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BUSY TIMES AHEAD 
It definitely has been “beach” 

weather this past month! It’s hard to 

believe the kids have only a few days of 

summer vacation left before school 

starts. The AMA’s have busy times 

ahead, as well. After what felt like a lull 

in our club’s activities, suddenly there 

is much planning to be done! 

 At our July club meeting, Louise 

Mellon offered to have the club over for 

a dinner party on August 8th! Due to 

the heat in August we decided it will 

definitely be a casual affair. Please see 

this month's Tidbits column for more 

details. 

In September we will celebrate both 

International Model A Day and our 

first anniversary as a Model A club! 

Plans are underway for a cookout at 

the at the H. O. Weeks Center Whiskey 

Road Pavilion on September 19th, 

from 3-7 p.m. We have invited the 

Shade Tree A’s to celebrate these 

events with us! Larry Lamb will cook 

hamburgers and corndogs on his big ol’ 

grill, and everyone is asked to bring a 

side dish. We will have a cake decorated 

for the occasion and a car display for 

the public. Rachel d'Entremont and 

Tom Roberts are co-chairing this event 

and have quite a long list of items 

needed. Volunteers are also needed for 

set-up, clean-up, parking cars, and 

various other jobs. Please sign up at the 

August meeting to pitch-in on our big 

celebration event. 

Our Saturday cook-out has been 

planned as a late afternoon event since 

our club has again been invited to 

participate in the Edgefield re-

enactment on Friday  evening, 

September 18th. Plus, the Palmetto A’s 

swap meet at Smith and Jones is also 

being held September 18th and 19th. 

Hopefully, the late afternoon timing of 

our cook-out will be a fun and relaxing 

way to wrap up a couple of very busy 

days! 

Keep an eye on the calendar in each 

month’s newsletter...The AMA’s 

Christmas party is December 8th, and 

we have been invited to shuttle at Sage 

Valley’s Currier and Ives night on 

December 18th...not to mention all 

those seasonal parades that begin in 

November! 

Stay in-touch with club members 

between meetings and events at Cars 

and Coffee every Saturday morning 

from 10-11 a.m. at Atlanta Bread 

Company on Whiskey Road. The 

AMA’s welcome anyone with an 

interest in old cars to join us to swap 

“car stories” and “fix it” information. 

See you there! 
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D O T T I  S H O G R E N ,  P R E S I D E N T  

 
Each month I hunt for material suitable for 

the newsletter’s technical articles. As the 

editor, I look for a “how to” topic for the 

Tinkerin’ Tips column and a second article, 

usually of a general informational nature, such 

as weights of various Model A body styles, or 

how to distinguish between  the Murray and 

Briggs manufacturers. 

I have to say my general knowledge of 

Model A’s has improved because of this, 

though up until now, it has all been rote 

memory because my internal data base was so 

meager there just wasn’t enough information 

stored in my brain to connect the various 

parts and pieces of knowledge. I confess, when 

I listened to car guys discuss working on 

Model A’s there were a few phrases I’d heard 

repeated to the point that they sounded 

familiar, but I didn’t have a clue what they 

really were. What the heck was a ‘cam’ or the 

‘center main’? I did know enough to 

understand there was no similarity between an 

oil return and returning a blouse.  

Ever since reading (and re-reading, and re-

reading) the information in last month’s 

Tinkerin Tips, I have been fascinated with the 

internal components and workings of the 

engine. I have been asking Eric all kinds of 

questions related to how the Ford Model A 

engine works. His patient explanations and 

the simplified drawings accompanying those 

articles have helped cement the concepts.  

This hobby never ceases to amaze me...in 

the past year since we formed the AMA’s I 

have met Model A enthusiasts who have 

become dear friends, deepened friendships 

within long-time relationships, stepped up for 

service work I surprised myself for doing, (and 

had to learn new computer skills!) re-kindled 

my enthusiasm for week-end-long tours and 

rallies, and witnessed other AMA’s members’ 

enthusiasm and dedication to our club, it’s 

members and our hobby.  

I am really surprised that I would take an 

interest in the mechanical aspects of the cars 

now, 15 years after “Geraldine” arrived. It 

isn’t that I haven’t cared enough to lend a 

hand on repairs; I’m always willing to help 

Eric take off the hood, hand him tools while 

he’s under the car, or operate the brake, or the 

clutch, or the gas shut-off valve while he’s 

working on components. Maybe there is hope 

for me that someday I will have enough 

interest in our home electronics to actually 

learn how to operate the TV, the stereo and all 

of the remotes to watch AND actually record 

a movie! 

I wonder what this Ford Model A hobby will 

bring next? By simply doing what we love 

doing; preserving and driving these fine old 

cars, and sharing them with the public, we 

hold the opportunity to enrich the lives of 

others. I would gladly donate a couple of 

hours of my time at a car display for a nursing 

home or to promote a food drive. I hope you 

feel the same way. Currently, in the very 

earliest stages of discussion is an event that 

could raise scholarship funds for children. 

There will be more details coming about that 

as soon as this idea solidifies.  

In the meantime, I plan to read some more 

about the advance and retard of the spark and 

study it’s effects. As Eric always says, 

“There’s know-how and there’s technique.” I 

think I will concentrate my efforts on the 

“know-how” portion, so don't look for grease 

under my fingernails just yet! 
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Present:  Dotti & Eric Shogren, 

Pat & Tom Roberts, Don Cerefin, 

Bill Cox, Ken Jackson, Greg 

Jones, Woody Malone, Jim and 

S h e i l a  M c P h e r s o n ,  R i t a 

Thornhill, George Gordon, Misty 

Hooker, Ken Bernacchi, Rachel 

d’Entremont, Roy Fischer, 

Louise Mellon, Vance Coulthard, 

and guest Ken MacPherson. 

President Dotti welcomed 

everyone to the first meeting of 

the 2015/2016 year. Guest Ken 

MacPherson was welcomed and 

everyone introduced him/herself. 

Dotti asked for a motion to 

approve the June meeting 

minutes as published in the 

newsletter. The motion was 

made, seconded and the minutes 

approved. 

Don gave a treasurer’s report 

and stated that the books are 

solid with no deductions in June. 

He said that they are still 

collecting dues (which were due 

July 1 st). Pat announced 

additions to the web page. 

Old Business: 

The Ridge Peach Festival 

Parade in Trenton and the 

Lexington Peach Festival Parade 

in Gilbert were recalled. There 

was discussion of the successful 

work day at the Robert’s garage 

on June 27th which included 

unjamming a starter, adjusting 

brakes, greasing bearings, and 

aligning a front end, among other 

things. 

There was discussion about the 

proposed banners for the cars; 

Bill will be coordinating the 

project.  

New Business: 

Dotti mentioned that the newly 

elected  Board of Directors had 

met the week before and that the 

director-at-large wording in the 

by-laws was on her to-do list. 

Pat and Tom Roberts were 

presented with a “Thank you” 

card and gift card in recognition 

of their above-and-beyond efforts 

and financial contributions in 

getting the club up and running. 

Greg Jones was presented with a 

certificate thanking him for his 

service as the first president of 

the AMA’s. 

Dotti turned the discussion to 

upcoming events beginning with 

a joint celebration of the club’s 

f i r s t  a n n i v e r s a r y  a n d 

International Model A Day. She 

said that the Board had decided 

on a cookout & car display at the 

Weeks Center picnic pavilion. 

Larry Lamb had agreed to 

provide his grill and to do the 

grilling of hamburgers and 

corndogs. Dotti asked for 

volunteers to organize the event. 

The shelter is reserved from 3 

p.m. to 7 p.m. She said that the 

Shade Tree A’s would be invited 

to join us and that the AMA’s 

hoped for some publicity from the 

Aiken Standard. Pat will prepare 

a hand-out for those interested in 

t h e  c ar s / c l u b .  D o t t i  i s 

investigating getting a banner 

announcing International Model 

A Day. Participants would bring 

side dishes and the club would 

provide the meat and a cake.  

Woody volunteered to bring 

drinks, ice, and a cooler. Misty 

offered to arrange for the 

purchase of the meat through her 

brother, Mike. Roy offered to 

help. 

Regarding the Christmas party, 

Dotti said that the Board 

discussed it and felt it was worth 

the $150 to use Cumberland 

Village’s Clubhouse rather than 

the 1835 room where we have our 

monthly meetings. She proposed 

Tuesday, December 8. Liz and 

Louise have agreed to coordinate 

the event. 

The club has been asked again 

to provide transportation to the 

Sage Valley’s “Currier & Ives” 

Christmas party on Dec. 18. Last 

year’s event was popular with 

those who participated and Sage 

Valley was very generous with a 

contribution to the club and a 

dinner for club members. It was 

noted that driving home in the 

dark, with heavy traffic, had put 

a damper on the event and that 

we should either request traffic 

(Continued on page 4) 

MEETING MINUTES 

AIKEN MODEL A’s  JULY 7, 2015  CUMBERLAND VILLAGE 1835 ROOM       
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control in exiting the place or perhaps leave the 

Model A’s overnight. 

Louise and Vance invited the club for dinner at 

Louise’s house. The club chose August 8 at 6 p.m. 

for a casual dinner. Louise will let the club know 

what they can do to help. 

Dotti asked if there was interest in a 50/50 

drawing. It was decided try it at the August 

meeting. 

For Show & Tell Eric showed off a cracked 

crankshaft. Tom brought in a foot warmer suitable 

for an unheated car or a horse carriage. Ken B. had 

a rear-brake roller track. Ken MacPherson brought 

his beautifully restored 31 Lincoln Limo. 

Dotti held a drawing for a scratch-off lottery 

ticket; Rachel was the winner but the ticket wasn’t. 

Eric presented a program on brakes. 

There being no further business, the meeting 

adjourned at about 8 p.m. 

Rachel d’Entremont, Secretary 

(Continued from page 3) 

 

Present: Dotti Shogren, 

President; Woody Malone, VP; 

Rachel d’Entremont, Secretary; 

Don Cerefin, Treasurer; and Greg 

Jones, Past President. 

Dotti opened the meeting by 

going over some thoughts she 

had had about how the club 

should operate including that 

the board should be open to the 

input of members and that all 

members should be encouraged 

to take an active role in the club. 

Her thoughts  included 

consideration of: the Pledge of 

Allegiance at meetings (no 

strong feeling for or against); 

refreshments (no); the use of 

name tags (encourage but no 

payment to a “kitty”); whether a 

50/50 drawing would be 

something the club would want 

(Board decided to put the issue 

before the membership); a 

monthly lottery ticket for the 

club (the consensus was that we 

could try it). 

The tech seminars were 

discussed and it was agreed that 

they were going well but that 

someone was needed to 

coordinate them and that we 

should not rely on the same 

locations over and over again. It 

was suggested that a list be 

created with members’ areas of 

expertise noted. 

Don circulated a copy of his 

Treasurer’s report which was 

discussed in detail and it was 

noted that the club’s finances are 

healthy. It was noted that with 

the change in Presidents, Dotti 

and Don needed to go to the 

bank and change the signatories 

for the account to Don and Dotti 

rather than Don and Greg. The 

topic of a minimum bank 

balance was introduced and it 

was the consensus of the Board 

that at a minimum of $750 a 

“flag” goes up and the situation 

would be carefully monitored 

and that we not allow the 

balance to go below $500. There 

are certain yearly expenses that 

must be considered such as the 

PO Box rental ($62), the web 

site fee ($96), and that we should 

probably plan for $200 per year 

for memorial donations. 

There was discussion on how 

to thank the Roberts for their 

time and financial support in 

getting the club off and running. 

They had rented the Weeks 

Center room, provided the first 

year’s PO Box rental, set up the 

web site, maintained the 

membership roster, and handled 

various other tasks. The Board 

decided to present them at the 

upcoming meeting with a card of 

thanks and a gift certificate to a 

restaurant. It was then decided 

that rather than choosing a 

(Continued on page 5) 

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF 

DIRECTOR’S MEETING  

AIKEN MODEL A’s  JULY 3, 2015  CUMBERLAND VILLAGE HOBBY ROOM       



5 

I’m selling the front fenders from my 1929 Model A Coupe.  I bought new ones and am looking to sell the 

ones that came on my car.  See my ebay link for more details. I’ll sell these to a club member for less than 

advertised on eBay.  Feel free to email me if you (or you know anyone) interested. 

http://www.ebay.com/itm/151743138811?

item=151743138811&viewitem=&sspagename=ADME:L:LCA:MOTORS:1123&vxp=mtr 

I’m also selling wheels that came with my 1929 Model A Coupe. I bought all new wheels and want to sell 

these. See my ebay link for more details.   

http://www.ebay.com/itm/151745929138?ssPageName=STRK:MESELX:IT&_trksid=p3984.m1558.l2649 

Like the fenders, I’ll give a discount to any club members. 
 
Monty Irvin  

mirvin@nc.rr.com 

Tommy Yates from Winston Salem, NC is  wanting to purchase a Model A ’31 Deluxe Roadster or 

Fordor.  If you can assist Tommy, you can contact him at the following: 

          336-744-0172   or   Tyates12@triad.rr.com 

WANTED: 

FOR SALE: 

CLASSIFIEDS 

restaurant for them, a VISA gift 

card would be purchased.  

Dotti said that she had been 

investigating the purchase of 

club banners for the cars and 

that she was turning the project 

over to Bill Cox. It was agreed 

that each family would receive 

one banner when they join and 

that additional banners would be 

available for purchase for those 

with additional cars and that the 

banners would become the 

property of the member to keep if 

they were to leave the club. It 

was suggested that the initial 

order be for 30 and that the club 

also pay for the set-up fee. 

Regarding name tags, it was 

agreed that the club would 

provide nametags as part of the 

initial membership dues. A 

coordinator is needed. A couple 

of samples were passed around. It 

was agreed that we should have 

as large a font for the member’s 

name as would reasonably fit.  

The month of the club’s first 

anniversary coincides with 

International Model A Day 

(September 19) and it was agreed 

to invite the Shade Tree A’s 

(STA’s) for a joint Model-A-Day 

celebration and car display in 

Aiken. Dotti will contact the 

Weeks Center about a picnic 

pavilion. There was discussion 

about getting at least the meat 

portion of the meal catered and it 

was suggested that Larry Lamb 

be asked if he would like to do 

the catering. It was decided that 

a cake would be provided to 

mark the AMA’s anniversary and 

that the invitation to the STA’s 

would include mention of the 

anniversary.  

There were more items on the 

agenda but it was decided to 

tackle them at the next meeting 

of the Board. The meeting was 

adjourned about 10:15 am. 

Rachel d’Entremont, Secretary  

(Continued from page 4) 

mailto:mirvin@nc.rr.com
mailto:Tyates12@triad.rr.com


6 

...inside 

Tom 

 Roberts’  

garage. 

June 27 Tech Session at Roberts’ Garage 
by Bill Cox 

I had attended 4 or 5 tech 

sessions in Connecticut while 

restoring my Town Sedan, but 

they were not educational, 

fun and challenging. My 

experience on Saturday was 

all that and more! 

We all met for breakfast at 

Auten's at 8:00 am and about 

9:00 we were on our way to 

Tom and Pat Roberts lovely 

home on Shaw's Fork Road. 

Attendees were Tom and 

Pat Roberts, Larry and 

Cheryl Lamb, Roy Fisher, 

Er ic  Shogren,  Rache l 

D'Entremont, and yours 

truly. A short while later Don 

Cerefin joined us in his '29 

Coupe. 

We had 3 projects to get 

into; one being Rachel's sick 

starter, Tom's wandering 

Town Sedan and Don wanted 

to re-pack his front wheel 

bearings and adjust the 

brakes. 

Tom and Larry took on the 

starter; Roy and Eric jumped 

into re-alignment of Tom' car; 

and Don and I replaced a plug 

that was leaking gas on his 

carburetor. As soon as a bay 

opened up, Don pulled his car 

in and Eric, Roy and Don 

made quick work of the 

bearings and brakes. Don said 

the manual calls for re-

packing the bearings every 

5,000 miles. Don was 

"slightly" over that. 

It was an enjoyable and 

productive way to spend a 

morning.....and lots of fun.... 

It was so neat to see Tom's 

homemade tool to determine 

whether Rachel's armature 

was bent, and it was. Also to 

see Eric work with another 

homemade tool...a curtain rod 

to correct a toe out problem 

with Tom's car. 

After picking up tools, we 

went into air conditioned 

comfort to have lunch, which 

was great!! 

Tom and Eric followed 

Rachel home to install her 

starter and test it. 

After leaving Tom and Pat's 

place, I'm tooling down Hwy 

302 and discovered I had left 

my iPad in their garage...so I 

did an about face and as I was 

going down Shaw's Fork 

Road, I was following Roy 

back into Tom's driveway....so 

I wasn't the only forgetful one 

that day. 

It was a great way to spend 

a Saturday!! 

Larry Lamb works on Rachel’s starter. 

 

Don Cerefin checks that the starter 

armature is straight. 

Pat
Placed Image
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AMA’s member Louise Mellon has invited us to her house for a dinner party at 6 p.m. on August 

8th. Louise cooks with all natural, organic foods; always using fresh ingredients and avoiding 

processed foods. She will be preparing Rosemary Chicken, a scrumptious dessert and providing non-

alcoholic beverages plus beer and wine! AMA’s members are asked to bring hors d’ourves, salad and 

vegetable side dishes or baked potatoes, and will be contacted by email with details for RSVP and 

directions to Louise’s house. Dress is “summertime casual” and the idea is to relax, have fun and 

socialize with good friends. 

See the flyer and map on pages 9-10 of  this newsletter for details about our combined celebration 

of the AMA’s first anniversary and International Model A Day on September 19th. Please attend 

the club meeting on August 4th where a sign up sheet will be passed for volunteers, the side-dish you 

are bringing, and where other details of the event will be discussed. 

Members JoAnne Bernacchi and Jim McPherson have recently been hospitalized. JoAnne is now 

home and responding well to treatment, feeling much better. 

Jim is still at Doctor’s Hospital in Augusta as of publication of this newsletter on 7-30-2015. 

Please keep both JoAnne and Jim in your thoughts and prayers. 

Our club name badges are ready! If you have been to Cars and Coffee since July 25th you already 

know how nicely they turned out. If you haven’t received yours yet you can pick it up at the 

August club meeting on the first Tuesday of the month, or at Cars and Coffee on a Saturday. 
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The Aiken Model A’s are a fun-loving club that enjoy driving and preserving the Ford Model A. 

You don’t have to own one to be a member! We invite anyone with an interest to be our guest at a 

monthly meeting, a scheduled event, or a Saturday morning Cars and Coffee fellowship, from 10-11 

a.m. at Atlanta Bread Company on Whiskey Road. Come check us out! 

Our monthly club meetings are held in the 1835 Room at Cumberland Village. Turn in on Wise 

Creek Lane and make an immediate left. Park in the visitor’s parking area (the upper lot; the main 

building will be on your right) and come into the main building. Go past the font desk, and down 

the elevator to the first floor. Turn left off of the elevator and the 1835 Room is the first room on 

your right. We meet at 7 p.m. on the first Tuesday of the month. Our business meeting reviews last 

month's activities, the upcoming events, and usually has a presentation on a technical aspect of the 

Ford Model A. 

What is a 50/50 drawing? Come to the August 4th AMA’s club meeting and find out! Many clubs 

hold this drawing at their monthly meetings and we agreed last month to give it a try. Simply put 

$1 dollar in the jar and get a ticket for the drawing. The winner splits the proceeds with the club 

50/50! 

We will also have a door prize at the August meeting, in addition to the 50/50 drawing. Will it be 

your lucky night? 

As a reminder, the club logo can be embroidered on many different items. Small logos are $10 

and large logos are $25. Club shirts can be of any color and style you prefer, as long as there is at 

least 6” of clearance above a shirt pocket to fit the embroidery.  

Bring your item to a club meeting, club event or to Cars and Coffee on a Saturday, and give it to 

either the McPherson’s or the Roberts’ to take to be embroidered. Enclose your payment in an 

envelope and write your name, phone number and any instructions on the envelope and include it 

with your item. You can have your name and the model of your “A” embroidered on the right-

hand side of a shirt, if you so desire, for no additional charge. Please use an appropriate bag to 

bring your items for delivery as it is not the McPherson’s or Roberts’ responsibility to keep it clean 

in transport. 

Embroidered items make great birthday and Christmas gifts! Plan ahead as Susan supplies 

embroidered items for many organizations and delivery times can vary from a few days to several 

weeks! 
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International Model A Day Celebration 
Saturday, September 19, 2015 

3:00 pm 
HO Weeks Center Whiskey Road Picnic Pavilion at  

1700 Whiskey Road in Aiken 

 The Aiken Model A’s have invited the Shade Tree A’s  to a celebration of Interna-

tional Model A Day with a cookout and car display on Saturday, September 19 starting 
at 3:00 pm. The cars will be displayed along the Whiskey Road frontage of the park.  

 The Aiken club will be supplying corn dogs  and hamburgers  with all the fixings 
and is  asking folks  to bring  side dishes or other items. Because there is usually too 
much food at picnics, for  those who are unable  to prepare  something  (or choose not 

to for the betterment of society), we suggest a monetary donation of what you might 
have spent  to help provide paper goods and  other picnic supplies.  
 A sign-up sheet will be circulated at the August meeting or you may contact: 

Tom 803-649-0054/ patroberts1176@gmail.com, or  Rachel at 803-649-3618/  
rachel@dentremont.us to let us know  how many are coming and  what you will be 

bringing. 
 Please  bring the appropriate serving utensil along with your covered dish or des-
sert, folding  chairs, and, of course, your Model A!  

 International Model A Day coincides with the first anniversary of the Aiken Model 

A’s so please join  in on the double celebration. 

 

mailto:patroberts1176@gmail.com
mailto:rachel@dentremont.us
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Engine Parts and Their Functions - A part 

sectional view of the Ford Model A power plant is 

presented at Fig. 14, with practically all motor 

parts clearly outlined.  This shows the flywheel 

design used with a multiple-disc clutch. The 

functions of the principal elements have been 

previously described, but in addition to these there 

are a number of minor parts which are equally 

necessary to secure efficient engine action. For 

example, each piston, as shown at Fig. 15, D, is 

provided with three packing rings fitting into 

(Continued on page 12) 

Tinkerin’  Tips 

This installment of Tinkerin’ Tips is a continuation of last month’s excerpt from the 1961 updated version 

of the book Model A Ford, Construction - Operation - Repair for the Restorer by Victor Pagé, originally 

published in April of 1931. 
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grooves machined around each piston, all three 

being above the piston pin. The purpose of these 

packing rings is to prevent escape of the gas past 

the pistons on the compression or explosion strokes.  

It would not be possible to secure a practically gas 

tight joint without these rings because the piston 

could not be fitted so tightly to the cylinder that it 

would retain the gas. There would be considerable 

friction between the piston and cylinder walls, and 

in addition much power would be consumed 

because of this retarding influence which would 

increase as the piston became heated and expanded. 

By using packing rings, it is possible to make the 

piston enough smaller than the cylinder bore so 

that even when heated and expanded to its limit it 

will not seize or bind in the cylinder as long as 

lubrication is properly maintained. The piston rings 

are sufficiently elastic owing to a slotted opening in 

each ring to allow springing them over the piston 

when it is necessary to remove them for cleaning or 

examination. Another function of the piston ring is 

to take the wear caused by the rapid sliding 

movement of the piston. It is easier to renew 

relatively cheap piston rings than supplying new 

piston castings to compensate for wear after the 

engine has been in use for a time. 

Connecting Rods - The connecting rods are, as 

shown at Fig. 15, A and D, attached to the pistons 

by the medium of a piston pin which floats in an 

eye at the upper end of the connecting rod and 

which oscillates in the piston bosses. The 

connecting rod is a vanadium steel drop forging of 

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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cross section provided with a capped babbitt 

bearing at its lower end, where it encircles the crank 

pin of the crank shaft. The cylinder unit shown at 

Fig. 15, A, consists of two members, an iron 

cylinder block, which is cast integral with the upper 

half of the crank case, and the cast iron cylinder 

head which is a removable member that can be 

taken off to provide easy access to the interior of 

the combustion chamber when carbon deposits 

must be cleaned out or the valves ground. The 

retaining bolts holding the cylinder head in place 

are clearly shown at the top of Fig. 14, while the 

appearance of the inside of the cylinder block when 

the cylinder head is removed is outlined in 

illustration in the chapter on motor repairing. Two 

valves are provided for each cylinder, these being 

side by side, all on the same side of the cylinder. 

The one that admits the fresh charge from the 

carburetor is called the "intake," whereas the one 

through which the exploded gas is driven out and 

which opens the passage between the combustion 

chamber and the exhaust manifold is called the 

"exhaust" valve. 

Cylinder Construction - The sectional view of the 

cylinder at Fig. 15, A, shows very clearly the 

manner in which the valve is installed. Both inlet 

and exhaust valves are kept seated by means of coil 

springs which bear against a cap carried at the 

lower end of the valve stem. The appearance of the 

valve and its operating plunger is clearly shown at 

A, Fig. 16. The valves are opened at the proper 

time by the action of a simple member called a cam. 

This is of the form shown and consists of an 

approximately circular member, except for a raised 

portion at one point on its periphery. One cam is 

provided for each valve, there being eight cams in 

the Ford engine, all formed integrally with the cam 

shaft, as illustrated at Fig. 15, B. As will be 

apparent by referring to A, Fig. 15, the valve 

plunger is raised when the pointed portion of the 

cam passes under it, and the valve will be lifted 

against the spring resistance, opening the valve 

port. 

What the Cam Shaft Does -

The cam shaft is revolved at 

half the crank shaft speed, 

and is driven by means of a 

large, silent, fibrous material 

gear which meshes with a 

steel pinion half its size, called 

the small time gear, keyed to 

the crank shaft. An important 

point to observe is that the 

valves are properly timed. 

T hi s  ma y  be  e as i ly 

determined by checking to see 

if the factory timing has been 

disturbed. The timing is 

easily accomplished by 

having the tooth on the small 

time gear marked with a "Ford" fit between two 

teeth on the large timing gear at a point indicated 

by a recess or hole drilled into the fibrous material 

or face of the gear. The points of opening and 

closing of the valves and the troubles that are apt 

to materialize in these members will be discussed 

fully in the chapter on Engine Maintenance. 

Function of Crank Shaft - The crank shaft shown 

at Figs, 15, A and C, is one of the most important 

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 14) 

Fig. - A Typical Gas Engine Valve and How the Cam Lifts the Plunger  

That Raises the Valve 
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members of the engine, because it receives all the 

power delivered to it by the pistons and conveys the 

energy to the transmission gearing from which the 

drive is taken to the rear wheels of the car. The crank 

shaft, which is a vanadium steel forging, is supported 

by three main bearings, one at each end and one at 

the center. The flywheel member attached to the 

crank shaft serves to equalize the power application 

and steady the action of the engine as it serves to 

keep the crank shaft moving the brief intervals of 

time between the ending of one explosion and the 

beginning of the next one. 

Functions of Other Engine Parts - The manifolds 

are pipes used to convey the gas in or out of the 

cylinder. The intake pipe is a cast iron member that 

conveys the fresh gas from the carburetor to the inlet 

valve chambers. The exhaust manifold, also of cast 

iron, directs the burnt gas to the muffler. The two-

blade, belt-driven fan at the front end of the motor 

forms part of the engine-cooling system. The starting 

crank ratchet is provided so the engine can be set in 

motion by hand to move the pistons until an 

explosion is obtained when it is desired to start it and 

the electric starter is out of order. The various parts 

of the transmission gear and control assembly will be 

described in the next chapter. Access to the interior 

of the crank case is obtained by removing a pressed 

steel oil sump on the bottom of the engine. The valve 

springs may be reached by removing a cast iron cover 

plate covering the chambers in which they are 

housed. The inlet and exhaust pipes are held in place 

by simple clamp members, while the cylinder head is 

secured to the cylinder casting by substantial 

removable retaining bolts. The lower part of the 

engine crank case, which is a steel stamping, is 

fastened to the upper portion by another series of 

removable machine bolts. If the illustration at Fig. 

14 is studied carefully no difficulty should be 

experienced in identifying the various parts of the 

Ford engine and understanding the work they do. 

The Ford Model A Engine - The engine of the Model 

A is of brand-new design, and none of its major parts 

(Continued from page 13) 

(Continued on page 15) 
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apparently are interchangeable with those of the 

Model T. For instance, the crank shaft, while still of 

the three-bearing type, is counterbalanced by 

machining the first, third, fourth and sixth crank 

cheeks in cylindrical form. Connecting rods are 

longer and lighter. The sectional view of the engine 

at Fig. 14 shows the sturdy and simple mechanical 

construction of the engine very clearly, while the 

various important components of the power plant 

shown in illustrations on Fig. 15 serve to make the 

design of these parts clearer to the reader. The 

power and accelerating qualities of the engine are 

remarkable for a low-priced car. In tests in high 

gear, it is stated that a Model A with a two-door 

sedan body, with two passengers, has accelerated 

from 5 to 24 m.p.h. in 8 ½ seconds, and the 

maximum road speed varies between 55 and 65 

m.p.h. Some road tests have shown a speed in 

excess of 65 m.p.h., but, quite naturally, the 

maximum speed which can be attained varies with 

road conditions, the style of body and the load 

carried. At 2200 r.p.m. the four-cylinder engines 

develops 40 hp. on the brake. While the rate of 

gasoline consumption will vary widely with service 

conditions, the car will make between 20 and 30 

miles per gallon. 

Combustion Chamber Form - A turbulence type of 

cylinder head, shown at Fig. 15, A, is now used and 

a higher compression ratio provided for. Spark 

plugs are mounted in the center of the combustion 

space, and are no longer of the ½ in. type, but are 

7/8 inches in diameter, with 18 threads per inch, as 

in other makes of cars. Cam shafts are of the three-

bearing type, but are new in design, and have the 

drive gear for the vertical accessories shaft 

machined at the center. Of course, the engine is still 

of the L-head type. Cam shaft drive is by a non-

metallic gear, with no idler. The smooth operation 

and unusual accelerating qualities of the car are 

due, to a great extent, to the use of aluminum 

pistons. A three-bearing crank shaft is used, which 

is provided with circular discs concentric with the 

shaft in the places of the usual short arms. This 

shaft is statically and dynamically balanced, and as 

a result of the relatively low speed at which the full 

power is developed, the engine runs with 

exceptional smoothness. Cam contour and valve 

clearances have been so worked out that-with non-

metallic timing gears-an unusually quiet power 

plant results. 

 

(Continued from page 14) 

mailto:dottishogren@gforcecable.com?subject=AD%20COPY%20AMA'S%20NEWSLETTER


16 

Elroy Fischer sits beside his 1930 Ford Tudor Sedan 

When you hear that Roy Fischer has his 

father’s Model A, you might be reminded 

of other stories where a Ford Model A 

stays in the family, passed from father to 

son. Lucky are the owners of Model A’s 

who can trace their car’s history back to 

the original owner, and have it be a father, 

uncle or grandfather. Those Model A’s 

come with a trunk-full of stories of how the 

car was pulled out of the mud by a team of 

horses, or hauled a neighborhood of farm 

workers to the fields each day and other 

endearing stories from a time gone by. 

That isn’t Roy’s story. 

Oh, there were cars pulled out of the 

mud by a team of horses all right. But, it 

was Roy’s dad who was handling the reins 

of the team to help a stranded neighbor. To 

quote Roy, “Everyone knew my dad. 

Everyone.” “Yes, everyone” seconded 

Gloria, Roy’s wife of 46 years. “If there 

was a job to be done people called my dad, 

and I don’t think he ever said no. If there 

was something no one else would do, it was 

my dad who would take care of it.” 

Especially when a team of horses was 

needed, it was Roy’s dad who would get 

the call. “He had those horses in a parade 

where he pulled a horse-drawn fire engine 

and he made a covered wagon he pulled in 

parades.” Roy’s father would even use his 

horses to pull ice shacks off the lake before 

spring melted the Wisconsin ice. 

Elroy Fischer bought his 1930 Ford 

Tudor Sedan in 1999, when a friend, who 

knew he had a fondness for Model A’s, 

helped him find the car and get it painted. 

He drove the car for weddings and in 

parades, and just for the fun of it, enjoying 

his Model A for about ten years. 

Once, on a weekly Sunday night phone 

call to his father in Wisconsin, Roy 

broached the subject of buying the Model 

A from his dad, when the time was right. 

They worked out the details, Roy making 

sure that his father kept the Model A in 

Wisconsin for as long as he wanted. It was 

about five years ago that Roy brought the 

Model A to South Carolina. Several 

tractors from Wisconsin have also made 

their new home at Roy and Gloria’s 

tranquil, bucolic Aiken county home. In 

fact, it was talking with AMA’s member 

Craig McMullin at a tractor club meeting, 

that Roy found out about the Aiken Model 

A’s. 

The Fischer’s joined the Aiken Model A’s 

in June. Roy and Gloria have found new 

friends with common interests, willing to 

lend tools, discuss mechanical and 

technical issues, and meet for Saturday 

work sessions or morning coffee. Roy’s car 

is currently up on blocks and he is working 

on the brakes of his Tudor. While on a tour 

around his property in the Model A he 

found out they barely worked...and his 

grandchildren were on board! 

THE FISCHER’S 1930 FORD MODEL A 
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Today, as well as in the Model A era and centuries prior, shoe 

clips are a simple and effective way to add detail and character 

to a plain pair of shoes. They were available in the Model A 

years in a variety of materials such as plastics, faux and real 

gemstones, cut steel, shell, wood, ribbon and fabrics.  

In the photo below right, the square, buckle-looking detail 

on top of the shoes on the left are quite possibly shoe clips. I 

found this photo on Pinterest and based on the details of hem 

length, the barely visible hipline detail on the left-hand dress, 

the fullness in the bodice and the cloche hats covering the 

entire forehead area, I am judging that this photo depicts 

fashions of the early Model A years, or just a couple of years 

earlier, 1926 or 1927.  

As seen at the top right-hand photo, shoe clips have a metal 

tab with fine ‘teeth’ and the tab simply bends around the 

vamp of a shoe to hold them in place. Other attachment 

hardware may actually be hinged the same way dress clips 

were made.  

The vintage shoe clips shown here were labeled “1920’s” and 

I purchased them about 12 years ago at a vintage clothing 

expo in San Francisco. They are foil backed clear faux 

rhinestones set in white metal. The pair on the right, 

has an Egyptian influenced Art Deco design. 

The photo below left, is another pair I purchased 

from the same vendor at the expo, and is of a bow 

design, again from the Art Deco period. 

Shoe clips are a fun item to keep an eye out for in 

antique shops and second-hand stores, and of course 

they are available on-line from sites such as Etsy and e

-Bay.  

 

ACCESSORIZING WITH  SHOE CLIPS 
by Dotti Shogren 



19 

 
HISTORICAL TRIVIA 

ANSWER TO JULY’S TRIVIA QUESTION 
If a RADIATOR radiates, and a CARBURETOR carburets, an ALTERNATOR alternates, 

and a GENERATOR generates, what does a PISTON do? 

ANSWER: A piston goes up and down! 

AUGUST TRIVIA QUESTION  
Part of the fun of having a Model A Ford is getting together with other owners and admirers.  

There are (how many) South Carolina MAFCA chapters that bring Model A activities to 

locations across the state? Can you list them all?  

Historical Events in August 1928 

  6 - Andy Warhol, born in McKeesport PA, pop artist & film producer (d. 1987)  

25 - Architect Frank Lloyd Wright (61) weds dancer and writer Olga Ivanovna 

27 - Kellogg-Briand Pact, 60 nations agree to outlaw war 

Historical Events in August 1929 

12 - Buck Owens, [Alvis Edgar], Born in Sherman Texas, country singer (Hee Haw) 

26 - First US roller coaster built 

29 - Aviator Anne Morrow Lindbergh makes her first solo flight 

Historical Events in August 1930 

  5 - Neil Armstrong, born in Wapakoneta Ohio, (Gemini 8, Apollo 11), (d. 2012) 

  9 - Betty Boop debuts in Max Fleischer's animated cartoon Dizzy Dishes 

18 - Eastern Airlines begins passenger service 

Historical Events in August 1931 

19 - Willie Shoemaker, jockey born (won 8,833 of 40,350 starts) 

21 - Babe Ruth hits his 600th HR, off George Blaeholder of Browns 

31 - Dan Rather, news anchor (CBS-TV) is born. 
 

http://www.historyorb.com/people/andy-warhol
http://www.historyorb.com/date/1928/august/25
http://www.historyorb.com/people/frank-lloyd-wright
http://www.historyorb.com/people/frank-kellogg
http://www.historyorb.com/people/anne-morrow-lindbergh
http://www.historyorb.com/people/neil-armstrong
http://www.historyorb.com/people/babe-ruth
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Events Schedule 

AUGUST 4 
AMA’S MEETING 

1835 ROOM CUMBERLAND VILLAGE 

AUGUST 8 

SEVENTH ANNUAL  

MODEL A PARTS 

SWAP MEET  

TUCKER, GEORGIA  

HOSTS: GEORGIA CHAPTER, MAFCA 

Details on the MAFCA calendar at 

www.mafca.com 

AUGUST 8 

AMA’S DINNER PARTY AT  

LOUISE MELLON’S 

6 P.M. 

AUGUST 9 

6TH ANNUAL  

FORD MODEL A PARTS SWAP MEET  

LILBURN, GEORGIA 

SEPTEMBER 18-19 

9TH ANNUAL ALL 

MODEL A & T SWAP 

MEET 

HOST: PALMETTO A’S  

AT SMITH AND JONES  

WEST COLUMBIA, SC 

Details on the MAFCA calendar at 

www.mafca.com 

SEPTEMBER 19 

INTERNATIONAL MODEL A DAY 

AMA’S ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

DETAILS ON PAGE 9 & 10 

OCTOBER 17 

23RD ANNUAL BOSHEARS SKYFEST 

FLY-IN AND CAR SHOW AT DANIEL 

FIELD, AUGUSTA, GEORGIA 

OCTOBER 17 
OLAR MODEL ‘T’ FESTIVAL AND CAR 

DISPLAY 

NOVEMBER 6-8 
RICHLAND CREEK 

ANTIQUE FALL FESTIVAL 
WWW.RICHLANDCREEKANTIQUES.COM 

DECEMBER 2-5 

MAFCA ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET 

MEDFORD, OREGON 

www.mafca.com 

DECEMBER 8 
AMA’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 

CUMBERLAND VILLAGE CLUB HOUSE 

DECEMBER 18 
CURRIER AND IVES SHUTTLE  

NIGHT AT SAGE VALLEY 

http://www.mafca.com/
http://www.mafca.com/
http://WWW.RICHLANDCREEKANTIQUES.COM
http://www.mafca.com/
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

www.aikenas.org 

“Coming together is the beginning. Keeping together is 

progress. Working together is success.”  

― Henry Ford 

Meeting Tech Seminar Topic Presentation By 

August 4 
Bent  

Starter Armature  
Tom Roberts 

September 1 
Men’s Hats from the 

Model A Era 

Sheila McPherson and 

Dotti Shogren 

October 6 TBD Greg Jones 

November 3   

MEETING SCHEDULE  

& TECHNICAL SEMINARS 
Meetings are held at 7:00 P.M. 

on the first Tuesday of each month in  

The 1835 Room at Cumberland Village   

3335 Wise Creek Lane  Aiken, SC  

 

TO HAVE YOUR EVENT ADDED TO THE 

CALENDAR CONTACT  

dottishogren@gforcecable.com  

SUBMISSIONS WILL BE INCLUDED AT THE 

DISCRETION OF THE CLUB OFFICERS 

http://www.mafca.com/
mailto:aikenmodelas@gmail.com
mailto:aikenmodelas@gmail.com
mailto:aikenmodelas@gmail.com
http://www.aikenas.org
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/203714.Henry_Ford
mailto:dottishogren@gforcecable.com



