly 

the  Savannah River Site's 

employee recreation facility. 

Again, the weather was 

perfect, the picnic shelters 

were empty and a good lunch 

and good time was had by 

all.  

Photos by Pat Roberts. 

House at Redcliffe Plantation Our cars on the Redcliffe Plantation tour. 

Stable at Redcliffe Plantation Slave cabin at Redcliffe Plantation 
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Proud and Patriotic. Tom and Pat’s Fordor never 

looked more proper.  (G. Jones) 

Artfully interpreted photography by Greg Jones, 

taken at the Rotary breakfast car display. 

L to R: Woody, Ken B., Vance, Brian, George and 

Misty look forward to breakfast. (G. Jones) 
More members attending the breakfast, L to R: 

Sheila, Jim, Tom, Pat, Rachel and Greg. (G. Jones) 

Car Display and Benefit Breakfast 
at the Aiken Rotary’s Polio Fundraiser November 11, 2017 

It was a chilly, crisp and clear morning on Newberry Street in downtown  

Aiken and the Model A’s gleamed in the brightness of the fall day. (G. Jones) 
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Meeting Minutes 

Aiken Model A’s 

(AMA’s) 

November 7, 2017 

Cumberland Village  

1835 Room 

President Ken Bernacchi 

called the meeting to order.  

The minutes from the 

October meeting were 

approved as read during 

the meeting. 

Under old business the 

2017 Aiken Model A’s 

Christmas Party was 

discussed.  It will be at 

Houndslake Country Club 

on Tuesday, December 5th.  

The deposit has been paid 

to Houndslake.  Members 

can gather at 6 p.m. at the 

bar before moving to a 

reserved room.  Entrées 

are approximately $10, 

which will be paid at the 

event. 

Also under old business, a 

motion was passed to 

obtain the services of an 

accountant to assist in filing 

the club tax return.   

The recent tour to Redcliffe 

Plantation and picnic at 

Boyd Pond was discussed.  

Everyone had a great time 

on a perfect Model A Day. 

The car display for the 

Aiken Rotary’s “Polio Plus” 

breakfast was discussed.  

A head count was taken to 

determine how many 

parking places would be 

necessary for the car 

display on November 11th.   

Everyone was reminded 

that MAFCA dues were 

due by the end of 

December to not miss a 

copy of the Restorer.   

The upcoming calendar of 

events as published in the 

newsletter was discussed. 

Jim McPherson passed 

around a paperboard tag; a 

reproduction of one sold by 

Ford Motor Company, that 

was to be hung in used 

Fords for sale. The tag 

featured an image of a 

1928/1929 Ford radiator 

shell as the frame around 

the blank space for filling in 

the specifics about the 

used car for sale.   

A DVD on Model A road 

side troubleshooting and 

repairs was shown. An 

extensive list of 

recommended tools and 

spare parts for touring was 

described at the end of the 

video, and Eric Shogren 

was heard to say “I need a 

bigger trunk. . .” 

The meeting was 

adjourned.   

Respectfully submitted,  

Eric Shogren, secretary 

 

 

 

AMA’s Officers  
Fiscal Year 2017-2018 

President - Ken Bernacchi 

Vice  President –  
 Rachel  d’Entremont  

Treasurer - Woody Malone  

Secretary - Eric Shogren  

Director at Large -  
 Dotti  Shogren  
 

Club Helpers 

Webmaster - Pat Roberts 

Membership Coordinator -  
 Pat Roberts 

Parade Coordinator -  
 Tom Roberts 

Program Coordinator -  
 Greg Jones 

50/50 - Misty Hooker 

Nat’l Rep - Bill Cox 

Newsletter Editor -  
 Dotti Shogren  

Event and Communications 
Coordinator - 
 Dotti Shogren 

 
WEBSITE: 

www.aikenAs.org 
 
 

CONTACT US: 
aikenmodelAs@gmail.com 

 
 

MEETINGS: 
The 1835 Room 

Cumberland Village 
3335 Wise Creek Lane 

Aiken, SC 
Monthly, First Tues. 7 P.M. 

Guests Welcome 

http://www.aikenAs.org
mailto:aikenmodelAs@gmail.com
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Don’s Solution 
by Eric Shogren 

This photo shows an outstanding road 

side repair that Don Cerefin came up 

with when his ’29 Model A Coupe 

broke down on Whiskey Road. Don’s 

car was randomly stalling as he drove 

down the road. In the picture you can 

see Don has wired the choke lever to 

the carburetor fuel-air adjustment 

needle driver.   

The choke had been randomly 

closing, cutting off air to the 

carburetor and causing the engine to 

die. Under normal conditions, a button on the 

back of the choke lever rides in a groove on 

the carburetor fuel-air adjustment needle 

driver. When the fuel-air nob in the 

passenger compartment is pulled on, the 

carburetor fuel-air adjustment needle driver 

moves away from the carburetor, pulling the 

choke lever and closing the choke (i.e., the 

butterfly valve in the carburetor air intake).   

Over time this button on the back of Don’s 

choke lever had w worn down. The vibration 

of going down the road would cause it to 

bounce out of the groove, allowing the choke 

to move freely and close on its own. Don’s 

solution was to wire the two together. This 

solution allowed the choke to be operated 

normally but also prevented the button on the 

choke lever from bouncing out of the groove.  

An elegant solution!   

Notes from the Shop 

Don’s Ingenuity 

Worn Brake Cross Shaft Bushings 
by Eric Shogren 

In the photo you can see a brake cross shaft. 

The gray “collar” near the top is one of two 

bushings on a brake cross shaft, and the 

bushings should fit snugly on the shaft.   

When coming from the factory, these bushings 

(Continued on page 6) 
Brake cross shaft bushing   
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While not a Model A (obviously) this 1922 Oldsmobile would have been quite the  
surprise from Santa on Christmas morning!!! 

http://www.shorpy.com/node/11993 

were made of bronze and had a cloth/brass 

wire weave fabric between the bushing and 

the shaft. The bushing in this photo is an 

aftermarket pot-metal bushing and it’s lost 

the fabric liner. Between wear and loss of the 

liner, there is a visible 1/8 inch gap between 

the bushing and the cross shaft.  

This gap causes the whole shaft to shift 

forward when the brake pedal is depressed. 

The forward movement of the cross shaft 

may allow the rear brakes to function, but it 

means the brake rod for the front brakes 

won’t move as far as it should, robbing a 

huge amount of braking power from the front 

brakes. Replacing these badly worn 

bushings will significantly improve braking 

performance. 

As an interesting side note, there is no telling 

when these pot-metal brake cross shaft 

bushings were installed, but the fact they are 

pot-metal may give a clue. During World War 

II copper was vital to the war effort and 

therefore was rationed. So, it is likely that 

these pot-metal cross shaft bushings were 

developed as a substitute for the normal 

bronze bushings, that required copper.   

I found similar evidence of this “war-years 

copper shortage” when I had the engine in 

my ’31 Fordor rebuilt. Instead of a copper 

clad head gasket, it had a steel clad head 

gasket, which was a common substitution 

during WWII.   

(Continued from page 5) 

http://www.shorpy.com/node/11993
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 News from MAFCA 

To get to the MAFCA home page, click here.  

To read the latest MAFCA Board Meeting highlights, click here. 

To read the latest from Happy Begg, the 2017 MAFCA President, click here.  

To join the Model A Ford Club of America, click here. Renewals, click here. 

Shop the MAFCA Store for 

your gifting 

needs. 

Don’t forget your MAFCA membership dues are payable by the end of the year. If you are 
currently a member you will have received a notice from MAFCA (in about September) with 
your renewal reminder like the one above. 

You can also renew at mafca.com by clicking here. 

Your # appears here 

 

http://www.mafca.com/index.html
http://www.mafca.com/downloads/Highlights/
mailto:president@mafca.com
http://www.mafca.com/pres_page.html
https://mafca.com/cart/index.php?mafca_new_member=yes
https://mafca.com/cart/index.php?mafca_renew=yes
https://mafca.com/cart/index.php?show_price=yes%22
https://mafca.com/cart/index.php?mafca_renew=yes
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News from the  
Model A Restorers Club 

 

To get to the Model A Restorer’s Club home page, click here.  

To join or renew your membership in MARC, click here. 
 

April 12 - 15 Membership Meet Granville, Ohio  

June 24 - July 1 Come a Dancin’ n Branson in 2018  

 

 

 

News from MAFFI 

To get to the MAFFI home page  
click here.  

To join Model A Ford Foundation, Inc., 
click here. 

 

MAFFI Newsletter Minute 

 Send a Brick for Christmas! 

Since 2011, when we first started raising money for the construction of the Model A 

Museum, over 1400 bricks have been ordered in memory or in honor of our favorite Model 

A’ers, Model A clubs and regions.   We have room under the gas canopy at the Museum for 

about 200 more bricks.  It would be a wonderful thing if we could finish off that area this 

year!  You could help us make that goal by ordering a brick for a loved one for Christmas.  It 

would make a great gift for that loved one in your family who really doesn’t ‘need’ anything 

and of course, it would benefit the Model A Museum as well.  If your Model A region or club 

doesn’t yet have a brick at the Museum, now would be a good time to do that as well.  Use 

the brick order form in this issue of the ‘A’ Preserver to order your engraved brick.  It will be 

in place at the Museum by next September.   

Merry Christmas and thank you.   

Loukie Smith, Brick Coordinator  

http://model-a-ford.org/
http://model-a-ford.org/?wpsc-product=membership
http://www.maffi.org/index.htm
http://www.maffi.org/My_Homepage_Files/Page18.html
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The information below was sourced from the website of the Horseless Carriage Club of 
America. Click here to visit the HCCA webpage and peruse interesting photos and info. 

https://www.hcca.org/


10 

Reprinted with permission from the Restorer March/April 1999 
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Reprinted with permission of the Restorer magazine. Jan/Feb 2000 
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The above article was reprinted with permission of the Restorer magazine, May/June issue, 1983. 
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From our friends at Bentley’s…. 
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1929 Roadster 
- miles UNK 

- older restoration 
- Great overall condition 

- Great driver 
- New Distributor 2016 

- some stains on convertible top 
Asking $25,500.   

Mark Piekarski 

Hilton Head, SC 

c- 603-566-6789 

Model A’s and TT’s for Sale 

1927 Ford Model TT Truck  

New Warford transmission installed last year and it will run about 35 mph.  We have the high 
speed ring gear and worm gear for the rear axle that have not been installed but will be 
included with the truck. The truck has a beautiful red oak bed and red oak trim and floor in the 
cab.  Beautiful C cab.  It's a really nice truck.  We have just decided that it isn't for us.   We 
are asking $16,000 for it which is the amount we have in it. 

Richard and Susan Buff   randsbuff@gmail.com 

tel:(603)%20566-6789
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Please support the businesses that support us!  

Call me today to insure that your classic car has the coverage that you need. 

Model A Ford Service and Repair 

(803) 215-3276   

ericshogren@gforcecable.com 

Guben’s Garage 
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Cars and Coffee 

Join the AMA’s 10 - 11 a.m. on Saturdays at  

Auten’s (behind KFC) on Pine Log Road, Aiken  

for fun and fellowship, car-talk and comradery.  

GUESTS WELCOME! 

The Aiken Model A’s (AMA’s) is a chapter of the Model A 

Ford Club of America (MAFCA). We are a not-for-profit 

corporation, dedicated to the preservation and the 

restoration of the Model A Ford automobile. Owning a 

Model A Ford is not required for membership. An 

application for membership in the Aiken Model A’s is 

available at www.aikenAs.org. AMA’s annual dues are 

$50, with no dues for new members for the 2017-2018 

fiscal year. 

For information about the Aiken Model A’s, visit our web 

page, noted above, or contact Membership Coordinator, 

Pat Roberts at (803) 649-0054, or e-mail 

aikenmodelAs@gmail.com.  

To further the Model A Ford hobby, AMA’s members are 

encouraged to consider memberships in the hobby’s 

national organizations, MAFCA, (Model A Ford Club of 

America), MARC (Model A Restorer's Club) and MAFFI 

(Model A Ford Foundation, Inc.) For information on 

these organizations go to www.mafca.com and 

www.model-a-ford.org and www.maffi.org. 

About This Newsletter; © 2017 Aiken Model A’s, except 

as noted. Please contact aikenmodelAs@gmail.com 

concerning reprinting of articles, illustrations, or photos.  

Aiken Model A’s 
PO Box 992 

Aiken, SC 29802 

Meetings 

The 1835 Room at Cumberland Village,  

3335 Wise Creek Lane Aiken, SC  

Monthly, First Tues., 7 P.M. 

GUESTS WELCOME! 

About the Aiken Model A’s 

DECEMBER 2 
FIRST SATURDAY BREAKFAST 

MASONIC LODGE 8:30 A.M. 

DECEMBER 2 
GRANITEVILLE CHRISTMAS PARADE 

1—2:30 LINE UP, PARADE AT 3 PM 

DECEMBER 3* 

AIKEN JAYCEES CHRISTMAS PARADE 

1 PM LINE UP, PARADE AT 2 PM 

THEME:  “ALOHA CHRISTMAS”  

DECEMBER 5 
AMA’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 

HOUNDSLAKE RESTAURANT 6 P.M. 
(NO DECEMBER CLUB MEETING AT CUMBERLAND) 

DECEMBER 15 

SAGE VALLEY GOLF CLUB’S 

CURRIER & IVES NIGHT 

SHUTTLE EVENT (INFO TO FOLLOW) 

*A note about 2017 Christmas parade schedules; 

In years past, Aiken’s parade has been on the 

second Sunday in December. Please note that this 

year it is on the first Sunday, which conflicts with 

the Edgefield parade, traditionally on the first 

Sunday of December.  

Events Calendar 

The Open House is a special day we set aside each 

year to have fellowship and show our appreciation 

to all our Model A friends and customers. The shop 

will be opened up for a day of fun, and a nice lunch 

for everyone at noon. We invite everyone to bring 

snacks and food to share. Of course we would love 

for you to drive your Model A or other classic cars to 

show to everyone. Bring your families and friends, 

all are welcome to this day of fun. We will even 

have some nice door prizes to share. This is our 

way of saying Merry Christmas and Happy New 

Year to all our Model A Friends.  

Christmas Open House at Bentley's 
Antique Auto Service, Inc. 

Friday, December 15 10 AM-2 PM 

95W Ridgeway Rd · Maysville, Ga 30558   

http://www.aikenas.org
mailto:aikenmodelas@gmail.com
http://www.mafca.com/
http://model-a-ford.org/
http://www.maffi.org/index.htm
mailto:aikenmodelas@gmail.com



